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Purpose 
The ongoing work of this chronology has four main purposes. The first, and foremost, purpose is to 

reveal how God has manipulated human history from the very beginning to bring about the redemption 

of mankind and His creation, at the end of the age, as revealed throughout the Scriptures. The second 

purpose is to place this redemptive history in the context of other world events to inform a broader 

picture of world history. The third purpose is to record church history, or family history, in order to have 

a better understanding of how church is “done” today. Lasty, the fourth purpose is to track historical 

theology—how orthodox and heretical theology developed over the course of time. 

History and Credit for This Work 
The original purpose for this chronology was to “untangle” the events of the Old Testament and put 

them on a timeline in relation to other world events to increase my understanding of how God unfolded 

His redemptive plan throughout real human history. 

I began this project steeped in ignorance about the task I was taking on. I thought I could just put 

together all the accounting of years, genealogies, and events, listed in the Scriptures, and they would all 

come together seamlessly. Three years later, I was still gaining knowledge how various peoples of the 

Ancient Near East accounted for years different from each other, and how some counting of years needs 

to be done inclusively, rather than exclusively, etc. 

I had gained three years’ worth of knowledge and had derived chronological pieces, but still had no 

chronology of the Old Testament that was a consistent whole. It was while I was studying the works of 

James Ussher, the prolific 17th century scholar, and Church of Ireland’s Archbishop of Armagh, that I 

came across the chronological work of Floyd Nolen Jones. From his work, I recognized all my errors 

and shortcomings in handling and arguing for the dating of various historical events. I also derived a 

better philosophical approach in my dating schemes that allowed the Scripture to more fully present its 

own case, rather than trying to align them to the ever-changing dating schemes of archaeologists. 

At this point, my work took a shift into verifying the facts and arguments presented by Jones. I tried to 

debunk him at many points to uphold some of my own chronological work. In the end, most of Jones’ 

work withstood this verification process, whereas mine did not. I found myself in great agreement with 

most of Jones, and I am grateful for the great labor and passion he put forth in documenting all of the 

details of his work 

Therefore, the main structure for the Old Testament chronology is now based upon the prodigious work 

of Dr. Floyd Nolen Jones. Around this structure, I have added, and will continue to add, many other 

historical points of interest. 

Chronology Key 
ORANGE TEXT denotes those people belonging to the lineage of the Messiah, Jesus. 

RED TEXT denotes heretical Christian sects or beliefs. 

HIGHLIGHTED TEXT are a reminder to me of those areas that need more attention. 

Notes About the Chronology 
All numbering of years based on the Old Testament are from the Masoretic Text. If the Septuagint is 

used, “(LXX)” will appear next to the Scripture reference. 

The “Era” of history columns shows the biblical and Christian accounting of eras on the left and the 

secular accounting of eras on the right. 
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YEAR HISTORICAL EVENT SCRIPTURE Era 

4004 - 3074 BC Adam is created and lives 930 years Gen 1:27; 2:8; 5:1-5; Lk 3:38 O
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3874 - 2962 BC Seth is born and lives 912 years Gen 5:3, 6-8; Lk 3:38 

3769 - 2864 BC Enosh is born and lives 905 years Gen 5:6, 9-11; Lk 3:38 

3679 - 2769 BC Cainaan is born and lives 910 years Gen 5:9, 12-14; Lk 3:37 

3609 - 2714 BC Mahalalel is born and lives 895 years Gen 5:12, 15-17; Lk 3:37 

3544 - 2582 BC Jared is born and lives 962 years Gen 5:15, 18-20; Lk 3:37 

3382 - 3017 BC Enoch is born and lives 365 years Gen 5:18, 21-24; Lk 3:37 

3317 - 2348 BC Methusaleh is born and lives 969 years Gen 5:22, 25-27; Lk 3:37 

3130 - 2353 BC Lamech is born and lives 777 years Gen 5:25, 28-31; Lk 3:36 

2948 - 1998 BC Noah is born and lives 950 years Gen 5:28-29, 32; 7:11; 9:28-29; Lk 3:36 

2446 - 1846 BC Shem is born and lives 600 years Gen 11:10,11; Lk 3:36 

2348 BC World-wide Flood (Noah is 600 yrs old). Methusaleh dies just before the flood. Gen 7:11 

2346 - 1908 BC Arphaxad is born 2 yrs after the flood and lives 438 years Gen 11:10,12,13; Lk 3:36  

 Cainan is born Lk 3:36 (LXX) cf. Gen 11:12 

 

2311 - 1878 BC 
Shelah is born to Cainan and lives 433 years, but Cainan probably died shortly after; so Arphaxad would have 
reared Shelah. 

 
Gen 11:14,16; Lk 3:35 

2281 - 1807 BC Eber is born and lives 474 years Gen 11:16,17; Lk 3:35 

2247 - 2008 BC Peleg is born and lives 239 years. The Bible records the events at Babel occuring during his lifetime. Gen 10:25; 11:18,19; Lk 3:35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2246 BC 

Tower of Babel and dispersion of all people according to languages. The Greek historian Herodotus (5th 

century BC), who saw it on his way through Babylon, described it as having eight levels, and standing a colossal 

60 m (about 20 modern stories) high. 

 

Gen 11:1-9 cf. 10:25 

 
Note that origins of Babylon, Egypt, and Greece, find them each speaking a different language. Ancient 

historians have unwittingly confirmed the extreme accuracy of the biblical genealogies as found in the Hebrew 

scriptures. The Tower of Babel would have had to have occurred before the founding of these other kingdoms. 

Babel (Babylon), being in the same region as the Tower, would have been one of the earliest kingdoms, of 

course. 

 
Of the other kingdoms, the ones most distant from Babel would have been founded the latest. This is exactly 

what these writers have described. First Babylon, then Egypt, and then Greece were founded. 

 
This tells us something about human nature too! After the Tower of Babel, people were forced to split into 

groups according to their new language. Humans are basically lazy. They would have moved away only as far 

from Babel as they had to in order to live in peace. However, population pressure, military force, or the desire to 

search for “greener pastures” would have induced them to move out further and further. So civilization would 

have slowly spread by periodic migrations from its centre at Babel. 

 
Although secular historians ignore the events of Babel and the Flood, they assume civilization started in the 

Middle East, likely near Babylon, and spread out slowly from there. However, they use a time frame much earlier 

than the time deduced from the biblical chronologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2234 BC 

 
Babylon is founded. The year was 331 BC. After Alexander the Great had defeated Darius at Gaugmela near 

Arbela, he journeyed to Babylon. Here he received 1,903 years of astronomical observations from the 

Chaldeans, which they claimed dated back to the founding of Babylon. If this was so, then that would place the 

founding of Babylon in 2234 BC. This was recorded in the sixth book of De Caelo “About the heavens” by 

Simplicius, a Latin writer in the 6th century AD. Porphyry (an anti-Christian Greek philosopher, c. 234–305 AD) 

also deduced the same number. Also see Ussher J., Annales Veteris Testamenti , Flesher and Sadler, London, p. 

5, 1654, and The Edinburgh Encyclopaedia , Volume 2, "Astronomy—History", p. 547 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6th book of De Caelo (“About the heavens”) by 

Simplicius, a Latin writer in the 6th century AD. 

2217 - 1978 BC Reu is born and lives 239 years Gen 11:20,21; Lk 3:35 

 

 

 
 

2188 BC 

Egypt is founded. The Byzantine chronicler Constantinus Manasses (d. 1187) wrote that the Egyptian state 

lasted 1663 years. If correct, then counting backward from the time that Cambyses, king of Persia, conquered 

Egypt in 526 BC, gives us the year of 2188 BC for the founding of Egypt. About this time Mizraim, the son of 

Ham, led his colony into Egypt. Hence the Hebrew word for Egypt is Mizraim (or sometimes called, “The land of 

Ham” e.g., Psalm 105:23,27). 

 

 

 

 
Ps 105:23,27 

2185 - 1955 BC Serug is born and lives 230 years Gen 11:22,23; Lk 3:35 

2155 - 2007 BC Nahor is born and lives 148 years Gen 11:24,25; Lk 3:34 

2126 - 1921 BC Terah is born and lives 205 years , and he dies in Haran. Gen 11:26,32; Lk 3:34; Acts 7:4 
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2089 BC 

Greece is founded. According to the 4th Century bishop and historian Eusebius of Caesarea, Egialeus, king of the 

Greek city of Sicyon, west of Corinth in Peloponnesus, began his reign in 2089 BC, 1313 years before the first 

Olympiad in 776 BC. See Eusebius, Chronici Canones , Humphredurn Milford, London, Preface pp. 1–14, 1923. 

(This Latin copy was prepared by Johannes Knight Fotheringham), and Ussher J., Annales Veteris Testamenti , 

Flesher and Sadler, London, p. 6, or paragraph 54 in the revised work, 1654. 
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1998 BC Noah dies at 950 years old. Gen 9:29 

1996 - 1821 BC Abram is born to Terah and lives 175 years (Terah is 130 yrs old. Shem is 450 yrs old). Gen 11:26; Lk 3:34 P
 

 

1921 BC 

Abram's father dies, and Abram leaves Haran for Canaan at 75 yrs of age.  
Acts 7:4-8; Gen 12:1,4,10; 15; 46:2-4; Ex 12:40- 

41; Gal 3:16,17 
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God establishes the Abrahamic Covenant. 

Arrival at Canaan begins the 430 year sojourn ending with the Passover in Egypt and Mosaic Covenant 

1911 BC Abram marries Hagar (Sarai's Egyptian handmade). Gen 16:3 

1910 BC Ishmael is born to Hagar. Gen 16:16; 17:24-26 

 

1897 BC 
God reaffirms covenant and renames Abram and Sarai. Abraham circumcises himself, Ishmael and his 
household. God promises a son to Abraham and Sarah. Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed. 

 
Gen 17:1,2,24-26; 18:10,22; 19:1,21-29 

 

1896 - 1716 BC 
Isaac is born and lives 180 years (Abraham is 100 years old). 
God's covenant promises begin. Israel will govern over Canaan 450 years later (inclusive) in 1446 BC. 

 

Gen 21:5; Lk 3:34; Acts 13:20 
 

 

1891 BC 
Isaac is weened at 5 years old becoming the "seed" or heir of Abraham while 19 year old Ishmael is cast out. This 
begins the 400 year sojourn beginning with Abraham's "seed". 

 
Gen 21:8-10; 15:3,13; Acts 7:6 

 

1856 BC Isaac marries Rebekah at age 40. Gen 25:20 

1846 BC Shem dies at 600 years old (Abraham is 150 years old). Gen 11:11 

1836 - 1689 BC Jacob and Esau are born (Isaac is 60 yrs old & Abraham is 160 yrs old. Jacob lives 147 yrs). Gen 25:26; 47:9,28; Lk 3:34  

1821 BC Abraham dies at 175 years old. Gen 25:7  

 

1796 BC 
Esau marries Judith and Basemath when he was 40 years old. Both women were Hittites and grevious to Isaac 
and Rebekah. 

 

Gen 26:34-35 

 

1759 - 1752 BC 

Jacob flees from Beer-sheeba and goes to Laban at Haran of Paddan-Aram (Syria) at 77 years old. Jacob begins 7 

years of work to wed Rachel but is given Leah instead. Jacob weds Rachel 1 week later in return for another 7 

years of work. Leah and Rachel are given at the beginning of the 14 years of work. 

 

Gen 30:25 

c.1758 BC Reuben is born to Leah. Gen 29:32 

c.1757 BC Simeon is born to Leah. Gen 29:33 

c.1756 - 1619 BC Levi is born to Leah and lives 137 yrs. Gen 29:34; Ex 6:16 

c.1755 BC Judah is born to Leah. Gen 29:35 

1752 BC Jacob completes first 7 yrs of work at 84 yrs old, and begins to work 7 more years for Laban. Gen 29:20-30 

 

1745 - 1635 BC Joseph is born at the end of Jacob's 14 years of labor for Laban and lives 110 years (Jacob is 91 years old). 
 

Gen 30:25; 50:26 

 

1745 - 1739 BC 

Jacob continues to work 6 more yrs for Laban and the flocks of Jacob greatly increase. Jacob leaves for Canaan, 

and Laban pursues him. Jacob is 97 years old and spends the next 33 years in Canaan. The events of Gen 38- 

46:12 including Judah and Tamar occur during this time in Canaan. 

 

Gen 31:38; 38-46:12; 47:9 

1739 BC Benjamin born on the way back from Laban to Isaac in Hebron. Rachael dies in childbirth. Gen 35:16-27 

1728 BC Joseph sold to Egypt at 17 years old. Gen 37:3-36 

c. 1721 BC Perez is born to Judah and Tamar  

 

1717 BC 
Joseph imprisoned 2 years but exalted in 3rd year. Later, he made his brothers spend a day for every year he 
was in prison. This foreshadows Christ's burial and resurrection on the 3rd day. 

 

Gen 40:4; 41:1; 42:17-18 

1716 BC Isaac dies at 180 years old. Gen 35:28 

 

1715 - 1708 BC 
Joseph becomes 2nd to Pharaoh in Egypt at 30 years old. Beginning of 7 years of plenty. Joseph has 2 sons dring 
this time, Manasseh and Ephraim. (Jacob is 121 years old) 

 

Gen 41:46-47, 50-53 

1708 - 1701 BC Beginning of 7 years of famine (Jacob is 128 years old). Gen 41:53 

 

 
1706 BC 

Jacob and family move to Egypt in 2nd year of famine beginning 215 yr sojourn in Egypt that was promised to 

Abram to last for only 4 generations before Israel would be in Canaan again. Jacob declares himself to be 130 

years old ("few and evil were the days of his life"). 

 

Gen 15:14-16; 45:6; 47:9; Dt 26:5; Ps 105:23 

Hezron is born to Perez  

1701 BC Famine ends. Gen 41:53 

1689 BC Jacob dies at 147 years old after living in Egypt 17 years (Joseph is 56 years old). Gen 47:28; 49:33 

 

1635 BC 
Joseph dies at 110 years old. It is unlikely that Israel's hard labor would start in this year, but if so, the hard labor 
would have lasted a maximum of 144 yrs. 

 

Gen 50:26 
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c.1619 BC Levi dies at 137 years old. Gen 50:26; Ex 6:16 

1574 - 1452 BC Aaron is born and lives 122 yrs. Ex 7:7 

1571 - 1451 BC Moses is born and lives 120 yrs. Spends 1st 40 yrs as a "mighty" prince in Egypt. Ex 2:1-10; 7:7; Acts 7:22 

c.1534 - 1424 BC Joshua is born and lives 110 years. 
Jsh 23:1; 24:29; Jg 2:8; Num 13:8,16; 1Chr 7:22- 

27; Gen 41:50-53 

1530 BC Caleb is born. Jsh 14:7 

 

1531 - 1491 BC 
Moses kills Egyptian and flees to Midian at 40 years old. Moses marries Zipporah and has 2 sons (Gershom and 
Eliezer) and spends next 40 years as a shepherd while in Midian. 

