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Matthew 1 

1 The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

• What was Purpose of the genealogy? (2 Sam 7:12-13; Psalm 89:3-4; 110:1; Isaiah 9:7; 11:1; 

Jer 23:5-6; 30:9; Ezekiel 34:23-24; 37:24-25; Hosea 3:5; Amos 9:11) 

o This list of generations is primarily for Jewish purposes, starting with Abraham, to 

show that Jesus was the prophesied Messiah with the appropriate genealogy. 

o Luke, which was written for the gentiles writes Jesus’ genealogy beginning with 

Adam showing him to be the prophesied Messiah spoken to Adam (Gen 3:15) 

• Why did God have a chosen people? 

o Because God chose to have Jesus Christ come from a nation of people. 

▪ God first promised a messiah after Adam and Eve’s fall (Gen 3:15) 

▪ God later specifically promised that the Messiah would come from Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob (Gen 12:1-3). 

o This nation was to be a distinct people acting as priests, prophets and missionaries to 

the world…pointing them to God and His promised Redeemer, Messiah, and Savior. 

▪ While Israel failed at this task God’s plan will not fail 

▪ Now the church is at hand to accomplish His mission. 

o Deut 7:7-9 God is faithful to His promises to deliver Israel and bring forth a Messiah, 

and in the future to deliver Israel yet again and bring their Savior. 

• How did Matthew know this genealogy, and can we still trace David’s genealogy today? 

(Neh 7:5) 

“The [Hebrew] Rabbis affirm that after the [Babylonian] Captivity the Jews were most 

careful in keeping their pedigrees (Babyl. Gemar. Gloss. fol. xiv, 2). Since, however, the 

period of their destruction as a nation by the Romans, all their tables of descent seem to be 

lost, and now they are utterly unable to trace the pedigree of anyone who might lay claim to 

be their promised Messiah” (3.771; emp.WJ). 

• Who were the 5 women in Matthew’s genealogy, and why are they significant? 

o All five women were women of shame 

o The four named women pursued and captured the “promised seed” through faith in 

the God of Israel. 

▪ Tamar (widow who played the prostitute with her father-in-law) 

▪ Rahab (Canaanite prostitute) 

▪ Ruth (Moabite; Deut 23:3/Ruth 4:12) → Rev 5 depends on understanding 

Ruth’s story. 

▪ Uriah’s wife (Doesn’t mention Bathsheba’s name) 

▪ Mary (pregnant before her marriage to Joseph) 



2 

 

 

• What kind of King did the Jews want after Samuel’s sons became judges? 

o If Israel knew that the Messiah was to be from Judah (Gen 49:8-12; Ruth 4:12), why 

Saul? 

o Was Israel wrong for wanting a king or because of the “type” of king that they 

wanted (1 Sam 8)? 

▪ They did not care to seek God’s wisdom concerning Samuel’s corrupt sons 

and the leadership of Israel. (1 Sam 8:4-5) 

▪ Rather than live in the hope of God’s promises to them, their continued lack 

of faith (rejection of God) manifested itself in their desire to be ruled and 

judged in an earthly way just as their neighbors were. (1 Sam 8:7-9, 19-20) 

▪ If they would have just sought out God and waited, He may have given them a 

rightful king to rule them, in the man David, the 10th generation from Judah 

(Matt 1:3-6; Ruth 4:18-22). Pharez (v.3; Gen 38) was born to Judah and his 

daughter-in-law Tamar, who played the harlot. David was the 10th generation 

from Judah (Deut 23:2) 

• What kind of King did the Jews want in Jesus’ day? 

• What kind of King do we want today? 

o Matthew constantly speak about the kingdom of God and what we must do to enter it 

(deny ourselves, pick up our cross, and follow him). 

• What are we to think about Joseph’s decision to put Mary away secretly? 

o Espoused. Betrothed, or engaged to be married. There was commonly an interval of 

ten or twelve months, among the Jews, between the contract of marriage and the 

celebration of the nuptials (see Ge. 24:55; Ju. 14:8; De. 20:7), yet such was the nature 

of this engagement, that unfaithfulness to each other was deemed adultery. See De. 

22:25, 28. 

o A public example. To expose her to public shame or infamy. Adultery has always 

been considered a crime of a very heinous nature. In Egypt it was punished by cutting 

off the nose of the adulteress; in Persia the nose and ears were cut off; in Judea the 

punishment was death by stoning, Le. 20:10; Eze. 16:38, 40; Jn. 8:5. This punishment 

was also inflicted where the person was not married, but betrothed, De. 21:23, 24. In 

this ease, therefore, the regular punishment would have been death in this painful and 

ignominious manner. Yet Joseph was a religious man—mild and tender; and he was 

not willing to complain of her to the magistrate, and expose her to death, but sought 

to avoid the shame, and to put her away privately. 

o Put her away privily. The law of Moses gave the husband the power of divorce, De. 

24:1. It was customary in a bill of divorce to specify the causes for which the divorce 

was made, and witnesses were also present to testify to the divorce. But in this case, it 

seems, Joseph resolved to put her away without specifying the cause; for he was not 

willing to make her a public example. This is the meaning here of privily. Both to 

Joseph and Mary this must have been a great trial. Joseph was ardently attached to 
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her, but her character was likely to be ruined, and he deemed it proper to separate her 

from him. Mary was innocent, but Joseph was not yet satisfied of her innocence. We 

may learn from this to put our trust in God. He will defend the innocent. Mary was in 

danger of being exposed to shame. Had she been connected with a cruel, passionate, 

and violent man, she would have died in disgrace. But God had so ordered it that she 

was betrothed to a man mild, amiable, and tender; and in due time Joseph was 

apprised of the truth in the case, and took his faithful and beloved wife to his bosom. 

Thus our only aim should be to preserve a conscience void of offence, and God will 

guard our reputation. We may be assailed by slander; circumstances may be against 

us; but in due time God will take care to vindicate our character and save us from 

ruin. See Ps. 37:5, 6. 

• How was the virgin birth accomplished? (Lk 1:35) 

• Why was the virgin birth so important? (Heb 10:1-7) 

o The Messiah’s body was to be pure and holy and free from the corruption of sin, so 

He could be our pure substitutionary sacrifice for our sin. 

o The deity of the Messiah (Immanuel of Isaiah) was to give this sacrifice and His 

victory over death an eternal nature making Him our Savior, High Priest and advocate 

before God. 

o Jesus birth defines the nature of the atonement 

• What is the significance of calling His name, Jesus? Jesus = Joshua = Jason 

2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren; 
3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Tamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; 
4 And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon; 
5 And Salmon begat Boaz of Rahab; and Boaz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; 

• And Salmon begat Boaz of Rahab (the harlot); and Boaz (the kinsman redeemer) begat Obed 

of Ruth (cursed Moabite: Deut. 23:3); http://www.gty.org/resources/print/sermons/80-238 
6 And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the 

wife of Urias; 
7 And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa; 
8 And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias; 
9 And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias; 
10 And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; 
11 And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to 

Babylon: 
12 And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat 

Zorobabel; 
13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; 
14 And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; 
15 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; 
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16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until 

the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into 

Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations. 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to 

Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was 

minded to put her away privily. 
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a 

dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that 

which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 

from their sins. 
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 

saying, 
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 

Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. (Is 7:14; 9:6; Jer 23:5-6 and 33:15-16 and 2 

Cor 5:21; Lk 1:32, 35) 
24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took 

unto him his wife: 
25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. 

External Sources 

Introduction to the Kingdom 

Ancient biographies could open with the subject's public vocation, as in Mark, but often 

began by rehearsing the background of the central character. Such background might include a 

noble or prominent ancestry (Mt 1:1-17), virtuous parents (1:18-25), childhood background that 

introduced themes relevant to the subject's later public activity (2:1-23), the attestation of others 

to the person's character (3:1-17), including that of the person's adherents (4:18-25), and 

qualifying tests through which the person's character was proved (4:1-11). Such introductory 

comments set the tone for the whole of the work that would follow. 

History and the Mixed-Race Messiah 

Matthew opens his Gospel by showing that Jesus is part of Israel's history-as well as part 

of God's plan for the mission to the Gentiles, a plan already implied in that history. To make this 

point Matthew lists Jesus' ancestors who evoke Israel's rich Old Testament heritage, notably 

including four Gentile women who came to participate in that heritage. The opening verse of the 

Gospel introduces two ancestors who become pivotal characters in the genealogy: Jesus is son of 

Abraham (thus the ideal Israelite) and son of David (thus the Messiah). 
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Matthew does have to omit some unhelpful generations and otherwise adjust the 

genealogy to fit his scheme; but skipping some generations was common enough in ancient 

genealogies. A more relevant question might be: Could Matthew have really had a list of Jesus' 

ancestors? That he does not simply fabricate a fourteenth generation to add to his thirteen 

generations in the final segment of his genealogy may suggest that he is genuinely bound to 

some prior source (Davies and Allison 1988:186). The temple records preserved priestly 

genealogies, and families interested in their lineage (such as those descended from David might 

be) may have preserved records of their own ancestry. Taxation status at times required peoples 

elsewhere in the Empire to be able to trace their lineage back as many as seven generations (see 

N. Lewis 1983:41-42). 

Jesus is the Son of David and the Son of Abraham 

First Matthew calls Jesus son of David, a title of the rightful heir to Israel's throne (as in 

Jer 23:5; 33:15; Ps. Sol. 17:21-23; 4QFlor). Other lines of evidence support the claim that Jesus' 

family stemmed from this royal lineage (for example, Rom 1:3; b. Sanhedrin 43a bar.; Euseb. 

H.E. 3.20; see also Meier 1991:216-19), and ancient Jewish polemicists never bothered to try to 

refute it. Thus Matthew opens and closes the genealogy with a title for Jesus that is significant 

but rare in his Gospel: Jesus Christ, that is, the messianic king (1:1, 18).  

Next Matthew calls Jesus son of Abraham. This is especially significant because 

subsequent chapters further portray Jesus as Israel's representative, the epitome of its history (for 

example, 2:15; 4:2; see Kingsbury 1975:12; Longenecker 1975:141-43). As the heir of Abraham 

par excellence, Jesus can communicate Abraham's promised blessings to his people. (Some 

teachers regarded Abraham as the first Gentile convert to Judaism, which may also fit Matthew's 

theme.) 

Jesus is the Goal and Climax of Israel’s History 

As important as Jesus' familial background may have been, that was not quite what a 

reader who read the genealogy would emphasize (see 1:18-25). In this section Matthew is most 

interested in Jesus' spiritual ancestry in Israel's history (Johnson 1988:209-10). The names in 

Matthew's genealogy-like Judah, Ruth, David, Uzziah, Hezekiah, Josiah-would immediately 

evoke for Matthew's audience a whole range of stories they had learned about their heritage from 

the time of their childhood. By evoking great heroes of the past like David and Josiah, Matthew 

reminds his audience of the ultimate hero of Israel's history to whom all those stories pointed.  

Matthew makes this point clear in the opening words of his genealogy: a record of the 

genealogy of Jesus Christ, literally, the "book of the genesis of Jesus Christ" (1:1). Matthew gets 

this phrase from passages in Genesis ("the book of the generations of" in Gen 2:4; 5:1; 10:1, 

translated "account of" in the NIV), but his use of the phrase contrasts starkly with the use in 

Genesis. Genealogies like those in Genesis typically list a person's descendants after this phrase, 

rather than his ancestors. Matthew's point here is profound: so much is Jesus the focal point of 
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history that his ancestors depend on him for their meaning. In other words, God sovereignly 

directed the history of Israel and preserved David's line because of his plan to send Jesus 

(Gundry 1982:10, 13; Patte 1987:18).  

As the genealogies of Genesis 5 and 11 unify history between major figures (Adam, 

Noah and Abraham; see Johnson 1988:78), Matthew's genealogy unifies the defining periods of 

Israel's history and points them to Jesus. Jewish people also viewed genealogies as a testimony 

of God's providence in their ancestry. Many people regarded ancestry and the joining of couples 

as a sign of divine rule (for example, Epict. Disc. 1.12.28-29). Jewish people in particular 

believed that husbands and wives came together by an act of divine providence; some later 

rabbis even called it a miracle as great as the parting of the Red Sea (b. Sanhedrin 22a). History 

is important: it defines our identity and shapes our preparation for the future; and because we are 

God's people, Israel's history in the Bible has more to say to us about our eternal identity than 

does the heritage of any other culture we may claim as our own.  

The Gentile Mission 

Through four interracial marriages Matthew teaches us about missions and racial 

reconciliation (1:3, 5-6). While Matthew's most obvious point is the connection of Jesus with 

Israel's history, another point would also strike his biblically sensitive readers forcefully. 