 
Ex 2:11-22; 18:3; Acts 7:22-29 

 

 

 

 

1491 BC 

Moses sees the burning bush. The 10 plagues occur. The Exodus begins on Passover exactly 430 yrs. after 

Abraham entered Canaan (Nisan/Abib 15). Moses is 80 years old and spends the remaining 40 years as judge in 

the wilderness (Aaron is 83 years old). 1st temple built 479 yrs later (in the 480th yr). Yahweh makes a covenant 

with Israel and the Law is given. 

 

 

Gen 15:13; Ex 7:7; 12:6,29,31,40-41; 1Kgs 6:1; 

Acts 7:6;13:18 
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Note: Jewish calendar is based on barley—not on an equinox. The 7th plague destroyed the barley when it was 

abib. Where abib relates to the maturity of the barley crop and starts with a new moon. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1491 - 1451 BC 

• The crossing of the Red Sea and the destruction of Egyptian army. Ex 13:17 - 15:21 W
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• The bitter water of Marah and the Springs of Elim. Ex 15:22-27 

• God feeds the Israelites with manna and quail. Ex 16 

• God brings forth water from a rock at Massah and Meribah (meaning testing and quarreling). Ex 17:1-7 

• God defeats the Amalekites at Rephedim thru Moses' raised arms. Ex 17:8-15 

• Moses sets up judges to hear the people's cases and decide God's will according to Jethro's (his father-in-law) 
advice. 

 
Ex 18 

• Israel enters the Desert of Sinai exactly 3 months after the Exodus. The Law is given at Mt. Sinai and the Old 

Covenant with God is established and confirmed. God also gives the plans and designs for the tabernacle, alters 

and priestly garments. Moses was alone with God on Mt. Sinai the first time for 40 days and 40 nights. 

 

 

Ex 19 - 31 

EY
 

• Aaron creates the Golden Calf while Moses is with God. Moses descends from the mountain and breaks the 
stone tablets. The Levites slay 3000 and God strikes the people with a plague. 

 
Ex 32 

 

• In the Tent of Meeting Moses pleads for God to continue to lead Israel and also asks to see God's glory. God 
agrees and orders Moses to ascend the mountain with 2 new stone tablets. 

 

Ex 33 

• Moses ascends Mt. Sinai again and God's Glory passes before him while proclaiming His Name. God engraves 

the Law upon tablets and confirms His covenant with Israel. Moses is on the mountain 40 days and 40 nights 

with God without any food or water. 

 

Ex 34:1-27 

• Moses descends the mountain and gives the Israelites God's commandments. Ex 34:28-35 

• The Israelites build and assemble the Tabernacle, ark, table, lampstand, altar of incense, altar of burnt offering, 

basin for washing, courtyard, and the priestly garments (ephod, breastpiece and other priestly garments). 

 

Ex 36 - 40 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1490 BC 

• First census taken by Moses. All men of age 20 yrs or more (excluding Levi) and able to go to war were 

counted. Depending on grammatical interpretation, the totals represent either: 603,550 men or 598 families 

containing 5550 men. 

 

Num 1:1-4; Ex 30:11-16; Dt 7:1,7; 11:23; 26:5 

• Nahshon assisted Moses in taking the first census. He led Judah, which consisted of 74,600 men, out of Egypt 
and through the widerness wanderings. He was the son of Amminadab and father of Salmon, who was the 

father of Boaz. He was the first to present his offering at the dedication of the Tabernacle, and the first to 

proceed in the desert marches. His sister, Elisheba married Aaron. He is the descendant of Perez, son of Judah 

and Tamar. 

 

 

Ex 6:23; Num 1:7; 2:3-4;7:12-17;10:14; Rth 

4:20; 1 Chr 2:11 

• Twelve spies sent from Kadesh-Barnea in Canaan at the time of grapes (c. August) for 40 days (Caleb is 40 and 
Joshua is c. 44 years old). 

Num 10:11-12; 13:17-20; 14:45; 21:12; Dt 2:14; 

Jsh 14:7 

 

 

 
1453 BC 

• Israel crosses Brook Zered (southern boundary of Moab) in 40th year of wandering after 38 years of wandering 

from Kadesh-barnea. All fighting men of the generation of the exodus have passed away. Caleb is 78 and Joshua 

is 77 years Old. The Lord orders not to attack the Moabites and Ammonites (descendants of Lot) in the lands of 

Ar and the Edomites (descendants of Esau) living in Seir. God had destroyed the Rephaites and gave them that 

land. 

 

 

 
Dt 2:1-23 

 

 

 
 

1452 BC 

• Miriam dies. Moses and Aaron strike the rock at Meribah a 2nd time, and can no longer lead Israel into the 
promised land. Aaron dies on Mt. Hor, near Edom, after handing his priestly garments over to his son, Eleazar. 

30 days of mourning followed. 

 

Num 20 

• Heshbon and Bashan (Amorite kingdoms) are conquered a few months before Israel enters Canaan but in the 
year before the crossing of the Jordan. Jephthah (future judge of Israel) recalls this event 300 years later (1152 

BC). 

 
Dt 2:24; 3:8; Num 21:21-31; Jg 11:15-26; Num 

20:1; 20:24; 33:38 

 • Second census taken by Moses. All men of age 20 yrs or more (excluding Levi) and able to go to war were 
counted. Depending on grammatical interpretation, the totals represent either: 601,730 men or 596 families 

containing 5730 men. 

 

Num 26:1-4,51 

 

 

 

 

1451 - 1445 BC 

Moses Dies at 120 years old (30 days of mourning ends on Nisan 7). Dt 33-34 SETTLIN
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Rahab trusts the God of Israel and saves the 2 spies sent by Joshua from the east side of the Jordan Jsh 2 

Joshua leads Israel across the Jordan during the spring floods on dry ground (Nisan/Abib 10 - 4 days before 

Passover and 7 days from the 40th anniversary of the Red Sea crossing) and begins the 7 year conquest of the 

promised land of Canaan. 

 

Jsh 3:13,15; 4:10,19-24; 11:16-23; 14:10 

Jewish Calendar Note: Canaan was already in abib as soon as Israel entered the land (see note on 1491 BC) 
 

 • The men of Israel are circumcised on Nisan/Abib 10-13 ( 1 day before Passover) Jsh 5:2-9 

ISED
 LA

N
D

 

• Passover kept on Nisan/Abib 14  

Jsh 5:10-12 • Manna ceased on Nisan/Abib 16 

• Israel ate food from Canaan on Nisan/Abib 17 
 Salmon marries Rahab most likely in the first year of entering Canaan Rth 4:20-21 

 

1445 BC 
Wars end near end of year, and land west of Jordan is divided to tribes of Judah and Joseph (Ephraim and 1/2 

tribe of Manasseh) 450 yrs since Isaac was born in 1896 BC. Caleb is 85 and Joshua is c. 89 years old. 

 

Jsh 11:23; 15-17; Acts 13:20 
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1444 BC 

Tabernacle moved from Gilgal base camp to Shiloh. Rest of land west of Jordan divided among 7 remaining 

tribes. Men of war from remaining 2-1/2 tribes (Reuben, Gad and 1/2 tribe of Manasseh) return to their land 

east of the Jordan. Until this Israel lived off the Canaanite crops and supplies from the 2-1/2 eastern tribes. This 

is the beginning of their tillage reckoning the Sabbatic and Jubilee years (the 1st Jubilee year: 1444 - 49 = 1395 

BC). (Joshua is c. 90 years old) 

 

 

 
Jsh 5:12; 24:13; 4:12-13; Num 26:7, 18, 34 
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c.1424 BC Joshua dies at 110 years old. Jsh 24:29; Jg 2:8 

c.1424 - 1405 BC Rule of elders who outlived Joshua. Jsh 24:31; Jg 2:6-10 

c.1405 BC Micah makes his idols. The tribe of Dan conquers it's land and continues worshipping Micah's idols. Jg 17-18; 18:29; 20:1 

 

c.1403 BC 
The levite's concubine is raped. Israel almost exterminates the tribe of Benjamine. Phinehas (Aaron's grandson 
and young warrior-priest in 1451 BC) was serving with the ark of the covenant. 

 

Jg 19-21; 10:27-28 

1400 - 1095 BC Israel ruled by the Judges.   

 

c.1400 - 1392 BC 

Israel intermarries with and worships the gods of the Canaanites, Hittites, Ammorites, Perizzites, Hivites and 

Jebusites. God sells them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim (Assyrian king of Aram Naharaim) for 8 years 

until Othniel saves them. 

 

Jg 3:7-11 
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 Othniel (1400-1360 BC) 
Judged 40 yrs 

First judge after Joshua's death and Caleb's nephew. Delivers Israel out of 
the hands of the Assyrians. 

 

Jg 2:16-19; 3:7-11 

 

c.1371 - 1251 BC Boaz is born to Salmon and lives c.120 years. He fathers Obed who in turn fathers Jesse, father of David. 
 
Rth 4:21-22 

 

c.1360 - 1342 BC 
Israel returns to wickedness and God delivers them into the hands of Eglon King of Moab (aided by the 
Ammonite and the Amalekites) for 18 years until Ehud delivers them. 

 
Jg 3:12-30 

 Ehud (1360-1280 BC) 
Judged 80 yrs 

Assassinated King Eglon the Moabite. Leads battle that kills 10,000 
Moabite soldiers. 

 

Jg 3:12-30; 20:16 

c.1282 - 1271 BC Boaz marries Ruth (Book of Ruth approximate time period of 11 years). Rth 4:21-22 

 

c.1280 - 1260 BC 
Israel again does evil, and God delivers them into the hands of Jabin (a Canaanite king of Hazor) and his general, 
Sisera for 20 years until Deborah and Barak delivers them. 

 
Jg 4-5; 4:2-3 

c.1271 - 1151 BC Obed is born and lives c. 120 years.  

 
Deborah, Barak (1280-1240 BC) 

Judged 40 yrs 

Prophetess guided Barak (Bedan of 1SAM 12:11) to victory over 

Canaanites. Sisera's 900 iron chariots and all of his men were killed. Jael 

the Kenite kills Sisera with a tent spike through his head. 

 

Jg 4-5 

Shamgar (1260 BC) 
Judged 1 yr 

Killed 600 Philistines with an oxgoad. 
Jg 3:31; 5:6-7 

Josephus V,IV,3 

 

c.1240 - 1233 BC 
Israel again does evil, and God delivers them into the hands of the Midianites (aided by the Amalekites and other 
eastern people) for 7 years until Gideon delivers them. 

 
Jg 6-8 

 
Gideon (1240-1200 BC) 

Judged 40 yrs 

Also known as Jerub-Baal. He tested God to be sure it was truly God calling 

him. Defeated 135,000 Midianites, Amalekites and othe eastern people 

with 300 men. Abimelech was his son. 

 

Jg 6-8 

c.1220 - 1122 BC Eli is born and lives 98 years.  

 
Abimelech (1200-1197 BC) 

Judged 3 yrs 

Son of Gideon's concubine. Only judge to win leadership through 

treachery by killing 70 of his brothers in a single place. Jotham, Gideon's 

youngest son, prophesied against him and Shechem. 

 

Jg 9 

Tola (1197 -1174 BC) 
Judged 23 yrs 

  

Jg 10:1-2 

c.1190 BC Eli becomes priest at 30 years old.  

c.1171 - 1063 BC Jesse is born and lives c.107 years.  

c.1170 - 1152 BC Israel sold to Ammon and the Philistines. Jephthah delivered Israel after 18 years. Jg 10:7 

 Jair (1174-1152 BC) 
Judged 22 yrs 

Had 30 sons 
 

Jg 10:3-5 

Eli (1162-1122 BC) 

Judged 40 yrs 

High Priest who ruled people from sanctuary at Gilo. Had wicked sons, 

Hophni and Phinehas. His time overlaps judgeships of Jair, Jephthah, 

Ibzan, Elon and Abdon. 

 

1Sam 1:3,9 

 

 

 

c.1152 - 1060 BC 

Israel again does evil serving the gods of Aram, Sidon, Moab, Ammonites and the Philistines. God delivers them 

into the hands of the Philistines and the Ammorites until Jephthah delivers them. Jephtah recalls events which 

occurred in 1452 BC. 

 

 

 
Jg 10:6-18; 11-12:7; 1Sam 1:1-20 

Samuel is born and lives c. 92 years. He was born to Elkanah and Hannah as a gift to Hannah who promised to 
give him back to the Lord. 

  

Jephthah (1152-1146 BC) 

Judged 6 yrs 

Son of Gilead and a prostitute. Made rash vow and defeated Ammonites 

(descendants of Lot) 300 years after Israelites conquer Ammorites at 

Heshbon in 1452 BC. This 300 year accounting confirms and substantiates 

the 480 years of 1KGS 6:1. Fought Ephraim killing 42,000 of them. 

 

 

Jg 10:17; 11:1-40; 12; Num 21:21-26; Dt 2:26- 

36; 1Kgs 6:1 

c.1151 - 1101 BC Sampson is born and lives c.50 years when he began to deliver Israel from the Philistine dominion. Jg 13:1,5 

 Ibzan (1146-1139 BC) 
Judged 7 yrs 

Had 30 sons and 30 daughters. This is not Boaz. 
 

Jg 12:8-10 

1141 - 1101 BC Philistine 40 year dominion over Israel begins. Jg 13:1 

 Elon (1139-1129 BC) 
Judged 10 yrs 

  

Jg 12:11-12 
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c.1135 - 1055 BC Saul is born and lives c.82 years.   
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 Abdon (1129-1121 BC) 
Judged 8 yrs 

Had 40 sons and 30 grandsons. 
 

Jg 12:13-15 

c.1122 BC Eli dies at 98 years old upon hearing of the capture of the ark. 1Sam 4:15-18 

 

c.1121 BC The ark of the covenant resides at Kiriath Jarim 7 months after it was captured. Samuel is c. 30 years old. 
 

1Sam 4:1; 3:20; 8:1 

 Sampson (1121 -1101 BC) 
Judged 20 yrs 

A Nazirite judged for 20 years during the last half of the 40 year Philistine 
dominion. 

 

Jg 13:5; 13-16 

Samuel (1121-1060 BC) 
Judged c. 41 yrs 

He was a prophet and a Levite priest. Last Judge before rule of king Saul. 
He was a circuit riding judge for c.41 years until his death. 

 

1Sam 1:1; 3:6,20; 7:2-6,15-17; 1Chr 6:22-28 

 

c.1113 - 1055 BC 
Jonathan is born and lives c. 58 years. He is Saul's son and will be David's best friend even though he is about 28 
years older than David. 

 

 

1096 - 1056 BC 
Samuel breaks 40 year Philistine dominion and becomes judge shortly after Sampson's death. Until this time 
Samuel functioned as a prophet-priest but not as judge. 

 

1Sam 7:13; 4:1; 3:20; 8:1 

 

1095 - 1055 BC 
Saul becomes king over all of Israel (Israel's 1st king) and rules for 42 years. Samuel is old yet he lives for 
another 35 years. Jesse is 76 years old. 