Genealogies need include only men (those in 1 Chron exemplify this pattern), so the unexpected 

appearance of four women draws attention to them. Had Matthew merely meant to evoke the 

history of Israel in a general way, one would have expected him to have named the matriarchs of 

Israel: Sarah, Rebekah, Leah and Rachel. Or to evoke supernatural births as a prelude to Mary's, 

he could cite Sarah, Rebekah and Rachel, whose wombs God opened. Instead he names four 

women whose primary common link is their apparent Gentile ancestry: Tamar of Canaan, Rahab 

of Jericho, Ruth the Moabite and the ex-wife of Uriah the Hittite.  

In a world divided by races and cultures, an interracial marriage can appear scandalous, 

an act of treachery. The traditional white prejudice in some parts of the United States against 

black-white intermarriage is rooted in the history of slavery and racism (see Bennett 1966:242-

73). Yet a genuinely divinely ordained interracial marriage can testify that Christ is a bond that 

runs deeper than race. One Tamil-Sinhalese couple in racially torn Sri Lanka declared, "Our 

marriage crosses the ethnic lines that divide our nation" (Williams 1992:10). By contrast, many 

North American Christians fail to actively pursue even interracial friendships.  

Jewish people regarded genealogies as important to establish the purity of their lineage 

(as in 1 Esdras 5:39-40), yet it is the mixed nature of Jesus' lineage that Matthew purposely 

highlights. When Matthew cites these four women, he is reminding his readers that three 

ancestors of King David and the mother of King Solomon were Gentiles. Matthew thus declares 

that the Gentiles were never an afterthought in God's plan but had been part of his work in 

history from the beginning. This point fits an emphasis that runs throughout Matthew's Gospel 

(for example, 2:1; 3:9; 4:15; 8:11; 28:19), that God is not only for people of our own race or 

culture; we must cross racial and cultural boundaries to evangelize the whole world, humbly 

learn from other cultures, and serve with our brothers and sisters there. 
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Accounts of Jesus’ Childhood 

Matthew's accounts of Jesus' childhood set the stage for Jesus' ministry depicted in the 

rest of the Gospel, "defining his origin and goal" (Meier 1980:1-2). Matthew builds almost every 

paragraph following the genealogy and preceding the Sermon on the Mount around at least one 

text of Scripture. He thus invites us to read Jesus in light of Scripture and Scripture in light of 

Jesus-to recognize that the person and work of Jesus are central to Scripture's character. Some 

have suggested that Matthew made up the infancy stories to fit Scripture texts about Jesus, but 

the evidence suggests that he instead chose the Scripture texts to fit the stories. Matthew hardly 

cites the most obvious messianic texts here (see Soares Prabhu 1976); he probably depends on 

earlier tradition for the stories (Davies and Allison 1988:190-95; see more fully France 1981).  

Because skeptical scholars often challenge the historical accuracy of these stories, we 

pause to consider some responses here. First, because Matthew builds each paragraph around 

Scripture, it should not surprise us that the passages contain midrashic (Jewish interpretive) 

elements, but we should not a priori assume that these passages are therefore necessarily 

unhistorical (see Hagner 1993:lviii; against Bourke 1960; Beare 1981:82). While Midrashic 

interpretation can lead to fanciful elaborations of biblical accounts, it need not do so; at its core 

midrash simply requires reflection on Scripture. It is thus too simplistic to simply define 

Matthew's narratives as midrash and to define midrash as historically inaccurate embellishment 

(see P. Payne 1983; Cunningham and Bock 1987).  

Second, were Matthew embroidering the stories of Jesus' birth, one might expect him to 

do so far more thoroughly, as various Jewish accounts embroidered biblical births (such as 1 

Enoch 106:2-3) or later apocryphal infancy Gospels embroidered Jesus' childhood.  

Third, many texts Matthew cites are hardly obvious ones if he started with texts and then 

created stories around them (the stories do not fit the texts as well as one would expect if he had 

started with the texts first). While ignoring obvious messianic texts like Isaiah 9:6, Matthew 

selects texts that his contemporaries did not regard as messianic (Gundry 1975:194, despite his 

later view). This suggests that Matthew started with the infancy traditions and found biblical 

texts that fit (albeit adjusting the telling of both in the process). As R. T. France observes, "The 

only conceivable reason for introducing these texts is that it was already known that Jesus went 

to Egypt, that there was a slaughter of children, and that Jesus' home was in Nazareth, and that 

scriptural justification was desired for these elements in his background" (France 1985:71).  

Fourth, scholars concerned to trace each detail of their narrative to extant sources can 

easily abuse midrash. Whereas some Matthew scholars suggest that some of Matthew's infancy 

material is midrash on traditions later incorporated into Luke (for example, Gundry 1982:20), 

some scholars who specialize in Luke suggest that Luke has midrashically interpreted Matthew 

(Drury 1976:123-25).  

Fifth, the infancy narratives' vocabulary is not much more characteristic of Matthew than 

the rest of the Gospel is (Soares Prabhu 1976:167-70). Indeed, substantial evidence supports the 

possibility that earlier narratives stand behind Matthew's infancy stories (Davies and Allison 

1988:190-95).  
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Finally, midrashic elements do not make these accounts strictly midrash in themselves 

(see Wright 1966:454-56). Given the literary unity and Luke's occasional confirmation of 

Matthew's birth narratives apart from the Old Testament citations, Matthew probably added the 

quotations to the narratives rather than simply the reverse (Down 1978; also see Soares Prabhu 

1976:159-60, 165).  

Had Luke reported the same undoubtedly pre-Matthew traditions, many scholars would 

be inclined to accept their historical core on the basis of multiple attestation or at least a pre-

Synoptic tradition. Yet Luke's and Matthew's divergences do help us historically in one way: 

because these infancy narratives are independent (so also, for example, Hagner 1993:14-15), the 

points where they do overlap provide independent attestation for pre-Synoptic tradition-such as 

the virgin birth. 

When a Virgin Gave Birth 

If the genealogy indicates that Joseph descended from King David, this narrative explains 

in what sense this son of David (1:20) became Jesus' legal father by adoption. In this brief 

narrative Matthew provides not only an account of the virgin birth but reinforcement of the 

Christian view of Scripture and of Christ along with various principles of Christian ethics. 

Because this is Matthew's opening narrative, I treat it in rather extensive detail as a sample of the 

kinds of applications we can draw from Matthew's accounts. I must first, however, respond 

briefly to the skepticism with which some have challenged this account.  

Arguments raised by more skeptical scholars against the virgin birth account are open to 

challenge. Whether this account makes historical sense rests largely on one's presuppositions. 

Would anyone whose logic was not shaped by Enlightenment thought doubt that of all the 

miraculous births of history, the Messiah's should be the most miraculous? One cannot deny 

testimony for a miracle by dismissing it on the grounds that miracles cannot happen; that is 

circular reasoning (see Craig 1986; compare Borg 1987:33-34; Meier 1994:11, 519-21; R. 

Brown 1994:143-44; on the historical context of modern skepticism, see Kee 1983:3-16; 

Bockmuehl 1988). Further, the proposed parallels to the virgin birth are inadequate (see Davies 

and Allison 1988:214-15).  

We must evaluate the function and reliability of the virgin birth story by tools more 

reliable than philosophical presuppositions. On the one hand, ancient writers did like to recount 

miraculous births when possible. Greco-Roman biographies, or "lives," frequently included birth 

narratives (Aune 1987:65), including miraculous signs such as dreams when appropriate (Schuler 

1982:94). Thus it is not surprising that Matthew would focus on such events, although his birth 

narratives do not perfectly fit this genre, since they lack the typical structure of miracle stories 

(see Theissen 1991:123).  

Yet on the other hand an inclination to report a kind of event does not render evidence for 

that event unhistorical. The basic account of the virgin birth is earlier than either of the Gospels 

that describe Jesus' infancy; neither Gospel is clearly dependent on the other (see R. Brown 

1977:162; pace Drury 1976:123-25). Reliable sources also stand behind the account; Jesus' birth 
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is likely one of the stories whose reliability Luke investigated (Lk 1:3), since he had direct access 

to a younger son of Mary (Acts 21:18; see introduction). Members of Jesus' family remained in 

positions of prominence in early Christianity (1 Cor 15:7; Gal 1:19; 2:9), when this pre-Matthew 

tradition (shared with Luke) was circulating.  

But Matthew is less concerned to prove the virgin birth to his audience, which both 

accepted Jesus as Messiah and acknowledged the miraculous. Matthew is more interested in 

teaching, and an important lesson his narrative teaches is that Jesus' birth fulfills Scripture (1:22-

23).  

Matthew affirms the inviolability of God's plan promised in Scripture. Theologians 

debate why Jesus had to be born from a virgin, sometimes suggesting, for instance, that God sent 

Jesus through a virgin so he could escape the sin nature. Yet for whatever other reasons God 

incarnated Jesus through a virgin, the only reason Matthew states is that Scripture might be 

fulfilled (1:22). Thus Matthew trusts the authority of Scripture.  

This basic point is clearer than the actual nature of Matthew's argument from Isaiah, 

however. Because the Hebrew term `almah in Isaiah 7:14 need not always mean virgin, most 

Jewish interpreters reject the messianic interpretation of this text (Berger and Wyschogrod 

1978:41). Yet Matthew knows the context. In context, the child of Isaiah 7:14 was an urgent sign 

to Ahaz and would still be young when the kings oppressing Ahaz were carried into captivity (Is 

7:7-25); Isaiah probably thus referred to his own son "Quick to the plunder, swift to the spoil" (Is 

8:1, 3 mg), who would perform exactly the same function as Immanuel (8:1-4). But because 

Isaiah's children were for "signs" (8:18), Matthew was right to recognize in Immanuel (compare 

Is 8:8) a sign pointing to the ultimate presence of God and triumph for Judah in the Davidic 

Messiah who would be born to Israel (Is 9:1-7; Blomberg 1992:60; Keener 1993:48). Matthew 

recognizes that Scripture reveals the divine plan, and those who trust its authority need doubt no 

miracle it promises.  

At much greater length, Matthew provides us various lessons from a righteous man's 

obedience. Matthew emphasizes Jesus' purity by recounting the obedience of the family who 

raised him, and in the process teaches us much about how we should live (Mt 1:19, 24-25). One 

of Matthew's purposes in his Gospel is to transmit Jesus' ethics (28:19); here he portrays a 

righteous young man and woman as models for Christian living. Luke focuses on God's 

revelation to Mary; Matthew focuses on the revelation to Joseph.  

In this passage Matthew may work from an assumption that some people, both in his day 

and in ours, would challenge: the ability to obey God does not depend on age. Many modern 

cultures could learn from the valuable emphasis in Matthew's culture on respect for the aged; yet 

Matthew's culture, and sometimes our own, made seniority too great a criterion for such respect. 

(In the whole of Matthew's Gospel he praises not only young adults the age of Mary and Joseph 

but also children-18:2-6; 19:14; 21:16). Jewish men in Joseph's day generally married around the 

age of eighteen or twenty, after working to save some money (see, for example, m. 'Abot 5:21; N. 

Lewis 1983:55). Jewish women could marry as young as twelve or fourteen, upon reaching 

puberty (Jeremias 1969:365), though, like Greek and Roman women, they could be married 

much older.  
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Yet aside from his background assumptions, Matthew also provides clearer lessons in this 

narrative. First, he affirms, against any possible misinterpretations of the virgin birth, that Joseph 

controlled himself, practicing sexual restraint. By calling Joseph righteous (1:19) Matthew 

invites us to learn from Joseph's character about fidelity, discipline and preferring God's honor 

above our own. This paragraph assumes the principles of sexual fidelity and discipline that both 

Jesus and his Jewish contemporaries demanded (see 5:27-30).  

Like most first-century Jewish people, Joseph was faithful to his future spouse in 

advance, awaiting marriage, and he expected the same in return. So clearly does Matthew want 

his audience to understand that this was part of Joseph's character that he points out that even 

once he and Mary were married, they refrained from marital relations until Jesus' birth (1:25). 

This would have taken considerable self-control; in many Middle Eastern societies observers 

simply assume that "if a man and woman are alone together for more than twenty minutes they 

have had intercourse" (Delaney 1987:41). The self-control of this young couple challenges those 

today who doubt their ability to control their passions.  

Second, Matthew implicitly teaches about the nature of commitment in marriage: 

infidelity is always unjust, whereas divorce is just under some circumstances. Because Matthew 

wrote his Gospel as a whole, his narratives often illustrate principles that he teaches more 

explicitly in other contexts, and this is one such case (see 5:32). Some modern readers of the 

Gospels have treated divorce as sinful regardless of the reason, including cases of adultery, 

abandonment or abuse. This text challenges that prejudice, inviting readers of Matthew's divorce 

teaching in 5:32 and 19:9 to remember Joseph's righteousness and the exception that Matthew's 

Jewish audience would have understood permitted Joseph divorce and remarriage (see Allison 

1993a).  