 

1Sam 13:1; ActsS 13:21 
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1094 BC Saul intrudes into the priesthood but is rejected. 1Sam 13:8-14 
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1085 - 1015 BC David is born and lives 70 yrs. (Jesse is 86 yrs old. Saul is 50 yrs old. Jonathan is 28 yrs old) 2Sam 5:4-5 

c.1070 BC Samuel annoints David when he is c.15 years old. (Jesse is c.100 years old) 1Sam 16:1-13 

c.1067 BC David slays Goliath when he is c.18 years old. (Jesse is c.103 years old) Num 1:3; 1Sam 17:12 

c.1060 BC Samuel dies at 92 years old. (David is around 25 years old) 1Sam 25:1 

 

1055 - 1048 BC 
Saul (c. 80 years old) and Jonathan (c. 58 years old) are slain on Mt. Gilboa. David becomes king over Judah 
(Israel's 2nd king) at 30 years old and rules for 7-1/2 years. 

 
1Kgs 2:11; 2Sam 5:5 

1048 - 1016 BC King David becomes king over all of Israel and Judah and reigns for 40 years. 2Sam 5:3-5  

c.1035 - 975 BC Solomon is born and lives 60 years. 1Kgs 11:42  

 

1015 - 975 BC 

David dies at 70 years old having obeyed God in everything in his life except for the case of Uriah the Hittite. 

Solomon becomes king (Israel's 3rd king) at c.20 years old and reigns for 40 years. Made Pro-Rex during last year 

of David's life. 

 
2Sam 5:5; 1 KGS 11:42; 15:5 1Chr 23:1; 26:31; 

2Chr 28-29:2 

 

1012 BC 
First Temple construction begins in the 480th year after the Exodus (inclusive) in the 4th year, 2nd month of 
Solomon's reign. 

 
1Kgs 6:1 

 

975 - 586 BC 

Solomon dies at 60 years old. Israel splits into two kingdoms: Israel (10 tribes) and Judah (2 tribes). Division of 

kingdom lasts till the destruction of Jerusalem in 390th yr, or in 586 BC (inclusive). This explains Ezekiel's 

symbolism. 

 

1Kgs 11:41-43; Ezk 4:4-6 

 ISRAEL'S KINGS (975 - 721 BC) JUDAH'S KINGS (975 - 586 BC) PROPHETS  

Jeroboam (975 - 954 BC) Rehoboam (975 - 958 BC)  

 
Before Solomon dies, Ahijah tells 

Jeroboam to take over 10 tribes 

(Israel). He later prophesies disaster 

for Jeroboam and Israel for their sin. 

 

 

 

 

 

1Kgs 11:26-41; 12:16-24; 13; 14:20,21,31; 15:1; 

15:9-10; 2Chr 13:1, Ezkr 1:5 

Rules 22 yrs. 
Rules 17 yrs over Judah and 

Benjamin 

Took over 10 tribes of Israel/Edom David's grandson / Solomon's son 

Tirzah becomes capitol of Israel Jerusalem remains capital of Judah 

Evil Evil 

971 BC Shishak, King of Egypt, invades Jerusalem taking treasures from Solomon's temple 2Chr 12:2-9 

  Abijah/Abijam (958 - 956 BC)   

 
1Kgs 15:1; 2Chr 13:1; 1Kgs 15:9-10 

Rules 3 yrs. 

David's great grandson 

Evil 

Nadab (954 - 953 BC) Asa (956 - 914 BC)  

 

 
1Kgs 15:9-23,25,33; 2Chr 14:1; 1Kgs 16:8-10 

Rules 2 yrs. Rules 41 yrs. 

Jeroboam's son David's great x 2 grandson 

Evil 
Good - did not take down the high 

places. 

Baasha (953 - 930 BC)   

 
Jehu prophesies disaster for Baasha 

and his family for their sin. 

 

 

 

 
1Kgs 15:27-30,33; 16:8-10 

Rules 24 yrs.  

Kills Nadab and all of Jeroboam's 

family as prophesied by Ahijah. 

 

Evil  

Elah (930 - 929 BC)    

 
1Kgs 16:5-18 

Rules 2 yrs.  

Baasha's son  

Evil  

Zimri (929 BC)   

Rules 7 days  

Kills Elah and all of Baasha's family 
as prophesied by Jehu. 
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After Omri takes the city of Tirzah, 

Zimri kills himself by setting his 

palace on fire around him. 

  1Kgs 16:15-20   

Evil  

Omri (929 - 918 BC)   

 

 

 

 

 
1Kgs 16:21-28 

Omri and Tibni (929 - 925 BC)  

Rules 12 yrs.  

Israel split into half, but Omri 
prevails 

 

After ruling from Tirzah for 6 yrs 

Omri sets up Samaria as capitol of 
Israel 

 

Evil  

Ahab (918 - 897 BC) Jehoshaphat (914 - 889 BC) Elijah (c.918 - 897 BC)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1Kgs 16:29-22:53; 22:41,51; 2Kgs 3:1; 

1Kgs19:19-21; 2Kgs 1:17; 8:1-16; 9 

Rules 22 yrs. Became king at 35. Rules 25 yrs. Prophesied for c.22 yrs. 

Omri's son marries Jezebel 

Evil 

 
David's great x 3 grandson 

Annointed Hazael, King of Aram, to 

put Israel to the sword. 

Ahaziah Co-Rex (896 - 897 BC) 
Good - did not take down the high 

places. 
Annointed Jehu to kill those Hazael 

didn't kill. 

Ahaziah is the brother of Joram, 

Ahab's sons 

Jehoram (Joram) 

Pro-Rex (880 - 883 BC) 

Annointed Elisha to become his 

servant (c.906 BC) who would kill 
those Jehu didn't kill. 

Evil 
Jehoram (Joram) 

Co-Rex (885 - 889 BC) 
Elisha receives Elijah's mantle after 

his translation 897 BC 
 Evil  

Jericho which had remained destroyed since the time of Joshua is rebuilt by Hiel of Bethel. Hiel lost his oldest 
and youngest sons according to the prophecy of Joshua about 550 yrs earlier. 

 
1Kgs 16:34; Jsh 6:26 

897 BC Ahab dies in battle  

 
Joram (Jehoram) (897 - 885 BC) 

Jehoram (Joram) 
Sole-Rex (889 - 885 BC) 

Elijah's prophetic letter to Jehoram 
(c. 889) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2Kgs 8:17,26; 9:29; 14:13; 2Chr 21:17; 22:2; 

25:23; 2Chr 21:12; 1Kgs 19:16; 2Kgs 9 

Rules 12 yrs. 
Co and Sole-Rex for 8 yrs at 32 yrs 

old. 
Elisha prophesied to Hazael future 

King of Aram 

 
Omri's grandson and Ahab's son 

David's great x 4 grandson married 

Ahab's daughter. 

Elisha annoints Jehu, son of 

Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi (not the 

king). 

Evil Ahaziah (Jehoahaz) (886 - 885 BC) 
 

 Sole-Rex for 1 year at 22 yrs old.  

 David's great x 5 grandson married 
relative of Ahab. 

 

 Evil  

Jehu (885 - 857 BC) Athaliah (885 - 879 BC)  

 
 

High Priest, Jehoiada calls upon the 

military to protect Joash from 

Queen Athaliah. 

 

 

 

 

 

2Kgs 9-10; 11:3; 2Chr 22:12 

Rules 28 yrs. 
Queen rules 7 yrs after Jehu kills her 

son Ahaziah. 

Becomes King of Israel and 

immediately kills Jehoram, Ahaziah 

and Jezebel for their idolatry and 
wickedness. 

 
She kills all of Ahaziah's sons except 

for Joash(Jehoash). 

Good and Evil Evil 
 Joash (Jehoash) (879 - 839 BC)  

 
 

 

 
 

 

High Priest Jehoiada still alive in 857 

BC but dies at age 130 before his 

son, Zechariah, is stoned to death in 

839 BC. 

 

 At 7 yrs old rules 40 yrs. 
2Kgs 11:1-21; 12:1,6-9; 13:1,10; 2Chr 23- 

24:2,15,20-23; MAT 23:35 

 
Temple still not repaired in 857 BC 

 

 David's great x 6 grandson was 
assassinated 

 

Jehoahaz (857 - 840 BC) 
Good - did not take down the high 

places 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2Kgs 13:1,10 

Jehu's son rules 17 yrs.  

King Hazael destroyed all but 50 

horsemen, 10 chariots and 10,000 

soldiers remain leaving Israel almost 
wiped out. 

 

Evil  
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 Joash (Jehoash) Pro-Rex (843 - 840 

BC) 
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Good - did not tear down Idols  

Joash (Jehoash) (840 - 825 BC) Amaziah (839 - 810 BC)  

 
 

Elisha dies from illness (c.838 BC). 

 

 

 

 
2Kgs 13:10,20-21; 14:1-19; 2Chr 25:1 

Rules 16 yrs. At 25 yrs old rules 29 yrs. 

Jehu's grandson 
David's great x 7 grandson was 

assassinated 

Evil 
Good - did not take down the high 

places 

Jeroboam II (825 - 784 BC)  Jonah (c.825 BC)  

Rules 41 yrs. 
 Delivers command to Jeroboam II to 

take back Israel's borders 

 
2Kgs 14:2, 23-29; Am 7:11 

Jehu's great-grandson 
 Delivers prophecy to Assyria leading 

to their repentance. 

 

Used by God to save Israel and 
expand it's borders. 

   

Evil  Joel (c.820 BC)  

 Uzziah/Azariah (810 - 758 BC) Amos (c.788 BC)  

 At 16 yrs old rules 52 yrs.  
2Kgs 15:1-7; 2Chr 26; Am 1:7-11; 8:9; Zec 14:5 

 David's great x 8 grandson   

Zechariah (784 - 773 BC) The Great Earthquake (786 BC)  
 

 
 

Hosea (785 - 720 BC) 

 

 

 

 

 

2Kgs 15:8-12 

Rules 11 yrs  

Jehu's great x 2 grandson  

Assassinated by Shallum fulfilling 

prophecy to Jehu that his family 

would reign to the 4th generation. 

 

Evil  

776 BC First Olympiad held in Olympia Greece in honor of the Greek god, Zeus.  

 Zechariah's reign cont... Uzziah/Azariah's reign cont...   

 

 

 
2Kgs 15:8-12 

Assassinated by Shallum fulfilling 

prophecy to Jehu that his family 

would reign to the 4th generation. 

 
Uzziah becomes leper until his death 

(c.763 BC) 

Evil  

Interregnum (773 - 772 BC)    

1Kgs 22:47; 2Kgs 3:9 Anarchy reigns and is sign that Israel 
is falling apart. 

 

Shallum (772 BC)    

 

 
2Kgs 15:10-15 

Rules 1 month.  

Assassinated Zechariah but later 
assassinated by Menahem. 

 

Evil  

Menahem (772 - 761 BC)    

 

 

 

 

2Kgs 15:13-21; 15:19; 1Chr 26 

Rules 10 yrs.  

Assassinated Shallum.  

Taxed the wealthy to pay Pul (Ashur- 

Dan III), king of Assyria, 1000 talents 

(37 tons) of silver to leave the land. 

 

Evil  

763 BC Solar eclipse in Eponym of Bur-Sagale (Julian Calendar: June 15; Gregorian Calendar: June 7). Am 8:9 

 Menahem's reign cont... Jotham Pro-Rex (c.763 - 758 BC)   

 

 

 
2Kgs 15:13-21; 2Chr 26 

Taxed the wealthy to pay Pul (Ashur- 

Dan III), king of Assyria, 1000 talents 

(37 tons) of silver to leave the land. 

 
Good - did not take down the high 

places 

Evil Jotham Pro-Rex (c.763 - 758 BC) 

Pekahia (761 - 759 BC)    

 

 
2Kgs 15:23-26; 2Kgs 15:5; 2Chr 26:21,23 

Rules 2 yrs.  

Menaham's son  

Assassinated by Pekah.  

Evil  

Pekah (759 - 739 BC) Jotham (758 - 742 BC) Isaiah (c.759 - 697 BC)  

Rules 20 yrs. Rules 16 yrs. Micah (754 - 697 BC) 
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 Assassinates Pekahia to become 

king. 
David's great x 9 grandson 

  

 

2Kgs 15:27-38; 2Chr 26:21 
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During his reign Tiglath-Pileser, king 

of Assyria, captures many parts of 

Israel deporting the inhabitants to 
Assyria. 

  

753 BC Rome is founded  

 

745 BC 
Israel invaded by Tiglath-Pileser III (Jareb) of Assyria. Abel Beth Maacah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, Galilee 
and all the land of Naphtali captured and the people deported to Assyria. 

2Kgs 15:29; 16:7; 1Chr 5:26; 2Chr 28:20; Hos 

5:13; 10:6; Isa 9:1 

 Pekah's reign cont... Jotham's reign cont...   

 
2Kgs 15:27-38; 2Chr 26:21 Pekah assassinated by Hoshea 

Good - did not take down the high 
places 

Evil  

Interregnum (739 - 730 BC) Ahaz (742 - 726 BC)  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
In 742 BC Isaiah prophesied that 

within 65 yrs (677 BC) Ephraim 

(Israel) will be broken and no longer 

a people. 

2Kgs 15:27,29-30; 17:1; 1Chr 5:26; 2Kgs 16:9; 

16 

9 yrs At 20 yrs old rules 16 yrs. 2Kgs 16; 2Chr 28:1,19, 26-27 

Suspension of monarchy due to the 
Assyrians. 

David's great x 10 grandson 
 
Isa 7:8; Ezkr 4:2-10; 2Chr 33:11-13 

 
Damascus of Syria falls. 

Ahaz also called the king of Israel 

sacrificed his own son to idols. 

 

   

 Ahaz claims to be servant and vassal 

of Tiglath-Pileser III and pays him 

silver and gold of the temple and 

palace to help fight Pekah and 
Rezin, king of Aram. 

 

 Tiglath-Pileser defeats them, takes 

Damascus and deports the people 
and kills Rezin. 

 

   

 Ahaz added alter to idols in front of 

the temple and took away other 
temple artifacts. 

 

Hoshea (730 - 721 BC) Evil   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2Kgs 17:3-23; 18:10-13; Hos 10:37,15; Isa 20 

Vassal of Shalmaneser rules 9 yrs. 
 

Forms alliance with So (Osorkon, 

Sais?), king of Egypt and stops 

paying tribute to Shalmaneser, king 
of Assyria. 

 

  

Shalmaneser puts Hoshea in prison, 

invades all of Israel and beseiges 

Samaria for the last 3 of Hoshea's 9 
yrs. 

 

Evil Hezekiah (726 - 697 BC)  

 
 
 

Hosea dies (785 - 720 BC) 

 

 

 

 

 

2Kgs 18:1-8; 2Chr 29:1 

 At 25 yrs old rules 29 yrs. 
 David's great x 11 grandson 

 He rebelled against Shalmaneser, 

king of Assyria, and refused to serve 
him. 

 Utterly defeated Philistines as far as 
and including Gaza. 

 

721 BC 
Israel finally conquered by Sargon of Assyria after Shalmaneser invades all of Israel and besieges Samaria for 3 

years. Remaining Israelites deported. 

 
2Kgs 17:6; 18:10; Isa 20:1 

 

  Hezekiah's reign cont...    

713 BC: Hezekiah's becomes sick, 

Babylon sends spies, 15 yrs are 

added to his life and the sun goes 
backwards 10 degrees. 
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713 - 712 BC 

 
712 BC: Sennacherib, Tartan 

(commander) of Sargon's, king of 

Assyria, army captures all the 

fortified cities of Judah. Hezekiah 

pays Sargon 11 tons of silver and 1 

ton of gold to withdraw. This 

depletes the temple and the palace 

treasury of all remaining silver. He 

also stripped all the temple doors of 

their gold. 

  

 

 

 
2Kgs 20; 18:13-16 

  

 

 

709 BC 

Jerusalem beseiged by Sennacherib (Co-Rex with and son of Sargon, king of Assyria) / Taunting of Hezekiah led 

to the Lord to killing 185,000 of the Assyrian army, and the retreat and the eventual assassination of 

Sennacherib. Year of Jubilee (Tishri 709 - Tishri 708 BC) 

 

2Kgs 18:17-19; Isa 36-37; 20:1 

  Hezekiah's reign cont...  
Isaiah and Micah dies (697 BC) 

 

Good like David, destroyed the high 
places 

Manasseh (697 - 642 BC) Nahum (c.663 - 615 BC) 2Kgs 21:1-17; 2Chr 33:1-25 

At 12 yrs old rules 55 yrs.  Ezk 4:6-7; Jer 25:3 

 

 
David's great x 12 grandson 

677 BC: Esar-Haddon, king of 

Assyria, settled Babylonians and 

Elamites in Samaria fulfilling 

prophecy by Isaiah 65 yrs later. 

 

 

 
Ezkr 4:2-10; 2Chr 33:11-13 

Built alters in the temple and 
sacrificed his own son to idols. 

  

Did more evil than the Ammorites 

who the Lord drove fom the land. 

Disaster is prophesied against 
Jerusalem. 

  

Evil   

Amon (642 - 640 BC)   

 

 
2Kgs 21:19-26; 2Chr 34:21 

At 22 yrs old rules 2 yrs. 

David's great x 13 grandson 

Assassinated by his officials. 

Evil 

Josiah (640 - 609 BC) Jeremiah (628 - 561 BC) 2Kgs 22-23; 2Chr 34-35 

 

At 8 yrs old rules 31 yrs. 

628 - 588 BC: Jeremiah's 40 yr 

prophecy begins and ends at the 

beginning of Nebuchadnezzar's final 
seige. 

 

 

2Chr 34:1,3; 

David's great x 14 grandson  
2Kgs 22:3-8; 23:22-23; 2Chr 34:8-15; 35:1-19 

Last soveriegn king of Judah, throne 

of David (all of his offspring became 

vassals to foreign kings). 

 

Zephaniah (c.610 BC) 

 

 

2Kgs 23:29-30; 

  Jer 25:1-3; 

632 BC: Josiah seeks God, and the 

Book of the Law is found in the 
temple. 

  

Ezk 4:6-7; Jer 25:3; 39:1 

628 BC: 1st reform; idols destroyed. 
  

623 BC: 2nd reform; Great Passover. 
  

609 BC: Before Nisan 1, fought 

against Neco, king of Egypt, and was 
killed. 

  

Good like David, destroyed the high 
places 

  

626 - 605 BC Nabopolassar becomes king of Babylon (Chaldeans) and rules for 21 years.  

612 BC Ninevah conquered by Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, with help of the Medes.  

610 BC Haran conquered by Nabopolassar, king of Babylon.  

609 BC Assyrian counterattack against Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, fails.  

  Jehoahaz (609 - 608 BC)   

At 23 yrs old rules 3 months 
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  David's great x 15 grandson / 
Josiah's son 

  

 

 

 
2Kgs 23:31-35 
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Neco, King of Egypt imprisoned him, 
and he died in Egypt. 

King Neco taxed Judah 3.75 tons of 

silver and 75 pounds of gold. 

Evil 

Jehoiakim/Eliakim (609 - 598 BC) Habakkuk (c.607 BC) 
 

2Kgs 23:34-37; 2Chr 36:5 

At 25 yrs old rules 11 yrs. Daniel (606 - 534 BC) Dan 1:1; Neh 7:6-13:6; Jer 29:10 

 

David's great x 15 grandson / 

Josiah's son 

606 - 536 BC: Daniel's exile the Dan 

1:1 70 yrs of servitude for Babylon 

and ends with Cyrus' decree (note: 

Persian kings took title "King of 
Babylon"). 

 

Vassal of Neco, king of Egypt, for 3 
yrs 

  

 

 

 

606 BC 

Babylon submits Judah and carries them away as captives. Nebuchadnezzar becomes Co-Rex of Babylon with 

Nabopolessar. With the iniquity of Israel being full, God removed her sovereignty. 

 
The "Times of the Gentiles" begins and continues to this day. This period will end at the 2nd coming of Christ. 

 

Dan 1:1 

 

 
Jer 25:5-7 cf. Lk 21:22-24. Also see Dan 2:32,38; 

7:4 - 2:44-45; 7:14, 22, 27 

 

605 - 562 BC Nebuchadnezzar begins reign of Babylon as Sole-Rex for 1st year then reigns 42 more years as king. Jer 25:1; 46:2  

 

605 BC 
Charchemish conquered when Nebuchadnezzar, crown prince, defeats Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt. He then 

returned and subjugated Judah. 

2Kgs 24:7,1; Jer 46:2 

Hayim Tadmor "Journal of Near Eastern 
Studies" #15, 1956. p.227 
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Jehoiakim/Eliakim's reign cont... 
 

 
 

 

 
Fulfillments: 323 BC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dan 11:1-19 
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601 BC: Served Nebuchadnezzar, 

king of Babylon, for 3 yrs then 

rebelled. Babylonian, Aramean, 

Moabite and Ammonite raiders 

destroy Judah fulfilling prophecy. 

Evil 

Jehoiachin/Jeconiah 
(598 - 597 BC) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2Kgs 24:8-17; Ezk 40:1 

At 18 yrs old rules 3 months (1 
Tebeth - 10 Nisan) 

David's great x 16 grandson 

Nebuchadnezzar lays siege to 

Jerusalem resulting in Jehoiachin 

taken prisoner, all gold artifacts 

taken from the temple and all of 

Jerusalem (10,000 people) taken 

into exile. 

Evil 

Zedekiah/Mattaniah 
(597 - 586 BC) 

Ezekiel (593 - 570 BC) 
 
2Kgs 24:17-; 2Chr 36:10,11; Ezk 1:2 

 

At 21 yrs old rules 11 yrs. 

Prophecies during Jehoiachin's 5th 

yr. in captivity. Begins same year 

Zedekiah visits Babylon. 
Fulfillments: 1291 AD. 

 

 

Jer 51:59; 52:1; Ezk 26 

David's great x 17 grandson  2Kgs 25:1-2; Jer 29:1; 52:4 

 
588 BC: Uses occasion when 

Egyptian Pharaoh Hophra comes to 

throne to rebel against Babylon. 

Nebuchadnezzar's final siege begins 

on 9th yr, 10th mo, 10th day of 

Zedekiah's reign, and lasted 18 mos. 

 

 

 

 

Obadiah (585 BC) 

 

 

 

 

 

Jer 34:8-17; 21-22; 52:3-6; 37:3-9; 44:30; 32:1-2 

587 BC: Seige temporarily lifted to 
engage Egyptian army. 
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  Evil    
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586 - 517BC 

Babylon conquers Judah, destroying Jerusalem & 1st Temple. After temple destroyed on Tisha B'Av , "70 yrs 

of desolations" begins and ends with "The Fast" in the 5th year of Darius. 

In fulfillment of Ezekiel’s prophecies that Zedekiah would be taken to Babylon but never see it, his sons were 

killed before him, his eyes were put out, and he was taken to Babylon where he died. After capturing Jerusalem, 

the Babylonians burned the leader’s houses and the temple and broke down the city walls. 

 
It would be impossible to destroy the temple if it were not for the fact that God was “not home.” Because of 

Israel’s idolatry, Ezekiel records that God’s glory had previously vacated the temple. Just as the glory of the LORD 

left the temple and hovered over the Mt. of Olives in Ezekiel's day, leading to the temple's destruction, Jesus 

also left the temple for the Mt. of Olives leading to its destruction. 

To the Gentile enemies of Israel, the destruction of the city and temple would make it appear as if the God of 

Israel were impotent in the face of the superior Gods of the Gentiles, “When they leveled Yahweh’s temple to 

the ground and burned its ruins, the Babylonian troops served notice to all the world that their gods were 

mightier than Yahweh, no matter what titles the Hebrews gave him.” Thus, one of the Themes of the Book of 

Daniel is to show that Israel’s God is sovereignly in control over all history, be it Jewish or Gentile. God allowed 

this not because He was weak, but to maintain His integrity as a holy God. 

2Kgs 25:8; Jer 52:12; 25:9; Dan 9:1-2,17-18; Zec 

7:1,5; 8:19; Ezk 4:4-6 

 

 
Jer 39:6-7; 52:9-11; 2Kgs 25:6-7 cf. Ezk 12:13; 

17:16 

 

 

 

 

 
Ezk 10:18; 11:22-23 cf. Mt 23:38; 24:1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gen 49:10; Ps 89 cf. Ps 89:44ff; 2Chr 7:17-22; 

Ezk 19:4-14; 21:9-10; 13; 25-27 

B
A

B
Y

LO
N

IA
N

 EX
ILE 

582 BC Babylon lays siege against Tyre. Josephus "Antiquities X, 9, 7"  

 

 
568 BC 

King Nebuchadnezzar's 37th year of reign fixed at 568/567 BC by around thirty verified observations of the 

moon and the then known 5 planets. Such combinations of astral positions is not duplicated for several 

thousand years before or after this date. The tablet states twice that the observations were made in 

Nebuchadnezzar's 37th year. 

 

 
Diary VAT 4956 (Berlin Museum) 

562 - 560 BC Evil Merodach becomes king of Babylon and reigns for 2 years.  

560 - 555 BC Neriglissar becomes king of Babylon and reigns for 5 years.  

559 BC Cyrus II "The Great" becomes king of Anshan, a portion of Persia.  

555 BC Labashi-Marduk becomes king of Babylon and reigns for 3 months (Uruk king list) or 9 months (Berosus).  

 

555 - 553 BC 
Nabonidus becomes Sole-Rex king of Babylon for 2 years. Lunar eclipse recorded in 2nd year of Nabodius in 554 
BC. 

 

553 - 539 BC Nabonidus and son, Belshazzar, become Co-Rex of Babylon for 16 years.  

 

550 BC 
Cyrus II "The Great" becomes king of all Persia and Media creating an empire (Persian or Achaemenids) in one 
day. 

 

 

 
546 BC 

Cyrus II "The Great" conquers Lydia (kingdom comprising the western part of Turkey and some Greek areas) and 

takes their king, Croesus, as prisoner. All of the Greek towns in western asia under Croesus' rule are now ruled 

by the Persian empire. This creates friction between the Greeks and the Persians. 

 

 

 

 

539 BC 

Cyrus II "the Great", king of the Persians and Medes, conquers Babylon. Belshazzar is killed. Cyrus II's uncle, 
Darius the Mede (Cyaraxes II, Xenop, Cyrop. I, 5, 2 - "The son of Ahasuerus or Astyages) was made king over 

Babylon. Cyrus II remained in command of the army annexing the remainder of his empire. In 536 BC Cyrus II 

returned as Sole-Rex over the entire empire and as Suzerain over the Jews. This is the date referred to in 

scripture as the "1st year of Cyrus". 

 

 

 
Dan 5:25-31; 9:1 cf. 2Chr 36:21-23; Ezr 1; 6:3-5 

538 BC First Jewish exiles return to Jerusalem from Babylonian captivity.  

c. 537 BC Zerubbabel leads the Jewish people.  

 

536 - 529 BC 
Cyrus becomes Sole-Rex king of Persia and reigns for 7 years. Cyrus decree to rebuild the temple begins 70 yrs 
after exile into Babylon. 

 

Ezr 1:1-6; 5:13-17; 2Chr 36:21-23 

530 BC Temple work halted  

522 BC Darius I Hystaspis becomes king of Persia  

519 BC Darius I decrees the temple work to resume Ezr 4:24; 6:1-12 

520 BC Temple work resumes / messages of Haggai and Zechariah  

516 BC Second Temple is dedicated after first Temple is destroyed ending the "70 years of Desolations".  

486 BC Xerxes becomes king of Persia  

O
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479 BC Esther becomes Queen of Persia  

474 BC Haman's decree to destroy the Jews  

473 BC First Feast of Purim  

 

469 - 399 BC Socrates is born and lives 70 years. He was a teacher of Plato who was later executed for being a sophist. 
 

465 - 424 BC Artaxerxes I Longimanus becomes king of Persia  

458 BC Ezra returns to Jerusalem and leads the Jewish people  

 

 
446 BC 

Artexerxes I issues decree to rebuild the city of Jerusalem and its walls. Nehemiah leads the Jewish people to 

build Jerusalem's walls. This is the starting point of Daniel's prophecies about the 70 Weeks (490 years) 

timespan. Christ's death would be after the 69th week (483 years). 

 

Neh 2:1-8,13,17 cf. Julius Africanus, 

Chronographies, Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol VI, 

Roberts and Donaldson, eds., (Grand Rapids, 

MI: Eerdmans, 1885), chapter xvi.,para. 3. 

 

~ 440 BC OT Vorlage Text (written in paleo-Hebrew) assembled by Ezra & Nehemiah accepted by "Great Synagogue" 
 

433 BC Nehemiah returns to Babylon  
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432 BC Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem  
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431 - 404 BC Peloponnesian War between Athens and its empire vs. the Peloponnesian League led by Sparta.  

430 BC Malachi becomes a prophet  

428 - 348 BC Plato is born and lives 80 years. He was a student of Socrates who later taught Aristotle.  IN
TER
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408 BC 
Samaritan Pentateuch: Allegedly, Tobiah (Ammonite) took a copy of the Law when he was removed from the 
Temple by Nehemiah 

 

Ezk 4:1-4; Neh 13:4-9 

390 BC Aramaic begins to replace Hebrew as Jewish language  

 

384 - 322 BC 
Aristotle is born and lives 62 years. He became a student of Plato and later became the tutor of Alexander the 
Great in 343 BC. He also tutored future kings, 

 

 

356 - 323 
Alexander III "the Great" is born and lives 32 yrs. Upon his death, his empire split and stabilized into four 

kingdoms: Ptolemaic, Seleucid, Pergamon, and the Macedonian in fulfillment of Daniel's prophecy. 

 

Dan 11:3-4 

333 BC Greeks conquer Land of Israel  

331 BC Greeks conquer Tyre and the Phoenician Empire  

250 BC Septuagint Greek Old Testament (LXX) is written in Alexandria by the 70 scribes.  

175 - 164 BC Hasmonean rule: Greek ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes in power  

166 - 63 BC Maccabean Revolt and Jewish independence  

63 BC Romans conquer Land of Israel  

40 BC Herod the Great made king of Judea by the Romans and reigned for 37 years Josephus Antiquities 17.8.1; War of the Jews 
1.33.8 

37 BC Herod's conquest of Jerusalem. He reigned 34 more years. 
Josephus Antiquities 17.8.1; War of the Jews 
1.33.8 

20 BC Herod begins remodeling the 2nd Temple in Jerusalem  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

4 BC 

Jesus is born at the perfect time. 
 