For Joseph to "put Mary away" (1:19, literally) meant for Joseph to divorce her (NIV). 

Ancient Mediterranean fathers generally arranged their daughters' marriages through a custom 

called betrothal. Betrothal was much more serious than our modern practice of "engagement": it 

left the survivor of the man's death a widow, and if both partners lived it could be ended only by 

divorce (for example, m. Ketubot 1:2; Yebamot 4:10). Yet though Joseph was preparing to 

divorce Mary, the text calls him righteous.  

At the same time we should observe that the circumstances under which Joseph was 

planning to divorce Mary were hardly light. Unlike today, Joseph had no option of giving Mary a 

second chance, even if he wanted to. Jewish and Roman law both demanded that a man divorce 

his wife if she were guilty of adultery (Keener 1991a:31, 156). Roman law actually treated a 

husband who failed to divorce an unfaithful wife as a panderer exploiting his wife as a prostitute 

(Gardner 1986:131-32; Richlin 1981:227).  

Further, Joseph had another reason to divorce her. Because others would assume that 

Joseph himself must have gotten her pregnant unless he divorced her, his reputation was at stake 

for the rest of his life. Joseph probably also did not know Mary as well as we would expect of 

engaged couples today and had little reason to trust her innocence; if our sources are reliable, 

Galilean couples apparently enjoyed no privacy together until the wedding (Safrai 1974-

1976b:756-57; Finkelstein 1962:1:45; though Matthew, unlike Luke, does not clarify at this point 



11 

 

 

that the family already settled in Galilee). Joseph hence experiences the pain of betrayal, the 

breach of a contract more binding than a business deal in his culture (unfortunately our culture 

has less respect for commitment and fidelity). Because a wife's adultery could imply the 

husband's inadequacy or his family's poor choice of a mate, Mary's apparent unfaithfulness 

shamed Joseph as well (compare 2 Enoch 71:6-11).  

Under these circumstances, Joseph would be righteous in divorcing Mary; to fail to do so 

would violate law and custom, would bring enduring reproach on his household and would 

constitute embracing as wife one who had betrayed him in the worst manner conceivable in his 

culture. Modern Western society offers little sympathy for Joseph's pain. Our culture encourages 

marital betrayal that wounds trusting hearts, devastating homes where children should be 

nurtured in love and crushing whole families with the despair of abandonment. Unfortunately our 

churches often understand such pain no better than the culture does, counting as "unrighteous" 

those who legally divorce an unrepentantly unfaithful spouse. Unlike Matthew, we treat all kinds 

of divorce harshly yet often excuse adultery. Some of the same Christians who clamor for greater 

punishment for violent crimes or drug dealing counsel betrayed or abused spouses to be 

perpetually patient as if no consequences were appropriate for the betrayers or abusers.  

By calling Joseph righteous Matthew challenges both our culture and our church in their 

lax views of sexual fidelity. The evil of divorce is in the breaking apart of what God has put 

together, but a person who abandons, betrays or abuses his or her spouse has already done just 

that. Matthew thus does not permit us to punish the innocent party in a divorce (in cases where 

one exists) any more than we should punish the innocent party in a rape (Deut 22:25-27) or any 

other crime. Yet for Joseph and for Matthew the exception remains a last resort, not a 

rationalization for a dissatisfied spouse to seek greener pastures.  

Third, Matthew exhorts us to temper justice with compassion, a central principle in his 

Gospel (9:13; 12:7). Joseph was righteous not because he was divorcing Mary (although, as 

noted, this did not make him unrighteous); rather, Joseph was righteous for divorcing Mary 

quietly or privately-that is, for not bringing unnecessary shame on her. He knew suffering 

already awaited her: her premarital pregnancy had likely already ruined any chance of her ever 

marrying (see Delaney 1987:42), a horrible fate in an economically and honor-driven male-

centered society. (Deut 22:21-24 mandated execution for this offense, but that penalty could 

rarely be carried out in this period; see, for example, Jos. War 2.117; Sherwin-White 1978:32-

45.)  

Yet Joseph could have profited by divorcing Mary publicly. By taking her to court, 

Joseph could have impounded her dowry-the total assets she brought into the marriage-and 

perhaps recouped the bride price if he had paid one at betrothal. By simply providing her a 

certificate of divorce in front of two or three witnesses, he would forfeit this economic 

reimbursement-simply to minimize her public dishonor (see m. Gittin 2:5; 9:3, 4, 8). Even 

though Jewish tradition ruled that a wife could lose her dowry for infidelity or for as little as 

scolding her husband (m. Ketubot 7:6), in normal divorces where the wife was not charged she 

kept her dowry (N. Lewis 1983:56). Joseph would have to enlist the help of a village scribe or 

elders to get the money, and this would increase Mary's public shame.  
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I have known of some churches that publicly shamed a young woman who became 

pregnant, usually leaving the less obvious father of the child concealed from public reproach. 

Joseph's "justness" or "righteousness" reminds us that justice is not merely a matter of 

punishment and shame but also a matter of mercy. Joseph was going to divorce Mary, but 

wounded though he felt, he would do everything in his power to minimize her shame.  

Fourth, Joseph values commitment to God above his own honor, another principle 

Matthew articulates elsewhere (compare 7:21-27; 23:5-11). When God reveals the truth to 

Joseph, he immediately believes and obeys God's will, unbelievable as the truth would seem 

without a deep trust in God's power (compare Lk 1:37). (By contrast, many unmarried men today 

refuse to take responsibility even when they are the father!)  

Joseph trusted God enough to obey him. Yet such obedience was costly. Because Joseph 

married Mary, outsiders would assume that he had gotten Mary pregnant before the wedding. 

Joseph would remain an object of shame in a society dominated by the value of honor. This was 

a stressful way to begin a marriage! By waiting to have intercourse (1:25), hence failing to 

provide the bloody sheet that would prove Mary's virginity on the wedding night (Deut 22:15; p. 

Ketubot 1:1, sections 7-8; Eickelman 1989:174), Mary and Joseph also chose to embrace shame 

to preserve the sanctity of God's call.  

Joseph's obedience to God cost him the right to value his own reputation. Many 

Christians today, probably much older than Joseph and claiming the power of the Holy Spirit in 

their lives, have yet to learn his lesson.  

Matthew also emphasizes that Jesus is the Savior (1:20-21). At times when I have 

preached principles of sexual fidelity and betrayal from this passage, many hearers have been 

moved to repentance. At that point I am happy to turn to the other main character in the passage. 

Not only does Matthew teach us about the authority of Scripture through Isaiah and about 

fidelity, commitment and obedience through Joseph, he also provides teaching about salvation 

from sin through Christ. Even while Jesus is in Mary's womb, the angel declares that his name 

will be Yeshua (here in its Greek form Iesous, translated "Joshua" in the Old Testament and 

Jesus in the New), which means "salvation." Jesus would bear this name because he would save 

his people from their sins (1:21). Jesus' other acts of "salvation" (8:25; 9:22; 10:22; the Greek 

term is broad in meaning) point to his ultimate redemption of his people. One who expounds this 

paragraph in public thus may want to echo Matthew's call to accept Christ's salvation.  

But Matthew speaks of more than personal repentance; he evokes the Old Testament 

hope of the salvation of God's people, including the justice and peace of God's kingdom. For 

Matthew, and for us, salvation from sin cannot end with a prayer. Matthew promises salvation 

not only from sin's penalty but also from its power. Christ's followers are not merely heirs of his 

coming kingdom but servants of the King, committed to exemplifying the values of that future 

world in the midst of this present evil age.  

More than anything, Matthew's narrative of the virgin birth, like every other event in 

Matthew, explains and exalts the character of his Lord. Many Bible readers today want to hear 

the Bible made "relevant" and "practical" to issues like those Matthew teaches through the 
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example of Joseph, but nothing Matthew tells us is more practical than the way he reveals the 

heart and character of our Lord. As we get to know Jesus better through the Scriptures, we get to 

know Scripture's author and our character becomes more like his (see 2 Cor 3:14-18).  

In view of Matthew 18:20 and 28:20, Matthew clearly understands God with us in Isaiah 

7:14 to mean that Jesus is truly God (Mt 1:23). But as God "with us," Jesus is also the fully 

human one who save[s] his people by the cross. Matthew thus invites us to consider and worship 

the God who accepted the ultimate vulnerability, born as an infant to poor and humiliated parents 

into a world hostile to his presence. Oppressors must hate such a God, for his abandonment of 

power for love is contrary to everything they stand for. But the broken and oppressed find in him 

a Savior they can trust in a world where trust is generally dangerous. Of all the world's faiths, 

only Christianity announces a God who embraced our pain with us.  
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Matthew 2 

2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 

came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, (see note below) 
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are 

come to worship him. (Greek is “asking.” See note below) 
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. (see 

note below) 
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded 

of them where Christ should be born. 
5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, 

6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: 

for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. (Micah 5:2) 
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time 

the star appeared. 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and 

when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 
9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went 

before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. (see note below) 
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and 

fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto 

him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh. (see note below) 
12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into 

their own country another way. 
13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 

saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there 

until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. 
14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: 
15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord 

by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son (Exo 4:22-23; Hos 11:1). 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent 

forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two 

years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. 

Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
18 In Rama (Josh 18:25; 1Kgs 15:17-22; 2Chr 16:1-6) was there a voice heard, lamentation, and 

weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, 

because they are not. (Jer 31:15) 
19 But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt, 
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20 Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they 

are dead which sought the young child's life. 
21 And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was 

afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the 

parts of Galilee: 
23 And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 

by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene. 
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The Visit of the Magi (2:1-12) 

• https://www.gty.org/resources/print/bible-qna/BQ060812 

• Who were the wise men and how many of them were there? 

o Middle Ages: Sons of Noah (representing all of mankind one of them is always 

represented as an Ethiopian): Casper, Balthazar, and Melchior. 

o Facts: 

-Magi, also called wise men, were known to be a mono-theistic priestly-political 

people from Parthia. 

-They had great knowledge of astronomy/astrology, agriculture, mathematics, 

history, and the occult (which is why the word magic comes from their name). 

-They crowned kings and controlled judicial appointments (Esther 1:13). 

-No Persian was allowed to be King unless he mastered the science and religion 

of the Magi. 

-The chief of the Babylonian magi, Nergal-sar-ezer, was with Nebuchadnezzar 

when he conquered Judah (Jer 39:3). 

-The “Law of the Medes and the Persians” may have been based on the teaching 

of the magi (Dan 6:8, 12, 15; Esther 1:19). 

-Because he interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and pleaded for the lives of the 

other court seers (Dan 2:24), Daniel was promoted as ruler over Babylon and 

chief prefect over the wise men of Babylon, and he was highly regarded among 

the magi (Dan 2:48). 

-It is thought that the magi would have learned, from Daniel, about the one true 

God of Israel, and about the prophecy of the coming King. At any rate the Jews 

who stayed behind in Babylon after the Exile may have also kept the messianic 

influence in that region until NT times. 

- Simon of Samaria (or Simon Magus) in Acts 8:9 was a magi outcast and false 

practitioner. Note Babylonian Magus is singular of Magi. 

-They appear to be among many of the God-fearing gentiles who lived at that time 

(Acts 10:1-2; 16:14). 

• During that time, there was widespread expectation of a great King, or deliverer. 

o Roman historian, Suetonius (AD 69) wrote, “There had spread over all the Orient 

an old and established belief that it was fated at that time for men coming from 

Judea to rule the world.” 

o Another Roman historian, Tacitus (AD 56) wrote, “There was a firm persuasion 

that at this very time the east was to grow powerful and rulers coming from Judea 

were to acquire a universal empire.” 

o Josephus (AD 37) wrote in his Jewish Wars, “Jews believed that one from their 

country would soon become ruler of the habitable earth.” 

o When the Magi arrived in Jerusalem, they “asked” (Matt 2:1). The Greek here is a 

present participle, which means they asked and kept on asking. In contrast, they 

https://www.gty.org/resources/print/bible-qna/BQ060812
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must have been shocked to discover that no one knew what they were talking 

about. 

• Star as God’s Shekinah Glory 

• The Magi worshipped Him. 

o Compare the seeking of the Magi with Jesus’ teaching about seeking in Matt 7:7-

8. 

o The Magi were true seekers of God 

o They heard and responded 

o Despite their pagan beliefs, they recognized God’s voice when He spoke (Matt 

13:44). 

o Though having limited spiritual light, they immediately recognized God’s light in 

contrast to the Jewish community. (Exo 14:19-20) 

• The Magi’s gifts 

o Gold: Given for His kingship 

o Frankincense: Given for His priestly duties 

o Myrrh: Embalming oil anticipating His death.  
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The Escape and Return to Nazareth (2:13-23) 

• Joseph and biblical manhood 

o 1st dream (Matt 1:20-21): Informs Joseph that his son, of virgin birth, is to be the 

Messiah, enabling Joseph to perform his role as Mary’s husband. 

o 2nd dream (Matt. 2:13): Informs Joseph of Herod’s plans, enabling Joseph to 

perform his role as leader and servant to his family as he sought to protect them. 

o Application: 

- Divine guidance comes only to prepared hearts 

- We must act immediately to God’s guidance (intentions are meaningless) 

- No matter what tough circumstances we are in, God always guides us and 

gives us the ability to live out our roles and our gifts in ways that glorify 

Him. We should never fear, struggle, or compromise our God-given roles 

to get through situations. 