Mt 2:1; Lk 1:5; Gal 4:4-7 
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• Messiah's birth was locked into a fixed time of Daniel's prophecy of 69 weeks (483 years) where He would be 
killed in a violent death. 

 
Dan 9:25; Neh 2:1-8; Ps 22 

• Messiah's birth was locked into a fixed time while the Second Temple still stood (before 70 AD). 
 
Dan 9:26; Ps 118:25-26; Hag 2:9; Mal 3:1; 

• Messiah's lineage could only be identified while the Second Temple still stood (before 70 AD) 
Gen 49:10; Ps 89:3-4 cf. Ezr 1:5-8 and Josephus' 

Antiquities 17, chapter 13:1-5. 

• Messiah's birth was locked into the specific geography of Bethlehem 
Mic 5:1-2 cf. Hab 1:12; Mt 2; Lk 2:1-20; Jn 4:25- 

26; Jn1:1 cf Col 1:16-17 and Jn 5:39 

4 BC Herod the Great dies leaving Archelaus and Herod Antipas as his successors. 
Josephus Antiquities 17.6.4; War of the Jews 

2.1.3 

5 AD Apostle Paul is born  

6 AD Judea becomes a Roman province  

 

6 AD 
Archelaus, Herod's son, deposed by Caesar in 10th year of his reign. This put the beiginning of his reign, when he 
succeeded his father's throne, at 4 BC. 

Dio Cassius, Roman History 55.27.6; Josephus, 

Antiquities 17.13.2; 8:459 

9 AD Jesus visits Temple as a 12 year old boy  

12 AD Tiberius Caesar's becomes co-Rex with Augustus Caesar Tacitus, Annals I.9-11 

26 AD Pontius Pilate rules Judaea  

 

26 AD John the Baptist begins ministry (15th year of Tiberius Caesar's reign; Pontius Pilate appointed governor). 
 
Lk 3:1-3 

26-30 AD Jesus begins His 3-1/2 year ministry at 30 years old (covers 4 Passovers). Lk 3:23 

 Beginning of Ministry to 1st Passover  

 

 
26-27 AD 

• Jesus' temptation Mt 4:1-11; Mk 1:12-13; Lk 4:1-13 

• Ministry began in autumn of 26 AD Just before Jesus turned 30 yrs old. Lk 3:23 

• Jesus calls his disciples, attends wedding feast in Cana of Galilee, journeys to Capernaum, journeys to 
Jerusalem for 1st Passover in spring of AD 27. 

 
Jn 1:35-51; Jn 2:1-11; Jn 2:12; Jn 2:13, 23 

 From 1st Passover to 2nd Passover  

 

 

 
27-28 AD 

• Afterwards, Jesus’ ministry was in Jerusalem and Judaea. Jn 3:1-36 

• With imprisonment of John the Baptist, Jesus moved from Judea back to Galilee, passing through Samaria 
around Jan/Feb AD 28. 

 
Mt 4:12; Mk 1:14; Lk 4:14; Jn 4:3; 4:4-42 

• Arriving again to Galilee, the plucking of grain would be around the time of the implied 2nd Passover since 
grain is ready for harvest in March/April. 

Mt 4:13-17; Mk 1:14-15; Lk 4:14-15; Jn 4:43-46; 

Mt 12:1-8; Mk 2:23-28; Lk 6:1 

 From 2nd Passover to 3rd Passover  

 

 

 

 

 

 
28-29 AD 

• Jesus’ Galilean ministry continues with the Sermon on the Mount and healing ministry. Mt 5-7 

• Jesus rejected by religious leaders around summer of AD 28. Jesus only teaches in parables at this point on. 
 
Mt 12:22-37; Mk 3:19-30 

• Jesus travels to Jerusalem for the Feast (of Tabernacles?) around Oct, AD 28. Jn 5:1 

• Jesus returns to Galilee sending out the 12 disciples, receiving news of John’s death, and seeing the return of 
His 12 disciples. 

 
Mk 6:6-13; Lk 9:1-6 

• Jesus feeds the 5000 when the grass is green, denoting springtime of AD 29. 
Mt 14:13-21; Mk 6:32-44; Lk 9:10-17; Jn 6:1-15; 

Mk 6:39 

• The 3rd Passover takes place in AD 29. Jn 6:4 

 From 3rd Passover to 4th Passover  

 • Jesus withdraws to Phoenicia and returns by way of the Decapolis. Mt 15:21-28; Mk 7:24-30 
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29-30 AD 

• Jesus feeds the 4000, Peter confesses at Caesarea-Philippi, Jesus is transfigured, Jesus continues to teach and 

heal. 

Mt 15:32-39; Mk 8:1-10; Mt 16:13-20; Mk 8:27- 

30; Lk 9:18-21; Mt 17:19; 
Mk 9:2-10; Lk 9:28-36 
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• Jesus travels secretly to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles in Sept AD 29 and returns to Galilee. Jn 7:2,10 

• Jesus’ final 3 journeys to Jerusalem:  

1. Jesus travels from Galilee to Samaria where he sent out the 70 into the regions of Samaria and Perea. 

After their return, Jesus continues his ministry there. He then travels to Jerusalem for the Feast of Dedication in 

Dec AD 29. 

 

Lk 9:52-56; 10:1-25-;13:21; Lk 9:51; Jn 10:22-39 

2. Jesus goes to Perea. On his way to Jerusalem, he performs ministry of miracles and parables throughout 
Perea. He finally makes it to Jerusalem to raise Lazarus. 

 
Jn 10:40-42; Lk 13:22-17:10; Jn 11:1-54 

3. Jesus travels to Ephraim, and on his way to Jerusalem, continued through Samaria and Galilee. On his final 

approach to Jerusalem, he performed many miracles and gave many parables throughout Perea and Judea. 

Jesus finally enters Jerusalem to great fanfare, and, at 33 years old, his ministry ends on Nisan 14, the Day of 

Preparation, before Passover in AD 30. Jesus dies at the same time of the Passover lambs and does not 

fellowship with His disciples at this 4th Passover. 

 

 

Jn 11:54; Lk 17:11; Mt 19:1-20:34; Mk 10:1-52; 

Lk 17:11-19:28 

 
The Passion Week of Christ 

See "The Passion Week: Jesus as Our Passover 

Lamb" by Aaron Copeland 
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 • Jesus enters Jerusalem triumphantly on either Sunday evening, April 3, or on Saturday, April 4.  
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• Last supper occurs at 6pm April 6th on Thursday.  

• Jesus dies at 3pm on Friday, April 7th.  

• Jesus is resurrected on Sunday, April 9th.  

  

 

30 AD 

Pentacost (Feast of Weeks) occurs fifty days later, and the Church is born on May 27th. This begins the 

fulfillment of the bottom line of the Abrahamic Covenant, "...And in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed", and the prophesy to Joel regarding the sending of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Acts 1:8; 2:1-3; Gen 12:1; Joel 2:28-29 

; N
EW

 C
O

 

 • “Pentecost” is actually the Greek name for a festival known in the Old Testament as the Feast of Weeks. It 
celebrated the end of the grain harvest. 

 
Lev 23:15; Deut 16:9 
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• At Pentecost, the disciples witness the birth of the New Testament church in the coming of the Holy Spirit to 
indwell all believers. 

 
Lev 23:15; Deut 16:9; 

• Compare the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai (1491 BC), where 3000 people died, to the giving of the Holy Spirit, 

where 3000 people were saved. The Law of Moses was written on stone; while the Law of God is now written on 

the believer's heart. 

 

Ex 32 

32 AD Paul's conversion Acts 2-9:19 

32 - 35 AD Paul spends 3 yrs in Arabia Gal 1:17-18 

36 AD Pontius Pilate's rule over Judaea ends  

 

39 AD 
Herod Antipas's rule ends. Ancient coins reference Antipas's 43rd and last year of rule. This places the beginning 
of his rule in 4 BC. 

 

40 AD Herod Agrippa appointed king of Judea  

46 AD Paul begins 1st missionary Journey  

49 AD Council of Jerusalem (1st church council): Gentile believers' responsibility to the Law is resolved Gal 2:1-10; Acts 15:1-30  

49 AD Paul begins 2nd missionary Journey Acts 15:36-41 
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50 AD Paul spends 1-1/2 years at Corinth Acts 18:11 

51 - 52 AD Gallio serves as Proconsul in Achaia  

51 AD Paul stood trial before Gallio Acts 18:12-17 

54-68 AD Nero rules as emperor  

57 AD Paul writes Romans and is imprisoned in Caesarea  

59 AD Paul's voyage to Rome  

60 - 62 AD Paul writes "prison letters"  

64 AD Fire ravages Rome. Nero begins 4-year persecution of Christians.  

c. 67 AD Paul is Martyred  

70 AD Romans destroy Jerusalem and 2nd Temple on Tisha B'AvτLeaving no stone standing upon another Mt 24:2; Mk 13:2; Lk 13:34; 20:41-44; 21:6 

73 AD 960 Jews commit suicide at Masada while under Roman attack  

79 AD Mt. Vesuvius errupts and destroys Pompeii  

95 AD Apostle John writes Book of Revelation  

  

The Apostolic Fathers. Also, a part of the Ante-Nicene Fathers. They were taught directly from the Apostles. The apostolic fathers were very 

concerned about the proclamation of the gospel being just as the apostles themselves proclaimed it. They were not interested in formulating 

theological doctrine, for the gospel they had learned from the apostles was quite sufficient for them. The apostolic fathers were as zealous as the 

apostles themselves in rooting out and exposing any false doctrine that cropped up in the early church. The orthodoxy of the message was preserved 

by the apostolic fathers' desire to stay true to the gospel taught to them by the apostles. 
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The Apostolic Fathers’ writings show the importance of the doctrine of the Trinity in the first and second centuries, the respect that the early church 

had for the apostles, and the fervent love the leaders of the church had for their congregations. Their writings contain the same genres as the New 

Testament. First Clement, Ignatius’ Letters, and Polycarp’s Epistle to the Philippians are letters to churches or individuals. The Epistle of Barnabas is 

an example of a general epistle. The Shepherd of Hermas is written in an apocalyptic style and also includes parables. The Letter to Diognetus is 

apologetic in nature. Second Clement is much like Hebrews and is the earliest example of a Christian homily outside of the New Testament. The 

Martyrdom of Polycarp is a martyrology and has no New Testament parallel. The Didache is typically seen as an early manual or guide for believers; 

it instructs them in the basics of the faith and prepares them for baptism. 
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The Ante-Nicene Fathers. The ante-Nicene fathers also tried to stay true to the gospel, but they had an additional worry. Now there were several 

spurious writings claiming to have the same weight as the established writings of Paul, Peter, and Luke. The reason for concern about these spurious 

documents was evident. If the body of Christ could be persuaded to receive a false document, then error would creep into the church. So the ante- 

Nicene fathers spent a lot of their time defending the Christian faith from false doctrine, and this led to the beginnings of the formation of accepted 

church doctrine. 

100 AD Council of Jamnia lays the foundation for Orthodox Rabbinic Judaism.  

c. 100 AD The Didache comes into use as the earliest church service book 

132 - 135 AD Bar-Kokhba revolt against Rome. Hadrian kills 100,000 Jews at Betar on Tisha B'Av 
 

135 AD 

Romans destroy and plow Jerusalem just as Micah prophesied Lv 26:31-32; Dt 28:49-52; 29:23; Dan 9:26; Hos 

3:4-5; Mic 3:11-12; Lk 21:24 Babylonian 

Talmud, Gittin 57a-b 
Emperor Hadrian kills 580,000 Jews to suppress Bar Kochba revolt. 100,000 of these were slain at Betar on Tisha 
B'Av 

 

 

 

 

140 AD 

 
Marcionites. Marcionite Canon produced. The Marcionites were a gnostic sect founded by Marcion in Asia Minor. He taught that the God of the OT 

was different than the God of the NT. The former created the material world and embodied vanity, anger, and ruthless justice; while the latter was 

extra-worldly and embodied goodness. The outcome was that Marcion rejected the OT, and only accepted redacted forms of the Pauline epistles 

and the Gospel of Luke. When Polycarp met Marcion at Rome, he is said to have identified Marcion as "the firstborn of Satan." Marcion was expelled 

from the church as a heretic in 144, but the movement became widespread and powerful. 

 

170 AD 
Tatian produced the Diatesseron (Harmony of the Gospels) for the Assyrian Church. It combines the four Gospels into one chronological format. 

Muratorian Fragment contains list of 25 NT books (2 of which are spurious) 

185 - 254 AD Origin is born and lives 69 years. 

Novatianism. Sect started by Novation 

Manichaeism. Gnostic Christian sect founded by the Persian, Mani. Advocated a dualistic doctrine viewing the world as a fusion of spirit and matter, 

corresponding to the contrary principles of good and evil, respectively. 
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200 - 258 AD 

 

216 - 274 AD 

249 AD Decius usurps power to become Roman Emperor. 

 

250 AD 
In attempt to restore Rome's "golden age, orders everyone except Jews to sacrifice to the Roman gods in the presence of a Roman official and get a 

certificate of proof. Upon Christian refusal, the most famous eras of persecution began. Christianity comprised 2% of the empire's population. 

284 - 305 AD Diocletian rules as emperor 

285 AD Divides Roman Empire into east and west. 

293 - 303 AD Creates administrative tetrarchy; reforms army, currency, and taxation; establishes price controls. 

298 - 302 AD Christians in army are forced to resign. 

 

303 - 304 AD 
Implements the Great Persecution. Edicts call for church buildings to be destroyed, Bibles burned, Christians to lose civil rights, clergy to be 

imprisoned, and all people to sacrifice to pagan gods on pain of death. 

306 - 337 AD Constantine I, "The Great" rules as Emperor of Rome. He is baptized just before his death. 

c. 311 AD Eusebius of Pamphilius writes Ecclesiastical History 

312 AD 
Constantine converts to Christianity 

Donatism. 
 

313 AD Edict of Milan provides toleration for Christians, who represent 12% of the Roman Empire's population 

c. 318 AD Arianism gains popularity. Athanasius writes On the Incarnation 

 
The Post-Nicene Fathers. The post-Nicene fathers carried out the mission of defending the gospel against all kinds of heresies, so more and more 

the post-Nicene fathers grew interested in methods of defending the gospel and less interested in transmitting the gospel in a true and pure form. 

Thus, they began to slowly fall away from the orthodoxy that was the hallmark of the apostolic fathers. This was the age of the theologian and 

endless discussions on the minutia of various topics. 
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The early church fathers are an example to us of what it means to follow Christ and defend the truth. None of the early church fathers were perfect, 

just as none of us are perfect. Some of the early church fathers held beliefs that most Christians today consider to be incorrect. What eventually 

developed into Roman Catholic theology had its roots in the writings of the post-Nicene fathers. While we can gain knowledge and insight by 

studying the early church fathers, ultimately our faith must be in the Word of God, not in the writings of early Christian leaders. Only God’s Word is 

the infallible guide for faith and practice. 

 

325 AD 
[EC1]* First Council of Nicaea: Christ's divinity is affirmed as response to Arian heresy, and the date of Easter controversey is settled (Deut 6:4; Jn 
14:24-39; 17:1-5; Heb 1:1-8). 
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* EC1 refers to the First Ecumenical Council. These councils were meetings with all the bishops of the whole Church to settle matters of doctrine and 

practice. Only the first seven councils concern Protestant Christianity. All the subsequent councils are only of interest to Roman Catholicism and 

Eastern Orthodoxy. While many Protestants, especially of magesterial traditions, accept these teachings of the first seven councils, they do not 

ascibe to them the authority that the Roman Catolic and Eastern Orthodox do. It is agreed that these councils did not create new doctrines but only 

elucidated doctrines already in Scripture that had been misinterpreted by heretics. The primary purpose of these councils shows the historical 

ecumenical agreement concerning the natures of the Godhead and Christ Himself. 

  

330 AD Constantinople becomes the official capital of the Roman Empire  
 

 

 
340 - 430 AD 

 
Augustine of Hippo is born. He believed in two key elements: sola Scriptura over the authority of the church, and that people could not reach 

salvation by their own merit; rather God alone could bestow salvation by His divine grace. During the Middle Ages, the Roman Catholic Church 

taught salvation through a person's works of righteousness. Augustine's two central beliefs would later form the basis of Protestantism. 

336 AD First evidence exists of the celebration of Christmas on Dec 25 
 

350 - 387 AD 
Cyril is bishop in Jerusalem. During this time, Constantine's mother convinces Constantine to transform Jerusalem (still in ruin from the Bar Kochba 

revolt of AD 135) into a preeminent place of pilgrimage. The Church of the Holy Sepulcher is built during this time. 

 

350 AD Frumentius converts the Ethiopian royalty of Axum. Christians represent 56% of the Roman Empire's population 

 

367 AD 
Athanasius's 39th Festal Letter sets date for Easter that year and includes a canonical list of 27 NT books, all the OT books in addition of 2 other 
books. 

379 - 395 AD Theodosius I rules as Roman Emperor 

c. 380 AD A woman named, Egeria, describes her account of Christian worship in Jerusalem 
 

381 AD 
[EC2] First Council of Constantinople: Christ's proclaimed as perfectly man in opposition to Apollinarians which were labelled as heretical, and the 
Nicene Creed is revised to the present form. 

 

 

 

 
 

386 AD 

Augustine converts to Christianity  

Nestorius is born and lives until c. 450. He was a theologian and Archbishop of Constantinople from 428 to 431. He was opposed to Arianism and 

supported the views of Pelagius against Augustine. Yet his teachings on Christology and Mariology were considered controversial and caused major 

disputes. He was deposed from his see by the Council of Ephesus in 431. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

300's AD 

 
Mariology. In upholding the divine nature of Jesus as fully God, the term, Theotokos , or "God-bearing one" was used to describe the man born of 

Mary. Because Jesus was God, then logically, Mary gave birth to God. So, in order to assert that Jesus was truly God, even when in Mary's womb and 

during the process of birth, Mary was given the title, theotokos . 

Even though it is illogical to attribute birth to a theistic God who has no beginning and cannot experience the process of becoming, if Jesus is fully 

God then logic dictates that we must say God is born, and be willing to call His mother Mary, the "God-bearing one." This logic is another 

consequence of the principle of the communication of attributes, which expresses the conviction that Jesus is both God and man. 

While many orthodox bishops accepted this title for Mary, unfortunately so did many heretics. Arians and Apollinarians had no difficulty accepting 

it either. Acknowledging Jesus to not be of the same substance of God the Father, they had no problem with seeing Jesus as being born/created of 

Mary. They had no concern to protect the full humaity of Jesus, so calling Mary the, "Mother of God" was in their favor. 

Nestorius opposed these heretical groups and sought to maintain the full humanity of Christ. Because of this, he maintained that theotokos 

seemed maintain only the divinity, and not the humanity, of Christ. To avoid saying "God is born," Nestorious taught that one must say, "Christ is 

born." In so doing, Christ's deity and humanity is maintained. Rather than labelling Mary in misleading terms as the "God-bearer" or as the "man-

bearer," Nestorius opted to refer to Mary as the Christotokos, or "Christ-bearer." In the Council of Ephesus (431), Nestorius' view was rejected, and 

He was branded a heretic and removed from his position. 

The term theotokos was originally intended to affirm the deity of Christ, but it gradually came to be a title of honor for Mary. In order to exalt the 

holiness of Christ, it became customary to exalt the holiness of the one who bore Him in her womb. 

In later centuries, the definition of theotokos evolved to express Mary's personal glory as the "Mother of God," and was rejected by many who 

accepted the full deity and preexistence of her Son. Even though the doctrine of the Virgin Birth, from the Scriptures, relates to a virginal conception, 

pious tradition would eventually see Mary as the perpetual virgin going so far in later times to claim that her hymen remained intact after the birth 

of Jesus. 

The tendency to exalt Mary in both Western and Eastern traditions reached high points in Roman Catholicism with the doctrines of the Immaculate 

Conception (1851) and of her bodily Assumption (1950). While an ancient hymn from the Eastern Orthox liturgy proclaims, "He whom the entire 

universe could not contain was contained within your womb, O Theotokos ." 

Nestorius warred against the making of the Virgin into a goddess, but in his zeal for theological precision at all costs, he alienated himself from the 

bulk of the church—from those who emphasized Christ's deity alone and from those devoted to the growing cult of Mary. For the first time, growing 

popular piety was beginning to play a role in deciding a major theological issue. 

 

 
393 AD 

Council of Hippo Regius: 

• For the first time a council of bishops approved a canonical list for the Bible (26 NT books, OT, and apocrypha). 

• Raffirmed apostolic origin of the requirement of celibacy for the clergy 

397 AD 3rd Council of Carthage: Reaffirms canonical list of the Council of Hippo 

405 AD Jerome (347-420) produces the Latin Vulgate. Latin was the language used in Europe for official business and also in the church. 

408 - 450 AD Theodosius II rules as Roman Emperor 
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417 AD 

Pelagianism. Founded by Pelagius, who was born in England but moved to Rome as an unordained monk. There, he gained a large audience who 

adhered to his heretical view concerning the freedom of the human will. In order to elevate holy living, he put responsibility among his followers by 

teaching against original sin. Sin was the conscious choice of evil over good. Pelagius was excommunicated by the bishop of Rome in 417. His false 

doctrines were fought by Augustine and condemned in the Council of Carthage in 418, in the Council of Ephesus in 431, and other councils, but his 

theology still persists to this day. 

Compare to Rom 5:12,15-19; Ps 51:5 cf Ezk 51:5 cf Ezk 18:20; Rom 6:23 cf Rom 3:10-18; Eph 2:1. 
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418 - 422 AD 

Boniface I becomes bishop of Rome. Boniface supported Augustine in combating Pelagianism forwarding to him two Pelagian letters Boniface had 

received calumniating Augustine. In recognition of this solicitude, Augustine dedicated to Boniface his rejoinder contained in Contra duas Epistolas 

Pelagianoruin Libri quatuor . 
426 AD Augustine completes City of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

431 AD 

 

[EC3] Council of Ephesus: 

Two arguments were presented, one by Bishop Nestorius of Constantinople and the other by St. Cyril of Alexandria. 

Nestorius firmly believed that Mary should be called Christotokos, “Birth-giver of Christ” (also translated as “Christ-bearer”). However, his language 

was perceived as presenting Christ with two seperate persons conjoined in Christ. So Mary could give Jesus human flesh and be called the "Christ- 

bearer" but not the "God-bearer." 

Cyril and a majority of bishops believed Mary should be called Theotokos, "Birth-giver to God" or Mother of God." Theotokos literally means "God- 

bearer." (see Mariology). This terminology affirmed that Jesus is "one person in two natureswhich are united." 

• Affirmed Jesus as one person against Nestorianism 

• Proclaimed the vigin Mary as the theotokos , or "God bearing one" 

• Condemned Pelagianism 

• The Assyrian Church of the East rejected this council because they revered some of the saints that were anathematized by other Oriental Orthodox 

churches 

438 AD Theodosius II issues law allowing only Christians into the military 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
451 AD 

 

[EC4] Council of Chalcedon: Christ's two-fold nature is affirmed 

The fact that Mary, as the theotokos, finds no place in the outcome of this council shows that her veneration was still negligible during this time. 

• Against Arius, the full deity of Christ is affirmed 

• Against Apollinarius, the full humanity of Christ in body and in mind is affirmed 

• Against Nestorius, it is affirmed that Christ is one person 

• Against Eutyches, it is affirmed that the deity and humanity of Christ remain distinct and are not blurred together 

• Against Monophysitism, that Christ has two, not one, natures—divine and human 

• Adopted the Chalcedonian Creed 

• The Oriental Orthodox churches did not recognize this council as they essentially hold to Monophysitism 

 

476 AD 
Fall of Rome. the Germanic leader Odoacer staged a revolt and deposed Emperor Romulus Augustulus. From then on, no Roman emperor would 

ever again rule from a post in Italy. This begins the Middle, or Medieval, Ages. 
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529 AD 

 

Scholasticism. Christian emperor Justinian closed the Platonic Academy in Athens and sealed “the downfall of the physical establishments of pagan 

philosophy.” In the same year, another event occurred which points much less to the past than to the coming age, and especially, to the rise of 

Scholasticism—namely, the foundation of Monte Cassino, the first Benedictine abbey. It was located above one of the highways of the great folk 

migrations. This highly symbolic fact suggests the initial shift of the scene of intellectual life from places like the Academy to the cloisters of Christian 

monasteries. 
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Scholasticism was a medieval philosophical movement that combined Catholic theology with the philosophies of more ancient writers such as 

Augustine and Aristotle. During what is called the Carolingian Renaissance (late 8th to 9th century), Charlemagne set up schools in every church 

throughout the Holy Roman Empire. The monks began to study and learn in these schools, and the schools attracted learners from all over Europe. 

The word scholasticism comes from the word for “school” because the movement began in Charlemagne’s schools. 

 
However, Plato’s and Aristotle’s ideas and traditional Catholic dogma were influences on Scholasticism. Scholars sought to apply logic and reason to 

theology and to create a “web” of distinct truths that, when compared to one another, show truth to be an internally consistent whole. The same 

process can be seen in many academic systematic theologies today. 

 

553 AD [EC5] Second Council of Constantinople: Reaffirmed previous councils, rejected new Arian, Nestorian, and Monophysite writings. 

 

c. 650 AD 
Paulicians. A dualistic Christian sect influenced by Marcionism (2nd century) and Manichaeism (3rd century). It is unknown which "Paul" the group is 
named after. 

 

680-681 AD [EC6] Third Council of Constantinople: Affirmed Jesus had both a divine and a human will against Monotheilitism. 

 

726 AD 
Emperor Leo III begins the iconography contoversey by ordering the destruction of a bronze icon of Christ that stood over the doors of the imperial 
palace. 
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754 AD 

[EC7] Council of Hieria: Condemned veneration of icons. 

• This is the original and true 7th council called into session by Constantine V. 
• Anathemetized iconophils—especially John of Damascus. 
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787 AD 

[EC7] Second Council of Nicaea: Restored veneration of icons and ended first iconoclasm. 

• This supposed seventh council, called into session by Empress Irene, is rejected by Protostant churches, but held to by Roman Catholic and 

Orthodox churches. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

800 - 814 AD 

Charlemagne or "Charles the Great" (Charles I). He was Kiing of the Franks from 768, King of the Lombards from 774, and Emperor of the Romans 

from 800. He was the first to rule from western Europe since the fall of the Western Roman Empire in AD 476. 

The deepening of the spiritual life was later to be seen as central to public policy and royal governance. His reform focused on strengthening the 

church's power structure, improving clergy's skill and moral quality, standardising liturgical practices, improvements on the basic tenets of the faith 

and the rooting out of paganism. His authority extended over church and state. He could discipline clerics, control ecclesiastical property and define 

orthodox doctrine. Despite the harsh legislation and sudden change, he had developed support from clergy who approved his desire to deepen the 

piety and morals of his subjects. 

In 809–810, Charlemagne called a church council in Aachen, which confirmed the unanimous belief in the West that the Holy Spirit proceeds from 

the Father and the Son (ex Patre Filioque) and sanctioned inclusion in the Nicene Creed of the phrase Filioque (and the Son). For this Charlemagne 

sought the approval of Pope Leo III. The Pope, while affirming the doctrine and approving its use in teaching, opposed its inclusion in the text of the 

Creed as adopted in the 381 First Council of Constantinople. This spoke of the procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father, without adding phrases 

such as "and the Son", "through the Son", or "alone". Stressing his opposition, the Pope had the original text inscribed in Greek and Latin on two 

heavy shields that were displayed in Saint Peter's Basilica. 

 

 

 

 

 
1054 AD 

 

East-West Schism. Event that precipitated the final seperation between the Eastern Orthodox Church, led by the Patriarch of Constantinople, 

Michael Cerularius, and the Western Roman Catholic Church, led by Pope Leo IX. The excommunications by the pope and the patriarch that followed 

the split became a watershed in church history and were not lifted until after the historic meeting between Pope Paul VI and Patriarch Athenagoras I 

in Jerusalem in 1964. In 1965 both leaders presided over simultaneous ceremonies revoking the excommunication decrees. 

This split was the pinacle of growing estrangment, theologically and politically, throughout the 5th to 11th century. After the split, wars were 

fought between both sides, and the Pope in Rome was committed to establishing authority over the eastern church. 
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1090 - 1153 AD 

 

 
Bernard of Clairvaux. He was a burgundian (French) abbot and a major leader in the revitalization of Benedictine monasticism, through the 

Cistercian Order, to a more primitive and austere pattern of life. He founded the abbey of Clairvaux. 

Bernard may have been the last great medieval Catholic with whom the early Fathers would have felt at home. In Bernard's day major changes were 

already being made, and, within 75 years, these changes would turn the medieval church into a new kind of institution. Bernard would have shared 

more in common Augustine (west) and Chrysostem (east), from the past, and with Luther, in the future, than with the great scholastic, Thomas 

Aquinas, only 100 years later—who held to the heresy of transubstantiation. Today, both Protestants and Catholics quote him. John Calvin 

considered him the major witness to truth between the time of Gregory the Great and the 1500's. 

Bernard authored the poems of the following hymns: "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded," Jesus the Very Thought of Thee," and "Jesus, Thou Joy of 

Loving Hearts." 

Famous quote: "You wish me to tell you why and how God should be loved. My answer is that God Himself is the reason He is to be loved." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1066 AD 

 
Norman conquest of England by William, Duke of Normandy. Whole books of the Bible and many biblical passages had been previously translated 

from the Latin Vulgate into the Anglo Saxon "Old English", such as the Wessex Gospels. The Normans conquest meant that Norman French would 

become the language of the ruling class. Meanwhile, the slow evolution of the Anglo-Saxon and Norman Saxon into one language caused many 

different dialects even between neighboring areas. Eventually all the strands came together to form a new language called, "Middle English." 