• Jesus as Moses 

Scriptural types: “A biblical person, thing, action, or event that foreshadows new truths, new 

actions, or new events.   In the Old Testament, Melchizedech and Jonah are types of Jesus 

Christ.  A likeness must exist between the type and the archetype, but the latter is always greater. 

Both are independent of each other.” Catholic Dictionary, John A. Hardon, S.J. 

MOSES  JESUS  

An evil king/Pharaoh tried to kill him as a 

baby: Exodus 1:22  

King Herod tried to kill baby Jesus: Matthew 

2:16  

He was hidden from the evil king/Pharaoh: 

Exodus 2:2  

An angel said to hide the child from the evil 

King Herod: Matthew 2:13  

Moses was sent into Egypt to preserve his 

life: Exodus 2:3-4  

Jesus was taken into Egypt to preserve His life: 

Matthew 2:13-15  

He was saved by women: his mother: 

Exodus 2:3; 

Miriam Exodus 2:4; 

Pharaoh’s daughter Exodus 2:5-10  

Saved and helped by His mother, Mary: 

Matthew 2:14  

Pharaoh’s daughter adopted Moses: 

Exodus 2:10  

Joseph adopted Jesus: Matthew 1:25  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus1.htm#v22
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew2.htm#v16
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew2.htm#v16
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v2
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew2.htm#v13
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v3
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew2.htm#v13
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v3
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v4
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v5
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew2.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v10
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew1.htm#v25
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Moses became a prince of Egypt: Exodus 

2:10  

Jesus is the Prince of Peace: Isaiah 9:5; 

Matthew 28:18; Luke 2:14  

Long period of silence from childhood to 

adulthood  

Long period of silence from childhood to 

adulthood  

Moses had a secret identity  Messianic secret = Jesus the Son of God  

He tried to save a Hebrew kinsman: 

Exodus 2:11-12  

Jesus came to save His Hebrew kinsman first: 

Mark 7:26-28  

Went from being a prince to a pauper: 

Exodus 2:15-19  

Went from being God to being man: John 1:1-

3; Mark 6:3  

Saved women at a well: Exodus 2:15-19  Saved a woman at a well: John chapter 4  

Became a shepherd: Exodus 3:1  He is the Good Shepherd: John 10:11  

Moses’ mission was to redeem Israel from 

slavery to Egypt  

Jesus’ mission is to redeem mankind from 

slavery to sin  

Moses was loved and supported in his 

ministry by his sister Miriam [in Hebrew, 

Miryam]  

Jesus was loved and supported in his ministry 

by His mother Mary [in Hebrew, Miryam]  

He was often rejected by his own people  Jesus was often rejected by His own people  

Moses will give God’s law on the 

mountain of Sinai: Exodus 20:1-31:18; 

34:1-35  

Jesus will give the new law (Beatitudes) from 

the mountain: Matthew chapter 5  

Moses spent 40 days fasting on the 

mountain: Exodus24:18; 34:28  

Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the desert 

wilderness: Matthew 4:2  

Moses performs signs/miracles  Jesus performs signs/miracles  

Moses offered his life for the salvation of 

his people after the sin of the Golden Calf: 

Exodus 32:32-33  

Jesus offered His life for the salvation of the 

world: Isaiah 53:12; Romans 5:12; 6:10; 2 

Corinthians 5:15-21; Colossians 1:19-20; 2:14-

15; 1 John 1:7; 2:2; etc.  

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v10
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v10
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/isaiah/isaiah9.htm#v5
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew28.htm#v18
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/luke/luke2.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/mark/mark7.htm#v26
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v15
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john1.htm#v1
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john1.htm#v1
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/mark/mark6.htm#v3
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus2.htm#v15
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus3.htm#v1
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/john/john10.htm#v11
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus20.htm#v1
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus34.htm#v1
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew5.htm
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus24.htm#v18
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus34.htm#v28
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew4.htm#v2
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/exodus/exodus32.htm#v32
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/isaiah/isaiah53.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/romans/romans5.htm#v12
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/romans/romans6.htm#v10
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2corinthians/2corinthians5.htm#v15
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/2corinthians/2corinthians5.htm#v15
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians1.htm#v19
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians2.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/colossians/colossians2.htm#v14
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1john/1john1.htm#v7
http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/1john/1john2.htm#v2
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Moses is the prophet of the Old Covenant Jesus is the prophet, priest, and King of a New 

and everlasting Covenant = The Universal 

Church 

 

 

• Herod’s Ambition: Herod was so attached to his crown that he had previously murdered 

his father-in-law, several of his 10 wives, and 2 of his own sons.  

o Herod Archelaus: Ruled Judaea, where Bethlehem is. At the beginning of his 

reign he killed 3000 influential people at a Passover, in the temple and in the city. 

o Herod Antipas: Ruled Galilee and Perea, where Nazareth is located. He was mild 

mannered comparatively. 

o Herod Philip II: Ruled Trachonitis 

• “They are dead” 

o Herod and his son Antipater, who was just as cruel as Herod, both died in 4 BC. 

Herod had his son killed just 5 days before he died. 

• Jesus the Nazarene 

o It is thought that many families from Bethlehem may have settled in this area due 

to Herod’s brutality. 

o Jesus would live here until the beginning of his ministry when he was about 30 

yrs old. 

• “Spoken of by the prophets” 

There is no OT prophecy saying the Jesus will be called a Nazarene. 

o Matthew speaks generally of the characteristics of the prophecies concerning the 

Messiah by saying “prophets” instead of a particular prophet. 

o The leading prophesies of the Messiah show him to be of a humble life and to be 

despised and rejected (Is 53:2-3). To be a Nazarene was to be despised (Jn 1:45-

46; 7:52). He was a “root out of dry ground, having no form or comeliness.” 

o Matthew must have also saw a connection between the name of the town and the 

Hebrew word for branch, Netzer, which means branch or shoot. This saw Jesus as 

the fulfillment of the “Branch prophecies (Isa 4:2; 11:1; Jer 23:5; 33:15). 

▪ Jesus was a branch or shoot from the Davidic town of Bethlehem 

▪ Jesus is the branch (Netser) spoken of in Scripture 

▪ The church is also grafted into the branch in the anointed one (Rom 9-11) 
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Matthew 3 

3 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 

2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias (Grk for Isaiah), saying, The voice of 

one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his 

meat was locusts and wild honey. 
5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, 
6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, 

O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 
9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that 

God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 
10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not 

forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. (The Kingdom that comes is one of purity 

and righteousness) 
11 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, 

whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 
12 Whose fan (or winnowing fork) is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 

gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire (2 Thess 

1:8-9; Mark 9:48; Matt 25:41). 
13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 
14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 
15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 

righteousness. Then he suffered him. 
16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens 

were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 

him: 
17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

The Preparation for Jesus’ Ministry (3:1-4:25) 

• “In those days”: Matt 3 starts about 28 yrs after Matt 2 ends. Matthew probably meant “in 

the days that Jesus still resided in Nazareth.” 

• “John the Baptist”: 

o Was commissioned by God for his ministry and was noticed by the people (Mk 

11:30 “The baptism of John, was it from Heaven, or of men? Answer me.”) 

• “Preaching” means to proclaim…like a town crier. 

• “Repent”: There are 2 words used for repent in the NT  

o One means sorrow or regret 
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o Metanoeo: The other means to have a change of mind or a transformed life. This 

is what is intended here. This applies to unbelievers and believers. 

• The “Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” or the reign of God draws near 

o This phrase is the same as the “Kingdom of Christ” and the “Kingdom of God” 

o Expectations for this kingdom are found in Dan 7:13-14. 

o Expectations were that the Messiah would sit on David’s throne and rule this 

kingdom (1 Kings 2:4; 8:25; Jer 33:17). 

o Expectations were that when the Messiah appeared, the dead would be raised to 

judgment, the enemies of the Jews would be destroyed, and they would be given 

national dignity and honor. 

• “Prepare ye the way of the Lord” and “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”: 

Notice that the preparation for this kingdom is not the gathering of an army together, but 

it is the proper repentance of sins to prepare one’s heart to be suitable for His reign…for 

the coming of a kingdom of purity. Even though many Jews had changed their view to a 

military perspective, this was always the language that the Jews were accustomed to and 

was retained by John the Baptist, Jesus and his apostles. Is this the language we use in 

our prayers to God? Or do we use a language showing our own expectations concerning 

God? 

• “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness” 

o This is taken from Isa 40:1-5 referring to the return from captivity in Babylon. 

o As a custom, it was usual practice to send out messengers before a marching army 

to proclaim their approach, remove obstacles, build roads, etc. 

o Isaiah introduces a crier, or preacher, that says, let the valleys be exalted, or filled 

up, and let the hills be leveled. Let a straight highway be prepared so they can 

march with ease and safety. 

o While Isaiah was speaking of a preacher preparing a way for Yahweh God, John 

the Baptist is the preacher commanding the preparing of the way for Jesus’ 

coming. By doing this, Matthew uses a text about the coming of Yahweh to 

describe the coming of Jesus…implying that Jesus is Immanuel, or God with us. 

• “and were baptized of him in Jordan”: After the return from the Babylonian exile, 

baptism was practiced by the Jews to admit new believers to Judaism from heathenism 

(or being a gentile). It was symbolic of washing away the errors of worshipping God and 

becoming pure by embracing the true worship of God. John was calling people to a new 

dispensation (or a change in their form of religion) by a cleansing from sin for the fitness 

for a pure reign of the Messiah. In other words, John was giving baptism a new purpose 

that didn’t just apply to Gentiles, but to Jews as well. 

•  “Raiment of camel’s hair”: 

o This was not the pricey fine hair of the camel but the long shaggy hair of the 

camel that the poorer class wore. 

o It was the common dress of the prophets (2 Kgs 1:8; Zech 13:4). 
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• “You brood of vipers”: Vipers are shrewd and venomous 

o The Pharisees were seen as extremely religious in the eyes of the common people. 

The wore their tassels long and their phylacteries wide. The prayed loud and long 

prayers on the street corners 

o The Sadducees used religion to advance their political standing among the people. 

They taught that there was no after-life or resurrection that people where people 

would be rewarded or punished.  

• “wrath to come” (see Rom 1:18 and answer questions below) 

o What kind of people is God’s wrath revealed against? 

o How does this relate to the Pharisees and Sadducees? 

• “fruits meet for repentance” 

o Repentance comes first, then good works naturally follow 

o Christianity is the only faith that teaches this. 

o If we do not see any good fruit being born of our lives, we must consider our 

relationship with God and whether we need repentance to make us productive 

again. 

• “We have Abraham to our father” 

o It would be easier to make the stones worthy children of Abraham than simply 

because you are descendants of Abraham. 

o We will see the Jews rejecting the Kingdom, and the Kingdom being offered to 

the Gentiles (Romans 11) 

o My father’s testimony of living as a Christian instead of being one. (Matt 7:22) 

• “The axe is laid unto the root of the trees” 

o The purpose is not to prune but to remove the tree 

o What kind of fruit came from this tree and what produced this fruit? Inspect our 

words and actions at all times. Is transformation (repentance) needed? 

o Contrast this to what produces good fruit (see vs. 8). Remember the Kingdom is 

of purity and righteousness that can only come by faith and repentance. 

o Many will say “Lord, Lord…” (Matt 7:16-23) 

• “Baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire” 
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Matthew 4 

4 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered. 
3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these 

stones be made bread. 
4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that proceeds out of the mouth of God. 
5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 
6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give 

his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time 

thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 

kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord 

thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 
12 Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; 
13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the 

borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 
14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, (Is 9:1-2) 

15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan 

(The dark, uncivilized, upper Jordan region in the vicinity of the sea), Galilee of the 

Gentiles; 
16 The people which sat in darkness (they were in a state of great ignorance) saw great light; and 

to them which sat in the region and shadow of death (in other words death sits in front of the 

light casting its shadow upon the world) light is sprung up. 
17 From that time Jesus began to preach (Rom 10:13-15: preaching must happen 1st), and to say, 

Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 

believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the 

feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew 

his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. 
19 And he saith unto them, Follow me (Jesus calls us 1st), and I will make you fishers of men 

(Instead of making a living in this trade, I will give you abundant life in Kingdom work as 

ministers of the Gospel winning souls for Christ). 
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20 And they straightway left their nets (Chose God: left their living), and followed him (Gk: 

akoloutheo) (Training: we must 1st become trained). 
21 And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his 

brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. 
22 And they immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him. 
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people. 
24 And his fame (Gk: akoe, means the reports of Jesus and his proclamations) went throughout all 

Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and 

torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic (Lat: Lune 

means moon. So suffers of epilepsy as a result of supernatural powers of the moon – this was 

called being moon-struck), and those that had the palsy (Gk: paralytikos means paralysis or 

being lame); and he healed them. 
25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from 

Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and from beyond Jordan. 
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• “Jesus was led by the Spirit to be tempted” 

o Jesus truly did come to fulfill all righteousness (see Mt 3:15) 

o How many of us fall flat on our face after a wonderful moment of favor by God? 