During the evolutionary stage, however, Bibles translated into anglicanized French were of little value. The Pope, as the absentee landlord in Rome, 

also caused Bible translation to take a step backwards. Eventually, in the 1300's, it occured to some that having the entire bible in the language of 

the people would be a good thing. 

 

 

 
1100's AD 

The use of God's name as 'Jehovah' is first used. The Heb. word Yahweh is in EVV usually translated ‘the LORD’ (note the capitals) and sometimes 

‘Jehovah’. The latter name originated as follows. The original Heb. text was not vocalized; in time the ‘tetragrammaton’ YHWH was considered too 

sacred to pronounce; so ’aḏōnāy (‘my Lord’) was substituted in reading, and the vowels of this word were combined with the consonants YHWH to 

give ‘Jehovah’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c.1100 - 1200's AD 

 
Cathari (Cathars)/Albigensianism. The most influential heresy that flourished in Western Europe (especially in southern France centered in the city 

of Albi). 

They were a heretical sect that upheld a neo-Manichaean dualism—that there are two principles, one good, and the other evil, and that the material 

world is evil. Human beings were believed to be spirits trapped in physical bodies. The leaders of this sect, called "The Perfect", lived with great 

austerity, remaining chaste, and avoiding foods derived from sexual union. 

Similar views were held in Armenia, by the Paulicians (mid 7th century), and in the Middle East, by the Bogomils, who were closely related to the 

Cathari. Ultimately, these sects were influenced by the dualism of Marcionism, a gnostic movement in the 2nd century, and by Manichaeism, a 

gnostic religion founded in the 3rd century by the Persian prophet, Mani. 
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1205 AD 

 
Waldenses. Valdes, also called Peter Waldo, died. He was a successful merchant and French religious leader who underwent a conversion, took a 

vow of poverty, and began to preach a doctrine of voluntary poverty in Lyon around 1170. Pope Lucius III forbade Valdes to preach, and in 1182, he 

and his followers known as the Poor of Lyon (later the Waldenses), were excommunicated for violating the ban on preaching and removed from the 

city. They were then condemned at a church council in 1184 alongside other alleged heretics, called the Cathari, who Valdes had preached against. 

Such severe persecution forced them to begin travelling and teaching in secret. During the Protestant Reformation, the Waldenses accepted 

Genevan forms of worship and church polity. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1215 AD 

The Magna Carta is Signed. At the beginning of the thirteenth century King John of England was tired of Pope Innocent III, and the feeling was 

mutual. In order to bring the king to heel, the pope ordered the church to take industrial action by refusing all marriages, baptisms and burials. 

Bowing to this pressure, King John signed away his crown and kingdom to the pope. 

The knights responded by forcing the king to sign the Magna Carta in 1215, a people’s charter of rights. The knights and barons were determined 

not to let either king or pope have unrestricted power in England. 

Transubstantiation. The change by which the substance (though not the appearance) of the bread and wine in the Eucharist becomes Christ’s real 

presence—that is, his body and blood—at the moment of consecration. 

With the promulgation of this doctrine, the church transformed from being a community of faith to a custodian of sacraments. When Paul speaks 

of Christians as the "stewards of the mysteries of God." (1 Cor 4:1), he was speaking of doctrinal mysteries and not primarily the mysteries of the 

sacraments. 

With this doctrine, the church was legitimately concerned with assuring the faithful that their spiritual needs were completely met in the ministry 

of the church. The unfortunate byproduct of this concern was the growing feeling that the church has custody over the very body of Christ and hence 

over salvation itself. 

This doctrine greatly intensified sacerdotalism. Gradually, the Church came to perceive heresy not as a challenge to the truth of Christian doctrine 
but as an attack on the stewardship and on the power that that stewardship brought with it. 

 
Fourth Lateran Council. This was the high water mark for the medieval papacy under Innocent III. In this council, Innocent sought to reform the 

morals of the church but only succeeded in making it's differences from ancient catholicism official and permanent. 

• The doctrine of transubstantiation was established. 

• The sacrament of penance instituted. 

• The Inquisition, which began as a commission of inquiry under Alexander III a generation earlier, now became a permanent part of church life 

known as The Holy Office of the Inquisition. A faith that stressed the power and authority of its officially installed ministry to distribute the physical 

body and blood of its Lord (transubstantiation), needed to have an official institution to make certain that its official acts and doctrines were taken at 

face value. 

1225 - 1274 AD Thomas Aquinas is born in Italy. 

1291 AD Tyre destroyed for the final time. This is fulfillment of Ezekiel's prophecy (Ezk 26). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1301 AD 

Unam Sanctam (one Holy). Papal bull issued by Pope Boniface VIII was the most famous papal document of the middle ages, affirming the authority 

of the pope as the heir of Peter and Vicar of Christ over all human authorities, spiritual and temporal. 

Spiritual power was to rest in the hands of the Church. Temporal power remains in the hands of kings and soldiers, but is to be exercised only as 

the Church permits, because things which are spiritual are superior to things which are temporal. If lesser spiritual power errs, it is to be judged by 

higher spiritual power all the way up to the supreme spiritual power, the papacy itself, which can be judged only by God. 'We declare, state and 

define that it is absolutely necessary for salvation that every human creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff.' 

Boniface VIII then confirmed the disputed choice of Albert of Hapsburg as Holy Roman Emperor, in 1303, and announced that the emperor was 

overlord of all other rulers, including the king of France, under the ultimate supremacy of the pope. 

King Philip IV "The Fair", of France, along with the Colonna family and some cardinals, rose up and seized Boniface. While local townspeople 

rescued him, the physical and psychological shock led to his death soon after. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1309 - 1377 AD 

 
Avignon Papacy. Clement V, becomes a French pope, through the manipulation of French King Philip IV, in 1305. 

Four years later, in 1309, Clement V moved the throne of Peter from Rome to Avignon, France. By creating a majority of French cardinals, Clement 

assured a line of French popes. 

Not allowing the church a role in secular affairs, Philip forced Clement to annul Pope Boniface VIII’s bulls Clericis Laicos, forbidding clergy to pay 

subsidies to lay authorities, and Unam Sanctam , defining the pope’s supreme authority. From 1307 Philip wanted to destroy the Knights Templars, a 

powerful religious military order of knighthood. After Philip accused the Templars of heresy, Clement arranged for a council to meet at Vienne, 

Dauphiné, in order to settle the issue. The prospect of this council prompted Clement to select Avignon, where he arrived in 1309, for his residence; 

he found it to be a more suitable centre for church administration than Rome, primarily for political reasons. The Council of Vienne convened in 

1311. Clement approved the council’s decision to charge heresy against the Spirituals, Franciscan extremists who observed absolute material 

poverty. In April 1312 Philip forced Clement, outside the council, to suppress the Templars. Furthermore, Clement was obliged to dissolve the 

Templars himself so as not to leave their extinction to Philip and to erase from the papal registers all apostolic letters against Philip and his agents. 

For yielding to France and complying with Philip, for turning against Henry, for practicing simony (selling ecclesiastical offices), and for transferring 

the papal see from Rome to Avignon, Clement was censured by Dante in Inferno XIX as “a shepherd without law, of uglier deed” and a “new Jason.” 

He was responsible for the “Babylonian Captivity” (1309–77), during which the papacy abandoned its traditional residence in Rome for Avignon. 

During this time, there were seven French popes and 111 of the 134 cardinals were also French. This period ended with the period of the Western- 

Schism, also known as the Papal-Schism. 
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1330 - 1384 AD 

 

 

 
John Wycliffe. Wycliffe was born in England. He was a theologian, philosopher, church reformer, and promoted the 1st complete translation of the 

Bible into English. He defended the right of the king to rule in England. This made the Oxford theologian popular with nobility, and the powerful John 

of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, became his patron. 

Wycliffe sumarized the sate of the nation by stating, "The chief cause, beyond doubt, of the existing state of things, is our lack of faith in Holy 

Scripture . . . It is His [God’s] pleasure that the books of the Old and New Law should be read and studied." 

Wycliffe and his team set out their threefold purpose in translating the Bible: first, to test and correct the doctrine of the church; second, to anchor 

men’s experiences in the truth; and third, to lead men and women to Christ. The first of the Bibles was produced just before his death. 

In 1378 he began a systematic attack on the beliefs and practices of the church. He held to the invisible church made up of predestined believers 

rather than the visible church of Rome. He condemned the doctrine of transubstantiation as idolatrous and unscriptural in favor of the doctrine of 

remanence. He believed the Bible was the sole source of Christian doctrine and should be available to all who could read. The Lollards promoted his 

ideas. All of his works were condemned and banned at the synod in London in 1382. He continued to write and died from a stroke. 

 
The Lollards. Those influenced by the writings of John Wycliffe went out as ‘Poor Preachers’ throughout England and Wales, each with a copy of the 

Bible in his hand. They were mockingly referred to as ‘Lollards’—a word that probably meant something like ‘mumblers.’ For the first time in thirteen 

centuries the Englishman had the Bible in his own tongue. Without the printing press, every copy was handwritten, yet astonishingly some twenty 

copies of the whole Bible and around ninety of the New Testament have survived to this day—all the more surprising when we consider the vigorous 

opposition that it met with on the part of the authorities. 

The church responded in alarm, and in 1394 a bill was presented to Parliament forbidding anyone to read the Bible in English without a bishop’s 

licence. ‘What!’ exploded John of Gaunt in 1390 when the House of Lords was presented with a motion to burn all Wycliffe’s Bibles. ‘Are we the very 

dregs of humanity that we cannot possess the laws of our religion in our own tongue?’ Nearly two decades after Wycliffe’s death, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury wrote to the pope about ‘this pestilent and wretched John Wyclif, of cursed memory, that son of the old serpent.’ Making the Bible 

available in the mother tongue was regarded as scattering ‘pearls before swine’ and it was the firm belief of the learned divines of the day that the 

Bible was given, not to the people, but to the church to interpret for the people. Between 1401 and 1409 the church took vigorous steps to ensure 

that it could hand over to the state for public burning those convicted of heresy—and translating a Bible into English or reading such a translation 

was heresy. These ‘Constitutions of Oxford’ were applied so vigorously that by the early sixteenth century Wycliffe’s Bible was scarce. However, the 

effect of the Bible was to bring both revival and reformation into the nation, and the later revisions of Wycliffe’s Bible enjoyed great popularity 

throughout the fifteenth century. One hundred fifty years after the death of Wycliffe, Sir Thomas More—ill-fated Chancellor to Henry VIII—was 

grumbling that you could not meet two men on the roads of England ‘without one of them being a Wycliffite.’ 

In a tract called the General Prologue, published around 1395, the principles of translation which Wycliffe and his team had adopted were set out. 

Bearing in mind that they had no one to model themselves on, their principles are remarkably modern. 

 
Wycliffe's Bible (1382-1395). The name now given to a group of hand-copied Bible translations into Middle English that were made under the 

direction of John Wycliffe. They appeared over a period from approximately 13 years. These Bible translations were the chief inspiration and cause of 

the Lollard movement, a pre-Reformation movement that rejected many of the distinctive teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. In the early 

Middle Ages, most Western Christian people encountered the Bible only in the form of oral versions of scriptures, verses and homilies in Latin (other 

sources were mystery plays, usually performed in the vernacular, and popular iconography). Though relatively few people could read at this time, 

Wycliffe's idea was to translate the Bible into the vernacular, saying "it helpeth Christian men to study the Gospel in that tongue in which they know 

best Christ's sentence". 

Long thought to be the work of Wycliffe himself, the Wycliffe translations are now generally believed to be the work of several hands. Nicholas of 

Hereford is known to have translated a part of the text; John Purvey and perhaps John Trevisa are names that have been mentioned as possible 

authors. The translators worked from the Vulgate, the Latin Bible that was the standard Biblical text of Western Christianity. They included in the 

testaments those works which would later be called the Apocrypha by most Protestants (referred to as deuterocanonical by Roman Catholics and 

some Anglicans), along with 3 Esdras (which is now called 2 Esdras) and Paul's epistle to the Laodiceans. 

Although unauthorised, the work was popular. Wycliffe Bible texts are the most common manuscript literature in Middle English. The association 

between Wycliffe's Bible and Lollardy caused the Kingdom of England and the established Catholic Church in England to undertake a drastic 

campaign to suppress it. In the early years of the 15th century Henry IV (in his statute De haeretico comburendo ), Archbishop Thomas Arundel, and 

Henry Knighton published criticism and enacted some of the severest religious censorship laws in Europe at that time. Even twenty years after 

Wycliffe's death, at the Oxford Convocation of 1408, it was solemnly voted that no new translation of the Bible should be made without prior 

approval. 

However, as the text translated in the various versions of the Wycliffe Bible was the Latin Vulgate, and as it contained no heterodox content, there 

was in practice no way by which the ecclesiastical authorities could distinguish the banned version; and consequently many Catholic commentators 

of the 15th and 16th centuries (such as Thomas More) took these manuscript English Bibles to represent an anonymous earlier orthodox translation. 

Consequently, manuscripts of the Wycliffe Bible, which when inscribed with a date always purport to precede 1409, the date of the ban, circulated 

freely and were widely used by clergy and laity. 
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1348 AD 
The Plague. This pandemic was responsible for killing one-third of the population of Europe, and 200 a day were dying in London alone. Meanwhile, 

Wycliffe was attacking the wandering friars that were robbing and deceiving the English people. 
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1370 - 1415 AD 

 

Jan Hus & The Hussites. Hus was born in southern Bohemia (Czekloslovkia). He was embroiled in the Western Schism (1378-1417). While Hus 

supported the reform to be found in Pope Alexander V, Archbishop Zbyněk was forced, by Czech King Wenceslas, to recognize Alexander V as the 

legitimate pope. 

The archbishop, through a large bribe, induced Alexander to prohibit preaching in private chapels, including the Bethlehem Chapel, where Hus 

regularly preached. Hus refused to obey the pope’s order, whereupon Zbyněk excommunicated him. Despite his condemnation, Hus continued to 

preach at the Bethlehem Chapel and to teach at the University of Prague. Zbyněk was ultimately forced by the king to promise Hus his support 

before the Roman Curia, but he then died suddenly in 1411, and the leadership of Hus’s enemies passed to the Curia itself. 

In 1412 the case of Hus’s heresy, which had been tacitly dropped, was revived because of a new dispute over the sale of indulgences that had been 

issued by Alexander’s successor, the antipope John XXIII, to finance his campaign against Pope Gregory XII. Their sale in Bohemia aroused general 

indignation but had been approved by King Wenceslas, who, as usual, shared in the proceeds. Hus publicly denounced these indulgences before the 

university and, by so doing, lost the support of Wenceslas. This was to prove fatal to him. 

At the Council of Constance (1415), he was convicted as a Wycliffe heretic and burned at the stake. Hus was influenced to some degree by 

Wycliffe's underlying principles, upholding predestination and sola Scriptura over the authority of the Roman Catholic church. His followers and 

religious reformers called themselves Hussites. 