When God grants us great favor, we may expect the greatest temptations as well. 

Jesus is now facing temptation after having been appointed to ministry by the 

Father and the Spirit and after 40 days and nights of fasting. 

o We all know Jesus is going to easily pass these temptations though because He is 

God, right? Satan seems to be acting like a rookie right? …and Satan is referred to 

as the father of lies? C’mon! Get real with how serious this was! 

• “he had fasted forty days and forty nights” 

o Note: The tempting did not start until AFTER the 40 days and nights of fasting. 

What kind of fast was this? Lk 4:2 says He ate “nothing”. Moses and Elijah also 

fasted 40 days and nights. There is no doubt that they were miraculously 

supported. 

o Jesus was in a weakened state of being tired and hungry. He was very vulnerable 

at this point. We are vulnerable to temptation when we are hungry and tired. 

o Jesus didn’t go to be tempted on His own plan, but He was led by the Spirit. Lk 

4:1 says Jesus was full of the “Holy Ghost”. 

o This event wasn’t just a display of Jesus’ power in resisting temptation 

o The temptation was simply to get Jesus to act out on His own power rather than 

out of His submission to the leading of the HS and the will of God. This is exactly 

how we are tempted. This is how Adam was tempted. 

o After Adam was created, he was subjected to temptation by the devil, and his fall 

led the human race to ruin (look at evil in the world around us). 

o Jesus Christ as the 2nd Adam was also subjected to temptation by the devil, and he 

showed that nothing could alienate him from God. He was perfectly Holy in His 

submission to the HS and to the Father. This revealed that He was the 

unblemished lamb worthy for the atonement that would bring redemption to all 

who would believe. Jesus did not experience anything less than what we all 

experience. 

o Throughout the temptations, we see that Jesus has authority over Satan and all of 

the angels, both good and bad. 

• “If thou be the Son of God” 

o What does that phrase mean, “Son of God”? 

o Satan then tries to get Jesus to solve the weakness and insecurities of the flesh 

with His powers as God. How many times do we try to solve these same problems 

with our gifts of being in the image of God? 

• “Pinnacle of the temple”: It is widely believed that this would have been at the southside 

porch which was 150’ high overlooking a 700’ drop to the valley below. Josephus said 

that one could not look down from this wall without dizziness. 
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• “Give his angels charge concerning thee”: Ps 91:11-12 

o Means given command to the angels to look after thee. 

o These angels would have been the ministering spirits of Heb 1:14. 

o The righteous can rely confidently on God’s protection; so Satan is saying Jesus 

can have this same confidence. 

•  “It is written” (Matt 4:4, 6, 7, 10) 

o How does Jesus resist His adversary? By the Word of God. Are we in His Word 

daily? Do we seek to do Christianity based on being in His word daily? It is God’s 

revealed truth to us in order that our lives may Glorify Him. 

o Satan also uses the Word against us. Many times, his temptations seem to urge us 

to do what is good and proper. If we are not led by the HS in his Word daily, how 

will we know the truth of it? 

• “All these things will I give thee” 

o Homework: Did the kingdoms of the world belong to Satan to give? 

▪ God is sovereign over all (1 Chron 29:11; Ps. 24:1; 103:22; Eph 1:19-21; 1 

Pet 4:11) 

▪ Adam was created to have dominion over the Earth (Gen 1:26) 

▪ Adam’s fall relinquished his dominion over to Satan. 

▪ Satan rules over the Earth (2 Cor 4:4; Jn 12:31; Eph 2:2) and the 

unbelieving people on it (2 Tim 2:26; 1 Jn 5:19; Eph 2:2). 

▪ As the 2nd Adam, Jesus defeated Satan (1 Jn 3:8; Heb 2:14-18) but has not 

ascended David’s throne yet (similar to David and Saul). 

▪ Believers are no longer under the rule of Satan (Col 1:13) 

▪ As the 2nd Adam, Christ is our kinsman redeemer who will redeem this 

world (Rev 5) just as Boaz was to Ruth. 

• “The devil leaveth Him” 

o Jesus defeated these temptations by submitting to the Word of God rather than to 

His own power. Also because He knew and understood the Word of God. 

o Satan is not finished however…he’ll be back! 

• God ministers to us if we allow Him to. 
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• “John was cast into prison”: See Mt 14:1-13. 

• “departed into Galilee”: See Lk 4:16-24 

o Jesus’ townsmen rejected Him and cast Him out 

• “leaving Nazareth” 

o Capernaum was about 20 mi north of Nazareth 

o It was at a crossroads between Damascus to Egypt and Damascus to the 

Mediterranean. So there were many people not only living there but travelling 

from and to other places. 

• “Galilee of the Gentiles”: See Jgs 1:30-35 

o This contained Jews mixed with heathen peoples 

o The people in this land were known to be bold, but also prone to be rebellion 

o They were far from the influence of Pharisees and scribes from Jerusalem 

• “The people which sat in darkness” 

o These people were considered rude and uncultivated in their manners and 

language: 

▪ Jn 1:46 – “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

▪ Jn 7:52 – “Search and look, for out of Galilee comes no prophet 

▪ Mt 26:29 – “Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto 

him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee” 

▪ Mk 14:70 – “70 And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood 

by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilean, 

and thy speech agreeth thereto” 

o They were far from the Temple and had few religious privileges. The Jews there 

were more greatly influenced by the surrounding heathen nations instead. 

o By whom are we influenced and given our identity? 

▪ American culture? 

▪ Work culture? 

▪ “Busy” culture? 

▪ “Retirement” culture that is satisfied with a comfortable and uninteresting 

life? 

▪ OR, are we influenced and given identity by God’s revealed Word? (1 Pet 

2:11-12, 16-17) to faithfully obey our master, Jesus Christ? This example 

was led by a Galilean named Jesus and was followed by other Galileans 

who were his disciples. The disciples became “great” because they did 

GREAT things, as we will see throughout Matthew. We also can be great 

by doing the GREAT things expected of us: 

• Great Commandment (Mt 22:36-40; Deut 6:4-14) 

• Great Commission (Mt 28:16-20) 

• Great Empowerment (Acts 2:1-12; Jn 14:25-27) 

• “light is sprung up” 
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o “Light denotes not only denotes Scriptural Truth, but it also denoted joy and 

deliverance” 

o Let’s read the passage from Isaiah 9:1-7 to get a real feel for this “light” 

o Jesus was the prophesied light that came from a land of Jews and Gentiles, to 

bring truth and deliverance to a deceived world. 

o In order to faithfully pursue “GREATNESS,” we should always remember how, 

after each of our long night of darkness, the morning broke and the son came and 

shone His light on us, bringing us truth, deliverance and Joy  

• “Jesus began to preach” 

o Jesus is now taking over the ministry of John the Baptist 

o  
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Matthew 5 

5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples 

(Gk: Mathetes. This term has no equivalent in the OT. This must be a new type of relationship 

between God and man. The ancient philosophers had this relationship between teacher and 

students and the mystery religions also had this type of relationship between master and the new 

inductee. Nowhere was this relationship found in the OT. This relationship consists of 2 things: a 

master that would teach the follower through word and deed until the will of the master became 

the will of the disciple (becoming Christ-like), and a fellowship of disciples that would continue 

even after the passing of the master. In the OT, it was always the case for the whole of the 

chosen people to conform to God’s will. The prophet was to draw his students and the people to 

God, but in the NT, the Son comes in the form of man and begins this formal discipleship 

relationship… a Master with individuals...drawing men unto Himself. It is our individual 

discipleship that allows for this fellowship of disciples right now in this class. If our discipleship 

is weak, our fellowship will also be weak, and also our ability to reproduce will be weak as well) 

came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. 

Matt 5-7 is the largest uninterrupted passage of Jesus teaching. It does not describe ways to get 

into the kingdom, for that, Jesus preached repentance in Matt 4:17…but it instead speaks of the 

repentant lifestyle of one who has gained the kingdom already. It is about the journey of 

repentance in the Kingdom. 

The Beatitudes (Blessed = Oh how happy!) 

He said: 

3 “(1) Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

This is the beginning point! Those who have renounced any claim of merit or self-dependence, 

Rom 3:10-12. This recognizes our spiritual poverty and confesses our need to God) 

 
4 (2) Blessed are those who mourn, 

    for they will be comforted. 

• When we recognize how grievous our sin is, we feel God’s grief towards it, which gives us 

the victory not to return to that sin. 

• We mourn the loss of innocence, but God comforts us by transforming us to be more like 

Christ. 

• Secondly, God also will also give us glimpses to mourn for a person or people for whom he 

mourns. He gives us a burden for others who he desires us to minister to. Jesus mourned for 

the loss of Lazarus, He wept over Jerusalem. 

• The repentant life includes tears of joy and suffering together. We should not attempt to tune 

out suffering, but instead, respond to it.) 

 
5 (3) Blessed are the meek, 

    for they will inherit the earth. 
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• This is the 1st fruit of the Spirit that we see in the Beatitudes! It is possible that the previous 3 

beatitudes pave the way for the fruit of the Spirit to be born in our lives. 

• Meekness is humbleness out of consideration. It is not weakness, it is power under control. 

Jesus never took the best seat, He never lorded himself over people. He was always 

considerate but never weak. 

• Dr. Jeff Hoy said this: “meekness is not always having to say all that you know, not always 

having to be right, not always having the last word, not having to gain credit, not needing to 

draw attention to self.  The quiet waters of meekness run deep.  Meekness comes with 

maturity in the Spirit of God.  Meekness is able to listen carefully and prayerfully.  Meekness 

never flies off the handle.  Meekness never demands its way and never seizes 

power.  Meekness will inherit the earth because it does not demand to do so.  This is the 

Kingdom of God.” 

• The meek are not quick to snap back in anger in order to guard our own rights. In strength, 

they absorb the blows of others and respond patiently and graciously. We don’t need to be 

concerned with our own rights instead; we should focus on our inheritance. 

 
6 (4) Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

    for they will be filled. 

• Upon repentance, God even transforms our appetite! Where we used to be hungry for the 

things of the world, as we continue in repentance, we become more and more hungry for the 

things of God. 

• As we continue to turn more and more from the desires of possessions, power, sensuality, 

etc., we instead to more and more to a desire to desire/hunger for all of His gifts (time, 

money, abilities, sensuality) in their proper time and in their proper context. 

• We have renewed innocence! 

• Whereas the old desires left us empty, the new desires lead to an abundant, joyful life!) 

 
7 (5) Blessed are the merciful, 

    for they will be shown mercy. 

• Repentance also leads to a transformation of how we treat others. 

• As we love the Lord God with more and more of our heart, mind, soul, and strength, we will 

love our neighbors more and more as ourselves. 

• We are motivated to forgive as we have been forgiven, to love as we are loved, and to be 

generous in the same measure that we received generosity. 

• What mercy has been given to us! Justification: we do not stand condemned because Christ 

took our condemnation on himself. 

• What if Christ was not merciful in how he chose to sanctify us? What if he showed us all of 

our sins all at once? I believe we would be destroyed! 

 
8 (6) Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they will see God. 

• Before our actions… that must change for repentance, it is our thoughts, feelings, and 

motivations that must become pure. 

• Our actions are secondary to what is in our heart and mind (see Rom 7) 

• It is possible to do all of the right things, but for the wrong reasons. 
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• A pure heart only desires to do the will of God, and sets aside personal ambitions to seek 

Kingdom ambitions first. 

• This purification process is called sanctification and the result is an intimate relationship with 

God that gives clarity of direction in our lives. 

• This is what religious experiences try to counterfeit. 

 
9 (7) Blessed are the peacemakers, 

    for they will be called children of God. 

• Repentance requires action. 

• We are called to a ministry of reconciliation 

• Where we once would have torn apart relationships, we must build bridges of understanding 

and trust. 