The death of Hus was not the end of his movement. A civil war in Bohemia soon led to the formation of an independent Bohemian Catholic church, 

which was later absorbed by Rome. Remnants of the Hussite movement evolved first into the Unitas Fratrum (Unity of Brethren: a religious group 

that rejected transubstantiation and advocated nonviolence and a strict biblical faith) and then into the protestant Moravian Church, founded in the 

18th century. In the emergence of churches independent of Rome, as well as in various specific doctrinal and moral teachings, Hus anticipated the 

Protestant Reformation a century later. In the 16th century his disciples joined with the Lutherans in their struggle against the church and the 

emperor. 

His enemies, particularly Stanislav and Páleč, wrote a large number of polemical treatises against Hus, which he answered in an equally vigorous 

manner. The most important of his treatises was De Ecclesia (The Church) . 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1378 - 1417 AD 

 
 
 

Western Schism or Great Schism. In the history of the Roman Catholic Church, when there were two, and later three, rival popes, each with his own 

following, his own Sacred College of Cardinals, and his own administrative offices. 

After Gregory XI reestablished the papal capital in Rome, cardinals of the Sacred College selected a second pope, who assumed the vacant Avignon 

seat. This marked the onset of the Great Schism. A succession of such “antipopes” were selected, and the Great Schism was not healed until 1417. 

The increased power and ambitions of the cardinals led, no doubt, to the Great Schism and to the subsequent emergence of conciliarism, a theory 

that a general council of the church has greater authority than the pope and may, if necessary, depose him. 

Shortly after the return of the papal residence to Rome, by Pope Gregory XI, following almost 70 years of the Avignon papacy, the archbishop of 

Bari was elected pope as Urban VI amid demands by the Roman populace for “a Roman or at least an Italian.” Urban VI proved to be so hostile to the 

cardinals, who had assumed great powers during the years at Avignon, that a group of cardinals retired to Anagni and elected one of themselves, 

Robert of Geneva, as Clement VII, claiming the election of Urban VI had been invalid because it was made under fear. Clement VII then took up 

residence at Avignon. Although Roman Catholic church historians generally agree that Urban VI and his successors were the legitimate popes, there 

has never been an official pronouncement to this effect. 

The double election had disastrous effects upon the church. The followers of the two popes were divided chiefly along national lines, and thus the 

dual papacy fostered the political antagonisms of the time. The spectacle of rival popes denouncing each other produced great confusion and 

resulted in a tremendous loss of prestige for the papacy. 

Various proposals for ending the schism were made, especially by the University of Paris, which suggested either mutual resignation or a decision 

by an independent tribunal or a general council. This last proposal was in line with the growing conciliar movement, according to which a general 

council has greater authority than a pope. Both lines of popes refused to submit. Eventually cardinals from both obediences, seeking to end the 

schism, arranged the Council of Pisa, which met in 1409 and elected a third pope, Alexander V, who was succeeded shortly thereafter by Baldassare 

Cossa, who took the name John XXIII. Under pressure from the emperor Sigismund, John convoked, in 1414, the Council of Constance, which 

deposed him, received the resignation of the Roman pope, Gregory XII, and dismissed the claims of the Avignon pope, Benedict XIII. That series of 

events opened the way to the election of Martin V in November 1417, whereby the schism was ended. 

It should be noted that the Council of Pisa (1409) deposed pope Gregory XII and antipope Benedict XIII and in their place, elected Alexander V. Both 

deposed popes retained jurisdiction over portions of western Europe; thus there were three popes during that time. 

 

 

 
 

1439 AD 

 
Johannes Gutenberg (c.1400-1468). He was a German goldsmith, inventor, printer, and publisher who introduced printing to Europe with his 

mechanical movable-type printing press. His work started the Printing Revolution and is regarded as a milestone of the second millennium, ushering 

in the modern period of human history. It played a key role in the development of the Renaissance, Reformation, Age of Enlightenment, and 

Scientific Revolution, as well as laying the material basis for the modern knowledge-based economy and the spread of learning to the masses. 
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1453 AD 

Fall of Constantinople. The Byzantine Empire's capital falls to 21-year old, Sultan Mehmed II "The Conqueror", of the Ottoman Empire, after a 53- 

day siege. Mehmed II Makes Constantinople (renamed to Istanbul in 1930) the capital of the Ottoman Empire, and marked the end of the 

Byzantine/Roman Empire which had lasted almost 1,500 years. The Church of the Holy Wisdom (the Hagia Sophia ), where many men and women 

were raped in the ensuing pillaging of the city, was promptly converted into a mosque. 

The migration waves of Byzantine scholars and émigrés in the period following the sacking of Constantinople, and the fall of Constantinople in 

1453, is considered by many scholars key to the revival of Greek and Roman studies that led to the development of the Renaissance humanism and 

science. These émigrés were grammarians, humanists, poets, writers, printers, lecturers, musicians, astronomers, architects, academics, artists, 

scribes, philosophers, scientists, politicians and theologians. They brought to Western Europe the far greater preserved and accumulated knowledge 

of their own (Greek) civilization. 

These migration waves brought priceless manuscripts of the Greek New Testament into western Europe and motivated European scholars to study 

the New Testament in its original Greek language. Erasmus was one such scholar. 

  

1466 AD German Bible is translated from the Latin 

1471 AD Italian Bible is translated from the Latin 

1474 AD French and Bohemian Bibles are translated from the Latin 

1477 AD Dutch Bible is translated from the Latin 

 

 

 
 

1516 AD 

Desiderius Erasmus (1469-1536). Born in Rotterdam, Holland, He was a Dutch humanist and the greatest scholar of the northern Renaissance. He 

compiled and edited the Greek NT manuscripts brought with immigrants, escaping the fall of Constantinople and the Byzantine Empire, and 

published a complete Greek New Testament in Germany. 

This text is very close to the Majority Text. Erasmus would continue revising his text until his last revision would become Stephanus' received text, 

published in 1550. 

1509 - 1564 AD John Calvin & The Calvinists. John Calvin was born in  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1517 AD 

 

 

 
Martin Luther. Luther (1483-1546), born in Germany, was a theologian and religious reformer who was the catalyst of the Protestant Reformation 

that resulted in the division of Western Christendom between Roman Catholic and the Protestant traditions consisting of Lutheranism, Calvinism, 

Anglicanism, Anabaptists, and the Antitrinitarians. 

 
Protestant Reformation. Luther's "Disputation on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences," also known as "The Ninety-Five Theses," was nailed to the 

door of the Wittenberg Castle church on October 31. These were a list of propositions and questions written for academic debate. Like Augustine, 

Luther was committed to the ideas that God desired believers to seek repentance, that salvation was by faith alone—not good works, and that the 

Scriptures were the sole source of authority for believers. He objected to the corrupt practice of selling indulgences. 

 
Lutherans. Lutheran distinctives consisted of the following: 

• Consubstantiation 

 

 

 
1519 AD 

 

Huldrych Zwingli (1484-1531) & Zwinglians. He began the Reformed tradition, in the city of Zürich, drawing heavily from the writings of Augustine of 

Hippo. He was joined by Martin Brucer, Wolfgang Capito, William Farel, Johannes Oecolampadius, and other reformed thinkers. 

1522 AD Luther's German Bible. Translated from the Greek, is published. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1525 AD 

 

William Tyndale (1494-1536) and the English Bible. In the early 16th century it was still forbidden to translate the Bible into English, the vernacular 

language everyone could understand, and doing so and publishing it attracted the death penalty. Tyndale, however, believed in the need for there to 

be a Bible in English that everybody could read for themselves without the need for interpretation from the clergy. 

Despite the risks, he translated the New Testament into English based on the original Hebrew and Greek texts and occasionally consulting the Latin 

Vulgate and Desiderius Erasmus’s 1516 Latin New Testament. 

When he published the first printed English New Testament in 1525, all the power of the Church of Rome was insufficient to stop its distribution. 

When the bishop sought to buy and burn every copy of Tyndale’s work, the funds were merely placed into printing additional copies. 

In 1535, Tyndale was arrested and jailed in the castle of Vilvoorde (Filford) outside Brussels for over a year. In 1536, he was convicted of heresy and 

executed by strangulation, after which his body was burnt at the stake. His dying prayer was that the King of England's eyes would be opened; this 

seemed to find its fulfilment just one year later with Henry's authorisation of the Matthew Bible, which was largely Tyndale's own work, with missing 

sections translated by John Rogers and Miles Coverdale. When Tyndale was burned at the stake with copies of the English Bible about him, the 

printing presses of Europe continued the forward march of that mighty army, until he being dead yet speaketh. 

In the King James Bible, the crowning jewel of English Bible translation, the work of William Tyndale is overwhelmingly reflected throughout the 

New Testament. Scholars state that over 80% of its text may be said to be “his work.” Thus our common English version provides a direct line to the 

earliest days of those first sacrificial printings. 



YEAR HISTORICAL EVENT SCRIPTURE Era 

 

 
1529 - 1531 AD 

The Reformed, the Lutherans, and The Waldenses. In October, 1529, John Œcolampadius joined in the vain attempt at Marburg to close the 

sacramental dispute between the Lutherans and the Reformed. In 1531, with Bucer and Blarer, he introduced Protestantism by force into Ulm, 

Biberach, and Memmingen. He was also concerned in the affairs of the Waldenses, and was largely responsible for their having joined forces with 

the Reformed at this time. 

  

 

 
1534 AD 

Church of England breaks from the Catholic Church. King Henry VIII errantly uses Tyndale's The Obedience of the Christian Man (1528) as his 

rationale for breaking with Rome. In fact, Henry was desiring to annul his marriage to his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, in order to remarry and bear 

a son as heir to his throne. Rome would not allow it, and Henry broke with Rome and established the Church of England. 

 

 
1537 AD 

The Matthew Bible. It was published by John Rogers under the pseudonum "Thomas Matthew". It combined the NT of Tyndale and as much of 

Tyndale's OT as he had been able to translate before his execution. The rest of the OT and apocrypha translations were done by Myles Coverdale 

using German and Latin sources. 

 

 

 
 

1539 AD 

The Great Bible. The first authorised edition of the Bible in English, authorised by King Henry VIII of England, to be read aloud in the church services 

of the Church of England. The Great Bible was prepared by Myles Coverdale, working under commission of Thomas, Lord Cromwell, Secretary to 

Henry VIII and Vicar General. In 1538, Cromwell directed the clergy to provide "one book of the Bible of the largest volume in English, and the same 

set up in some convenient place within the said church that ye have care of, whereas your parishioners may most commodiously resort to the same 

and read it." 

 

 

 
 

1550 AD 

 

 
 

Textus Receptus. Stephanus issues his own received text, which is essentially Erasmus' final text. 

 

 

 
 

1545 - 1563 AD 

 

 
 

Council of Trent. Established Roman Catholic Church doctrine in response to the Reformation and condemned Protestantism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1560 AD 

 

 
 

The Geneva Bible. First mass-produced Bible available to the general public. During the reign of Queen Mary I of England (1553–58), a number of 

Protestant scholars fled from England to Geneva, Switzerland, which was then ruled as a republic in which John Calvin and, later, Theodore Beza, 

provided the primary spiritual and theological leadership. Among these scholars was William Whittingham, who supervised the translation now 

known as the Geneva Bible, in collaboration with Myles Coverdale, Christopher Goodman, Anthony Gilby, Thomas Sampson, and William Cole; 

several of this group later became prominent figures in the Vestments controversy. Whittingham was directly responsible for the New Testament, 

which was complete and published in 1557, while Gilby oversaw the Old Testament. 

One of the most historically significant translations of the Bible into English, preceding the King James Version by 51 years. It was the primary Bible 

of 16th-century English Protestantism and was used by William Shakespeare, Oliver Cromwell, John Knox, John Donne, and John Bunyan, author of 

The Pilgrim's Progress (1678). It was one of the Bibles taken to America on the Mayflower. The Geneva Bible was used by many English Dissenters, 

and it was still respected by Oliver Cromwell's soldiers at the time of the English Civil War, in the booklet "Cromwell's Soldiers' Pocket Bible". 

This version of the Bible is significant because, for the first time, a mechanically printed, mass-produced Bible was made available directly to the 

general public which came with a variety of scriptural study guides and aids (collectively called an apparatus), which included verse citations that 

allow the reader to cross-reference one verse with numerous relevant verses in the rest of the Bible, introductions to each book of the Bible that 

acted to summarize all of the material that each book would cover, maps, tables, woodcut illustrations and indices. 

Because the language of the Geneva Bible was more forceful and vigorous, most readers strongly preferred this version to the Great Bible. In the 

words of Cleland Boyd McAfee, "it drove the Great Bible off the field by sheer power of excellence". 

This became the first bible printed in Scotland, where a law was passed in 1579 requiring every household of sufficient means to buy a copy. 

 

 
1568 AD 

The Bishop's Bible. The second English translation of the Bible which was produced under the authority of the established Church of England, and 

during the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, in 1568. It was substantially revised in 1572, and the 1602 edition was prescribed as the base text for the King 

James Bible that was completed in 1611. 

 

 

 
 

1611 AD 

The King James Version or Authorized Version. The third authorized translation of the Christian Bible for the Church of England, commissioned in 

1604 and completed as well as published in 1611 under the sponsorship of James I and VI. The books of the King James Version include the 39 books 

of the Old Testament, an intertestamental section containing 14 books of the Apocrypha, and the 27 books of the New Testament. Noted for its 

"majesty of style", the King James Version has been described as one of the most important books in English culture and a driving force in the 

shaping of the English-speaking world. 
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1572 - 1638 AD 

 
Cyril Lucaris. Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. In an attempt to reform the Eastern Church, sent theologians to study under Protestants in 

England and Geneva. He also introduced the first printing press to Greece to make the Scriptures more widely available. 

Cyril was persecuted by both Romanists and Ottomans, and was ultimately murdered by the latter for political reasons. The attempted reforms of 

Cyril were controversial when he was alive, and after his death they were officially denounced by most other Eastern patriarchs and bishops at two 

synods. The Eastern Church therefore remained staunchly sacerdotal. 

After Cyril’s death some Eastern Orthodox bishops retroactively claimed that he had never advocated for such reforms, that it was all just a big 

misunderstanding, that his confession of faith was actually a forgery, etc. Reading Cyril’s letters gives a much different impression and clearly reveals 

his commitment to evangelical principles. See Lettres Anecdotes de Cyrille Lucar, (Amsterdam: Chez L’Honoré et Chatelain, 1718). 

  

  

 
The Age of Enlightenment. 

TH
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1781 
The Modern Age. This age begins with the watershed moment in philosophy that came about from Immanuel Kant's The Critique of Pure Reason in 
1781 . 
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1800's AD Zionist movement begins 

1878 AD Jews begin returning to homeland 

1917 AD British gain control of Palestine 

1933 - 1944 AD Hitler's "Final Solution" is implemented 

1948, May 14 AD Independence of Israel 

1948, May 15 AD Arab-Israeli War: surrounding Arab countries attack Israel 

1956 AD The Sinai Campaign 

~ 1960 AD The Postmodern Age. 
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1967 AD Six-Day War: Jerusalem is captured by Israel 

1973 AD Yom Kippur War 

1982 AD Israel's official language changed to Hebrew 

 
 