• We are even called to bring peace between those opposed to God as we give them the gospel 

of grace (2 Cor 5:17-19): 

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 

all things are become new. 

18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 

given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 

19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 

trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

• We are the peacemakers meant to bring peace between the lost and God…only then will 

there be peace between them and us. 

• This is the pinnacle of discipleship! To become reproducible! The last command given to 

Jesus’ disciples before He ascended into Heaven was to go! 
 

10 (8) Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

How does this persecution of a repentant, Kingdom-led, lifestyle look? 

 
11 Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the 

same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

• Oh how happy are those that are persecuted?! 

• Whose righteousness? 

• None of the rewards of our repentance is deserved to us. Instead, we repent in order to accept 

the free gift of grace by Jesus Christ (Eph 2:8-9): 

It is by grace we are saved, through faith--and this not from ourselves, it is the gift of 

God-- not by works, so that no one can boast 

• Before we were saved, we were at enmity with God (Rom 8:7), but Jesus’ work has made us 

His righteous children. 

• If we are considered righteous and at peace by God, then this repentant lifestyle puts us on a 

collision course with the world (James 4:4): 
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Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 

God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

• Note: This is not to say we are not to associate with the world, otherwise we would have to 

leave the world (1 Cor 5) 

• This is not about persecution when believers are not doing anything. This is about 

persecution for active kingdom living. Paul states it like this (2 Cor 2:14-16): 
14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through 

us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of 

Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one 

a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for 

these things? 

• The shining of our light is an offense to the darkness, but the reward is the eternal Kingdom 

of Heaven (Rom 8:18): 

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory which shall be revealed in us. 

 

Beatitudes Conclusion: 

When we think of repentance in the church, often times we think of emotional responses to an 

altar call. As Jesus taught on the Galilean hillside, things were becoming much clearer. The call 

to repentance was far more than just an emotional time of prayer. Repentance means 

dramatically facing our utter helplessness and absolute need for God.  Repentance means 

grieving the consequence of our sin. It means a transformation of our heart from self-

centeredness to meekness.  It means a transformation of our appetites from a hunger for worldly 

pleasure to a hunger for righteousness.  It means a transformation from vengeance to mercy. It 

means a cleansing of the heart. It means peacemaking with those people God and us are at 

enmity with. It also means enduring persecution for active Kingdom work. 

Salt and Light 

• The result of the repentant lifestyle, of the beatitudes, is that we, disciples, become more and 

more like Christ preserving His truth and shining His truth into the darkness so that others 

may enter into as well. 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 

It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

• Salt had 2 purposes in Jesus’ day: Because of not having refrigeration, it was used to 

preserve meat…which would otherwise spoil quickly in such a hostile climate. In this sense, 

Christians are to be the preservers of truth in this deceitful world full of unredeemed people 

corrupted by sin (Ps 14:3; Rom 8:8). This is why the Scriptures were given to the church, 

which walks in Christ’s wisdom, and not to the unbelieving world, which walks blindly in 

their own wisdom. 

• Secondly, Salt also enhanced flavor. Christians should stand out as people who enhance the 

flavor of life in this world. Holy Spirit led Christians living the repentant lifestyle of the 

Beatitudes will influence the world for good just as salt influences the flavor of food that it 

seasons. 
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• Salt can still retain its shape and shiny look while still losing its saltiness. 

• We, believers can look and act Christian, but are useless and cannot be used for anything if 

we live to ourselves rather than the repentant lifestyle of the kingdom.  

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone 

in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

• Matt 4:16 - Death casts its shadow over the world. 

• “Light denotes not only denotes Scriptural Truth, but it also denoted joy and deliverance” 

• Jesus was the prophesied light that came from a land of Jews and Gentiles, to bring truth and 

deliverance to a deceived world. 

• Jesus was the light into this darkness, and as his disciples, our repentant lifestyle should do 

this as well. 

The Fulfillment of the Law 

• Just as Moses had done, Jesus, as the 2nd Moses, has ascended the mountain, given blessing 

to the people and is now addressing the Law of God. 

• “You have heard it said…” - Jesus affirms the Law of Moses as taught to the people in the 

synagogues, but will show that those Laws were a minimum standard who’s acting out could 

be witnessed by men. 

• God’s ideal standard is far greater and can be seen only by God into the hearts of men. 

• We will see that Jesus speaks with GREAT authority as the very source of the Law through 

His “amens” 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 

them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 

letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 

accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and 

teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices 

and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that 

unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will 

certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

• (v. 18) Jesus is the only one in ancient Jewish literature to start by saying “Amen”. In 

actuality, He is saying that he is the source of the truth. After the sermon, people were 

astonished with the authority he taught (ref). 

• (v. 19) The law is still binding on Christians today (Ja 2:10) 

• The law does not guide us into our highest expression of faith and love. 

• The law is a minimum standard, not the ideal standard by which God sees us. 

• The law was written by the finger of God on a hard stone tablet external to men. 
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• The law was daunting to man. It was something outside of man that with hard hearts many, 

like the Pharisees and scribes, strived with outside actions to follow. 

• Man strived to bend his actions into conformity to the Law while his heart and desires were 

against it. 

• Even this minimum standard is impossible to obey fully to fulfill righteousness. 

• Yet Jeremiah and Ezekiel both prophesied that a day would come when the Lord would put 

His law in the hearts of his people. 

• To do this, Jesus, would have to provide a solution that made this prophecy possible. 

• Because Christ died with our sin upon Him, believers also died to sin shattering our hard 

hearts, but because Christ was resurrected to life, we also have life with a new soft heart.  

• We renew our soft heart through the repentant lifestyle of the Beatitudes. 

• Now, because the law is in the very core of our being, we desire to not only follow the law 

but to follow God’s ideal standard. We are His disciples. 

Murder: 6th Commandment 

• Jesus is now going to give examples from the 6th and 7th commandments of how our 

righteousness must exceed the surface level righteousness of the law as interpreted by the 

Pharisees. 

21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone 

who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a 

brother or sister without a cause will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a 

brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in 

danger of the fire of hell. 

The Law (6th commandment):  (Exo 20:13) 

• The Jews interpreted this commandment as the act of killing with malice and no more. 

• (v. 22) Jesus, as the author of the law (Jn 1:1, 14), explains that murder is more than how 

they were defining it. 

• No one, not the Pharisees, scribes or rabbis, ever spake as Jesus did when explaining or 

enforcing the law, as the author of it, he assumed his right of authority on it. 

• Anger with a cause: A lawful natural feeling, given by God, which we have when we are 

injured. 

1. Anger is a proper expression of our disapproval of evil actions 

Ps 7:11 God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day 

Mk 3:5a And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for 

the hardness of their hearts 

Eph 4:26a Be ye angry, and sin not 

2. This anger allows us to defend ourselves when suddenly attacked. 
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• Unjust Anger: An unjust, rash and hasty when no offence has been given or intended. It is 

evil and therefore unlawful (1 Jn 3:15). 

1 Jn 3:15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath 

eternal life abiding in him 

• Anger with Contempt: “Raca” = “stupid” Matt 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle 

word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. 

• Anger with Contempt and Wickedness: “Thou fool” was not referring to a lack of wisdom. 

It conferred the greatest accusation against somebody as an idolater or one who had 

committed a great crime usually deserving death. 

Deut 22:21 Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house, and the 

men of her city shall stone her with stones that she die: because she hath wrought folly in 

Israel, to play the whore in her father's house: so shalt thou put evil away from among you. 

Josh 7:15 And it shall be, that he that is taken with the accursed thing shall be burnt with fire, 

he and all that he hath: because he hath transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because 

he hath wrought folly in Israel. 

Psalm 14:1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done 

abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 

• “Hell fire” referred to the valley of Hinnom where child sacrifices were made to Molech and 

their cries covered by the beating of drums or “tophets” (2 Ki 16:3; 2 Chron 28:3; Jer 7:31, 

32). 

• The punishment for all murder is death (Lev 24:21; Num 35:16) 

23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or 

sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 

reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 

• Again, Jesus teaches contrary to the Pharisees, who only looked at external acts of worship. 

They taught that the inward heart and thoughts of man didn’t matter as long as the external 

acts of worship were carried out. 

• Jesus is saying to leave the external acts and take care of the matters of the heart first. This 

implies that the external act of worship is void if the heart is not right, and the offering would 

not be acceptable. Blessed are the peacemakers. To leave your scheduled offering with the 

priest and go that far out of one’s way to be reconciled to another person brings the blessings 

of the repentant lifestyle of the beatitudes. 

1 Sam 15:22 To obey is better than sacrifice. 

25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still 

together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand 

you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get 

out until you have paid the last penny. 

• (v. 25) Adversary can mean plaintiff or defendant. In this context, it is referring to a plaintiff. 
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• (v. 25) Our society has become so litigious. We sue for anything and everything. The saddest 

thing to see is Christians, churches, or ministries suing each other. Such hostility is under the 

6th commandment. 

1 Cor 6:6-7  I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? No, not 

one that shall be able to judge between his brethren? But brother goeth to law with brother, 

and that before the unbelievers. Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye 

go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? Why do ye not rather suffer 

yourselves to be defrauded? 

• (v. 26) All such brethren who refuse reconciliation will be held accountable for breaking the 

6th commandment. This is not referring to eternal punishment such as Hell or purgatory, but 

is an illustration using language from the judicial system. 

Adultery: 7th Commandment 

27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28 But I 

say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery 

with her already in his heart. 29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from 

thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole 

body should be cast into hell. 30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: 

for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body 

should be cast into hell. 

• While Jesus is addressing the disciples and the crowd, who in the crowd is a referring to? He 

is addressing the men in the audience. 

• Jesus shows how the sin of adultery starts in the heart of a man, works its way through his 

eyes, and out through his hands. 

Rom 6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but 

yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as 

instruments of righteousness unto God. 

• Right eye as evil (Mk 7:21-22; 2 Pet 2:14). The right eye is the most useful to most people. 

• Offend (Gk: skandalizo) = To ensnare. It does not mean the English equivalent of 

displeasing, making angry or an affront. 

• The Bible talks in the strictest terms in how we should deal with sin: 

Col 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, 

inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 

• What is to be profited or gained? Losing an eye or a hand vs. deserving hell because of 

unrepentance. Either Jesus is our Lord, or some other idol is. By losing an eye or a hand, we 

are denying gratification of an evil desire through a repentant lifestyle. 

• “Whole body should be cast into Hell” – Without repentance the whole sinner will be cast 

into hell as he is with every evil desire and wicked passion; yet with no way to gratify it. The 

unrepentant are filled with anger, pride, malice, envy and lust with no opportunity of 

gratifying those forever – what an eternal hell. 

31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of 

divorcement: 32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the 
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cause of fornication, causes her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is 

divorced commits adultery. 

• Divorce causes adultery on both sides and is always sin of breaking the 7th commandment. 

The Law (7th Commandment): 

Deut 24:1 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find 

no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness (some indecency) in her: then 

let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house. 

And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife. 

• The details of divorce will not be discussed here as this was not Jesus’ intent. This is better 

discussed in Mt. 19:7-9. 

• Deut 24:1 was a debatable passage among the rabbis, and their positions were based on how 

they translated the phrase “some indecency in anything”: 

o School of Shammai: “A man may not divorce his wife unless he has found 

unchastity in her, for it is written, ‘Because he hath found in her indecency in 

anything’.” 

Held that adultery required divorce. 

o School of Hillel: “He may divorce her even if she spoiled a dish for him, for it is 

written, ‘Because he has found in her indecency in anything’.” 

• Jesus disagreed with both schools! 

• In Jesus’ day, adultery and reasons for divorce were mostly cast upon the woman. 

• Jesus was speaking to men…and contrary to the Jews in that day was assigning the man’s 

share marital responsibility and blame onto them. 

• Jesus lists a progression of the seriousness of the male’s sin of adultery in v. 27-32 just as he 

listed a progression of seriousness of sin regarding murder in v. 21-22. 

• The sin of adultery starts in a man’s heart, develops in the eyes, works its way through the 

hands, becomes adultery by proxy, and also commits adultery by marrying a divorced 

woman. 

• The famous “exception clause” is not a loophole for “proper divorce” and/or remarriage. 

The passage shows Jesus to be condemning every kind of infidelity…showing how truly 

impossible the Law is for us to keep…not providing excuses for divorce and remarriage. 

• Jesus was not saying divorce is OK if it was the result of the woman committing fornication. 

He was saying the blame of adultery upon the woman is the man’s fault, unless the woman 

has already committed adultery herself (read the verse without the exception clause to keep 

the context, then the reason for the exception clause is clear). 

• Jesus hates all divorce! There is no exception or righteous allowance for it. 

Malachi 2:10 
10 Have we not all one Father? 

Has not one God created us? 

Why do we deal treacherously (Heb: Baygad – unfaithfully) with one another 

By profaning the covenant of the fathers? 
11 Judah has dealt unfaithfully,  

And an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem, 

For Judah has profaned 
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The Lord’s holy institution which He loves: 

He has married the daughter of a foreign god. 

1st, they were unfaithful to God, His covenant with them, and the institution of marriage 

created by God (2 Cor 6:14 - 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 

what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light 

with darkness?) 
12 May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob 

The man who does this, being awake and aware (referring to the teachers and students of the 

Law – See Talmud and Vulgate), 

Yet who brings an offering to the Lord of hosts! 

2nd, the men were unfaithful to their wives. While noticing the faults of their spouse in 

comparison to their biblical interpretations and godly worship, they felt justified in their 

dealings with their wives that ultimately led to divorce. Notice that YAHWEH is the witness 

of the hearts and secret actions of men, whereas they interpreted the Law as only having 

witnesses of men. 

And this is the second thing you do:  

You cover the altar of the Lord with tears, 

With weeping and crying; 

So He does not regard the offering anymore, 

Nor receive it with goodwill from your hands. 
14 Yet you say, “For what reason?” 

Because the Lord has been witness 

Between you and the wife of your youth, 

With whom you have dealt unfaithfully; 

Yet she is your companion 

And your wife by covenant. 
15 But did He not make them one. 

Having a remnant (or residue) of the Spirit? 

And why one? 

He seeks godly offspring. 

God could have just created all of the people who would exist, but instead he created all 

people through His institution of the marriage covenant. 

Therefore take heed to your spirit,  

And let none deal unfaithfully with the wife of his youth. 
16 “For the Lord God of Israel says 

That He hates divorce, 

For it covers one’s garment with violence,” (see grammar of Lev 13:47-58; Ez 24:7; Job 

36:32) 

It cannot be hid from the Lord…it is all over us. Contrast this with the garments of the 

redeemed saints in Rev 7:14 - And I said unto him, Sir, thou knows. And he said to me, 

These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

Says the Lord of hosts. 

“Therefore take heed to your spirit,  

That you do not deal unfaithfully.” 
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Oaths: 3rd Commandment 

33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear 

thyself (swear falsely), but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34 but I say unto you, Swear 

not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: 35 nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: 

neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, 

because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37 But let your communication be, Yea, 

yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil (Jas 5:12). 

The Law (3rd Commandment) 

Exo 20:7 
7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him 

guiltless that taketh his name in vain 

Lev 19:12 
12 And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy 

God: I am the LORD. 

Deut 23:23 
23 That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform; even a freewill offering, 

according as thou hast vowed unto the Lord thy God, which thou hast promised with thy 

mouth. 

See also Num 30:2; Deut 5:11 

• “Oaths”: A real oath is only by a living Being who has the power to take vengeance if it is 

broken. 

• “Swearing Falsely”: It was forbidden for men perjure themselves or swear falsely (note 

Islam’s Treaty of Hudaybiyya: http://www.answering-islam.org/Silas/hudaybiyya.htm) 

• Compare the original Hippocratic Oath written in the 5th century BC to the modern version 

taken by physicians today (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippocratic_Oath): 

o Original version showing accountability via prayer (Hippocrates – 5th cent. BC) 

▪ Oath: “I swear by Apollo the physician, and Aesculapius the surgeon, 

likewise Hygeia and Panacea, and call all the gods and goddesses to witness, 

that I will observe and keep this underwritten oath, to the utmost of my power 

and judgment…” 

▪ Consequence: “…If I faithfully observe this oath, may I thrive and prosper in 

my fortune and profession, and live in the estimation of posterity; or on breach 

thereof, may the reverse be my fate!” 

o Modern version lacking accountability via prayer (by Louis Lasagne – 1964) 

▪ Oath: “I swear to fulfill, to the best of my ability and judgment, this 

covenant…” 

▪ Consequence: “…If I do not violate this oath, may I enjoy life and art, 

respected while I live and remembered with affection thereafter. May I always 

act so as to preserve the finest traditions of my calling and may I long 

experience the joy of healing those who seek my help.” 

 

• The Jews were very careful about not swearing by the name of YHWH, as their law 

explicitly states, they found it common place to swear by everything else…such as swearing 

by Heaven, by earth, by Jerusalem, or by their head. 

http://www.answering-islam.org/Silas/hudaybiyya.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippocratic_Oath
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• They had made it common language to swear by things of which they had no control. Again 

note how Jesus uses a progression to make His point. 

o While all things are in God’s control, Jesus moves from the most obvious to the least. 

o He starts with complete transcendence and ends in complete imminence. 

o He goes from oaths accountable by the most public to the most private and personal 

• Yet to swear by any of these is to swear by God. 

o “By Heaven”: He is the one on the throne 

o “By the earth”: it is His feet on the footstool 

o “By Jerusalem”: He is the King of Jerusalem 

o “By thy head”: He is the one who gives life. 

• The Jews in Jesus’ day also made sure to observe oaths publicly taken, but all the other oaths 

were ok to be broken. 

• “Swear not at all”- Jesus was pointing out the everyday profane language in private 

conversations that were guilty of blasphemy. 

1. Jesus was not taking about judicial oaths (Jesus did take an oath in court in Matt 

26:63-64). 

2. Jesus was not referring to using God as a witness (Paul also called God as his witness 

in Rom 1:9; 9:1; Gal 1:20; Heb 6:16). 

3. Jesus was not banning oaths (the Law prescribed oaths in Exo 22:11; Lev 5:1; Num 

5:19; Deut 29:12-14) 

• “Whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil”: 

o Profane swearing, or trifling with God’s name in any way, is evidence of a depraved 

heart. 

o Those that can so easily break the 3rd commandment can also easily break the 9th 

commandment. 

Exo 20:16 - Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

Eye for Eye 

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do not 

resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 
40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone 

forces (Gk: angareuo = requisition) you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the 

one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 

The Law (3rd Commandment) 

Exo 21:23-25 
23 And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, 

24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 

25 Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 

Lev 24:20 
19 And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbour; as he hath done, so shall it be done to 

him; 

20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so 

shall it be done to him again. 
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Deut 19:18-21 
18 And the judges shall make diligent inquisition: and, behold, if the witness be a false 

witness, and hath testified falsely against his brother; 

19 Then shall ye do unto him, as he had thought to have done unto his brother: so shalt 

thou put the evil away from among you. 
20 And those which remain shall hear, and fear, and shall henceforth commit no more any 

such evil among you. 
21 And thine eye shall not pity; but life shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 

for hand, foot for foot. 

• Retaliation – Was God commanding revenge? 

o God was actually controlling and limiting retaliation by judicial decisions 

o Unchecked, man will always want revenge many times over 

o In Jesus’ day, the rabbinic teaching in the synagogue by the Mishna went far beyond 

an “eye for an eye” in the courts and used the law to show how to take revenge in 

private conduct. 

o Jesus is declaring that this law did not apply to private revenge. Private conduct was 

governed by different principles. 

• To what kind of person is Jesus referring to in all of these examples? 

o An innocent party 

o An evil person 

• “Do not resist an evil person” – Jesus is not talking about life or death situations, so we must 

keep this in the context of which Jesus is speaking. Jesus is speaking of trifling injuries here. 

In such cases, we are to yield to him. 

• “If anyone slaps you” 

o Some say that the slap on “the right cheek” would be a backhand due to an offense by 

the other party. This does not fit the context of one of the parties being innocent and 

the other evil. 

o Jesus is saying if someone has slapped you, wrongfully, do not contend and fight, but 

take it patiently and turn the other cheek. 

o We are to speak up about the injustice of the act as Jesus did. 

John 18:23 
23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why 

smitest thou me? 

Love for Enemies 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, 

love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your 

Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are 

not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you 
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doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 

Father is perfect. 

• The Jews knew the Law to “love your neighbor”, but they did not understand it. 

Lev 19:18 
18 “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your 

neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 

• Their thinking was if you were supposed to love you neighbor then it logically follows that 

you should hate your enemies. 

• “Neighbor” this does not refer to one who lives near to us, but instead means one that is near 

us by acts of kindness and friendship (This is defined in the story of the Good Samaritan. Lk 

10:36) 

• “Love” (Gk: Agapeo = place as preeminent): To love our enemies is peculiar to Christianity 

alone. Nothing can be more difficult, nothing can show the power of the grace of God more, 

nothing decorates our character more, and nothing shows our devotion more than this love. 

• “Children of your Father” – As his children, we should resemble the Father. How do we do 

this? By loving without distinction between the just and the injust just as God does with the 

sun and the rain. 

• “Perfect” What does this mean? Job provides the meaning to this as he was said by God to be 

perfect. 

Job 1:1 

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and 

upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 

o Perfect does not equal sinless “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of 

God” 

o Perfect means our devotion has a completeness of parts and is consistent and regular. 

Conclusion: 

• The 8 beatitudes given at the beginning of Jesus’ sermon are what bring true joy and 

happiness. 

• This contrasts with what the world sees as providing happiness (in anger, in sex, in 

believability, in revenge, and in our treatment of our enemies). 

• The joy the world sees in these issues only leads to misery. 

• Kingdom living is fruitful and full of contentment. 
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Matthew 6 

• In Ch. 5, Jesus takes on the debated issues of the law, and declares that what we do comes 

from the heart of which only God can see. 

• In Ch. 6, Jesus concludes that everything, then, should be done for God’s glory and for no 

other reason or person. 

• Whereas in Ch. 5, Jesus takes on major aspects of the law 

• In Ch. 6, Jesus takes on the 3 pillars of Judaism: alms giving (vs 1-4), prayer (vs. 5-15), and 

fasting (vs. 16-18). 

o Prayer: We speak with God 

o Fasting: God speaks with us 

o Alms giving: We speak with others 

• For each pillar Jesus takes a Goofus and Gallant approach in His sermon: 

o What Goofus does that is wrong and his corresponding reward 

o What Gallant does that is right and his corresponding reward 

6 Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: otherwise ye have no 

reward of your Father which is in heaven. 
2 Therefore when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do 

in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. Verily I say unto you, they 

have their reward. 
3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth: 
4 That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee 

openly. 

• “Alms” Giving to the poor and needy 

o The way we live is the highest expression of our faith 

• “Before men” – to be noticed by men 

• “No reward of your Father” – No merit has been earned with God (contrasted in vs 4) 

• “Sound a trumpet” – The rich and powerful in Jesus’ day caused a trumpet to be blown 

supposedly so that the poor would gather together to receive the alms, but really so that all 

would bear witness to it. 

• “Hypocrites” (Gk: Hypokrites) – means actors…Acting out their faith in their charitable 

giving 

• “Glory of men” - Man’s nature always seeks to exalt himself above his created position 

Job 7:17 

What is man, that thou shouldest magnify him? And that thou shouldest set thine heart upon 

him? 

• Who are our actions committed to when we act? God cannot let us down! 

o Spouse, neighbor, church, deacons, pastor, our country? 

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray 

standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily 

I say unto you, they have their reward. 
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• “Hypocrites” (Gk: Hypokrites) – means actors…Acting out their faith in their prayers 

o Who are the hypocrites Jesus is referring to? 

• “They have their reward” - What is their reward? 

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 

Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 
7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be 

heard for their much speaking. 

• Biblical examples 

o Worshippers of Baal on Mt Carmel (1 Kgs 18:26-27) 

o Worshippers of Diana in Ephesus (Acts 19:34) 

• Contemporary examples 

o Praying the Rosary 

o Charismatic beliefs regarding speaking in tongues 

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before 

ye ask him. 
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: 

• “After this manner” – Jesus provides a framework for abbreviation of our prayers, not a 

liturgy. Jesus did not pray these same words in John 17. 

• Jesus is not prescribing the form of prayer – He is prescribing the substance of it! 

• “Ye” – In contrast with the repetitions of the heathen gentiles and in contrast with the Jewish 

hypocrites…”All of you...” 

• First, center yourself on God and seeking His will on earth (vs 9-10) 

• Second, pray for our physical needs and spiritual needs of forgiveness and strength (vs 11-

13) 

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

• “Our Father”: God is called Father for 

o He is the creator and parent of all 

o He is the preserver of the human family 

o He is the provider for their needs (Matt 5:45; 6:32) 

• “Hallowed be thy name”: “Let thy name be celebrated, venerated, and esteemed as holy 

everywhere, and receive from all men proper honor.” 

o Our purpose on Earth is to lead the world in glorifying God’s name just as we do. 

o Images and idolatry 

o As new creations our images are made in the likeness to Christ, does our image point 

to Christ to magnify his name? 

o Do we venerate God’s name as “Christ-ians”? 

o When proclaim this statement with our mouths in prayer, does our life proclaim it as 

well…or are we the hypocrites Jesus was speaking of in vs. 5 
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o When we approach God’s throne in prayer, we must forget ourselves and center on 

Him first! 
10 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

• “Thy Kingdom come”: This natural follows the glorification of God’s name. This expression 

is stating the desire that may God reign everywhere which implies: 

o That his laws will be obeyed 

o That the good news of the Messiah will be spread over the Earth 

o That the world will be filled with His glory 

• “Thy will be done”: May God’s laws be followed perfectly on Earth as they are in Heaven. 

o Jesus tells how the laws must be followed in chapter 5 

o It is through our obedience to God’s will (His laws) that He pours out His providence 

upon us and through us to rest of the world. 

o It was through perfect obedience to His law that Salvation came to us all. 

• Summary: 

o God’s glory, God’s kingdom, and God’s laws come 1st before our wants and needs! 

o This is always how we are to approach God 

o Once we are aligned with Glorifying God, expanding His Kingdom, and obeying His 

laws…THEN we can petition Him for our needs which will then be aligned in His 

will. Let’s continue then… 
11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

• “Us”: what kind of prayer is this that involves multiple people? 

o The assembly of kingdom citizens could not pray together daily for their needs 

o This would have been a daily prayer for families praying together. 

• This is not spiritual bread. This is the daily sustenance needed to keep us healthy and fit. 

o It is much easier to obey God and love others when we are healthy and vibrant. 

o We should depend on God daily for our physical needs: What does this imply for us, 

who have so many rich resources of food? 

o How beautiful for a father, the venerable priest of his household, to pray that the 

needs be met for his wife and His children. It lifts up to God the man’s desire to care 

for his family. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

• In the parallel passage, Luke uses the word “sins” (Lk 11:4) 

• Just as God is patient with us, who are guilty of so much against Him, we too should be this 

way with others. 

• It is only because we are forgiven that we can properly enter into this prayer to begin with. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 

• God permits but does not tempt (James 1:13). 

• This claims that God has power over the tempter and is requesting God’s power over the 

tempter by calling on Him. 

but deliver us from evil: 
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• It is not wrong for us to pray if it be God’s will to save us from suffering 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

• The doxology is connected to the previous prayer by the use of the word, “for”. 

• Why do we pray what we pray? – “For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen.” 
14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 
15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 

trespasses. 

• Jesus further explains the portion of the prayer about forgiveness 

• This verse can be very confused theologically speaking 

o It sounds like salvation depends on how we treat others. 

• Forgiveness is an act of love towards others. 

• Forgiveness by God is tied to the forgiveness we offer others 

o God’s love for us precedes anything we can offer anyone else (We love God because 

He 1st loved us) 

o God is love in its perfection. He is our foundation of love. 

o If we do not belong to Him, how can we truly love and forgive the way God does? 

• When we do not forgive, we… 

o Allow the pain to continually hurt us 

o Allow bitterness to take hold of us 

o We proclaim that we do not know or understand the love and the grace of God 

o We block the forgiveness and love of God in our own lives 

o We reject the repentant kingdom lifestyle of the beatitudes 

▪ There are some who will perish from not accepting God’s love (lack of 

knowledge) 

▪ There are others who have accepted God’s love who will suffer because at 

some point they did not extend it to others and so have turned away from 

God’s love. 

• Jesus forgives even through all of the eternal pain we have caused Him 

• I believe that Jesus will be the only disfigured being in Heaven for all of eternity. 

• If we cannot forgive others, then we are rejecting Him. 

16 Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure 

their faces that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, they have their reward. 

• “When” - Jesus did not say “if” you fast…He said “when” you fast 

• “Fast” – This is the 3rd pillar of Judaism 

• What is fasting (Grk: Nesteuo)? Abstaining from all food and drink. To be empty. 

• Why fast? To renunciate and discipline ourselves into complete submission to God in order 

to seek an answer from God: 

o Mourning (death of Saul 1 Sam 31:13) 

o Under the attack of an enemy (Jehoshaphat by Moab and Ammon in 2 Chron 20; The 

Jews by Persia in Esther 4) 
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o To keep us from the evil influences we live in by submitting the desires of our flesh 

to God (Lot abstained form evil in 2 Pet 2:7-8) 

o To seek God’s guidance (Paul and Barnabas in Acts 13; choosing church leaders in 

Acts 14) 

o As a form of repentance (David pleaded with god over his baby in 2 Sam 12; The 

people of Nineveh begged for God’s mercy in Jonah 3) 

• Fasting is not an end unto itself 

o It is not to get the upper hand on a situation 

o It is not for the cleansing of our bodies 

o It is not to lose weight 

o It is not to put ourselves in a vision state 

o It is not to make us feel spiritual – If anything it should humble us into the realization 

that we do not possess any righteousness or power of ourselves. 

• The Law commanded a fast 1 day/yr on Yom Kippur. The penalty of death was also 

prescribed for anyone not adhering to that law. 
17 But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 

• “Annoint thine head” – Freshen your skin with oil..so that you look happy and vibrant 
18 That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, 

which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

• “Reward thee openly” – Jesus has now concluded speaking of the 3 pillars of Judaism. In 

each, he saya not to be as the hypocrites, perform each duty in secret, and if done correctly, 

God will reward us openly. 

• What is the reward? It is the providence of God for us and through us to the world around us 

to bear fruit in His kingdom. 

• Those that perform alms, prayer and fasting in a pure commitment to God are aligned with 

and overjoyed with this fulfilling reward…where life abounds! 

• Those that perform alms, prayer and fasting out of any other commitment seek only reward 

for themselves on earth…where emptiness and lifelessness abound. 

 

Vs 19-34: Concern focusing on the reward of vs. 18 versus the things of this world 
19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves break through and steal: 

• “Break through and steal” – See Job 24:16. Literally dig through the walls of the clay houses 

to steal 
20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves do not break through nor steal: 
21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

• We are aliens here on earth for such a short time, but will be in heaven for eternity. 
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22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single (healthy/not seeing 

double/focused on what’s right – God’s perspective), thy whole body shall be full of light. 
23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in 

thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 

 

2 Cor 4:16-18 
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 

renewed day by day. 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory; 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the 

things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 
24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 

will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon (wealth). 

• If our eye is single, we understand God takes care of our needs and we trust him and obey 

Him, thus showing our love for Him. If we love Jesus, we obey Him. 

• If our eye is double (seeking religion and the things of this world), we are focused on finding 

security and pleasure from this world and we put our trust in it, thus making it our master. 

• Many want a Savior; few want a Lord 
25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 

drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body 

than raiment? 
26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet 

your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 

• Give us this day our daily bread… 
27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 
28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil 

not, neither do they spin: 
29 And yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the 

oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
31 Therefore take no thought, saying, what shall we eat? Or, what shall we drink? Or, 

Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 

need of all these things. 
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 

unto you. 

• “His righteousness” – not OUR righteousness 
34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of 

itself. Sufficient (enough) unto the day is the evil thereof. 
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Matthew 7 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

• Jesus continues His commandments as contrasted against the hypocrites. 

o Do not give alms as the hypocrites (6:1-2) 

o Do not pray as the hypocrites (6:5) 

o Do not be unforgiving as the hypocrites (6:14-15) 

o Do not fast as the hypocrites (6:16) 

o Do not focus on worldly things for our desires or needs as the hypocrites do (6:19-20) 

o And now, do not judge as the hypocrites do (7:1-5) 
2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall 

be measured to you again. 

• “For with what judgment…” – Jesus used a well-known Jewish proverb to convey the truth 

in His teaching. 

2 Sam 22:27 

With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself 

unsavoury. 

Mark 4:24 

And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it shall be 

measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. 
3 And why beholdest thou the mote (speck of wood dust) that is in thy brother's eye, but 

considerest not the beam (plank of wood) that is in thine own eye? 

• Don’t be as the hypocrites who are focused on the unrighteousness of others 

• How can we live a repentant lifestyle of the beatitudes in this condition? 

o Poor in Spirit 

o They that mourn 

o Being meek 

o Hungering for righteousness 

o Being merciful 

o Pure in heart 

o Peacemaking 

o Those that are persecuted 
4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a 

beam is in thine own eye? 
5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to 

cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 

• Don’t be as the hypocrites who judgmentally give biblical counsel. 

• In this there is no love for the other person, only condemnation 

• This is not iron sharpening iron that promotes strength and unity, this is climbing a ladder by 

stepping on others we judge as lesser than ourselves. 
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• We all need to learn to biblical counsel each other lovingly and wisely. 
6 Give not that which is holy (pure) unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest 

they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. 

• Jesus now gives advice for biblical counselling which requires true discernment or judgment. 

• We see this judgment is to discern those hypocrites self-righteously judging as dogs and 

swine. 

• This is a Hebrew parallelism containing 4 statements, where 1 and 4 are together and 2 and 3 

are together. 

“Give not that which is holy unto the dogs” 

“neither cast ye your pearls before swine” 

“lest they trample them under their feet” 

“and turn again and rend you” 

• “Give that which is holy” - The immediate meaning would be to give the meat that was 

sacrificed or made holy to the dogs. 

o That which is holy in the greater sense would be the doctrines of the gospel 

concerning the Kingdom 

o Jesus relates them as pearls, which have great value (Matt 13:45) 

o Dogs relate to those who oppose and abuse that doctrine 

o Swine are those that do not know the value of the gospel, who are corrupt and vile, 

and trample it down. 

Phil 3:2 
2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. 

2 Pet 2:22 
22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his 

own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 

Rev 22:15 
15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, 

and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 

• The meaning is to not offer precious doctrines of the gospel to those that would growl and 

curse you…who would not perceive its value and trample it down. We see this with Jesus’ 

interactions with the Jewish leaders in His day. 
7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it 

shall be opened. 

• “Ask, Seek, Find” – These Greek verbs are in the perfect present which means it is ongoing. 

Ask and keep on asking, etc… 

o “Ask” corresponds to earnestness 

o “Seek” corresponds to diligence 

o “Knock” corresponds to perseverance 

See Lk 13:25; Rev 3:20 
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• This is not a helpful suggestion. It is a command! – If we obey these 3 commands, God 

promises to answer our prayer. 

• By obeying these commands, we show we love God, and we rely on Him as his very children 

• We must ask in the way that Jesus showed us in Chapter 6. 

o We must be centered on the glorification of God 

o We must be centered on God’s mission on earth of which we share a partnership in. 

o We must be intent on God’s will being done in our supplications to Him 

• When we ask, we must ask in faith: 

o What does not asking at all look like? – (James 4:2) 

o The importance of asking in faith? – (Matt 21:22) 

o What does asking with faith look like? – (1 Kings 17:17-24; 18:22-39) 

1 Jn 1:4 
4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 

 

• Satan cannot keep God from answering our prayer, but he can keep us from praying. It is at 

the times we don’t feel like praying that we need to be praying the most. 

o Force yourself over to God even if you do not have the words 

o Allow the Holy Spirit to pray to God for you. 

Rom 8:26-27 
26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as 

we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 
27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh 

intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 

 
9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 
10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 
11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall 

your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him? 

• How are we evil? Imperfect, impartial, unpassionate, not always willing to help, etc.. 

• God is willing to provide for us, to forgive our sins, to save our souls, to befriend us in trial, 

to comfort us in death, to extend the gospel through the world. Man can ask no higher things 

of God; and these he may ask, assured that he is willing to grant them. 
12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: 

for this is the law and the prophets. 

• The Savior’s golden rule require action unlike the negative form of this rule. 

• Doing this helps subdue the natural evil tendencies spoken of in vs. 11 making us impartial, 

candid and just. 

• “The law and the prophets” – The two-fold representation of the entire OT 
13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 

destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
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14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 

find it. 

• “Strait gate” – Strait means narrow, so that the way to Heaven is not obviously entered. 

• Some city gates were on the main highway to the city. It connected with the main avenues in 

the city. 

• Other city gates were much smaller and not as obvious being used for more private purposes. 

These are the gates that Jesus was referring to. 

• The gate to heaven is not the great highway that men tread. Few go there. Here and there one 

may be seen—travelling in solitude and singularity 

• The gate to death on the other hand is broad and the multitudes are in it. 
15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravening wolves. 

• “Prophets” Grk: pseudopropheton where pro = “comes before” and phet is a derivative 

dealing with speaking. 

• “Wolves” - The wolves belong to the dogs Jesus mentioned earlier in Matt 7:6. 

• Jesus had counselled us to correctly discern and judge them, and not to “give that which is 

holy unto the dogs…lest they turn again and rend you.” 

• What is it that is “holy”? 

o The immediate meaning would be to give the meat that was sacrificed or made holy 

to the dogs 

o The contextual meaning is the doctrines of the gospel which are so valuable 

• Here, even greater discernment is needed because the dogs, or wolves, are disguised as 

sheep. So Jesus instructs us on how to discern the false prophets. 
16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

• “A corrupt tree” – This is not describing a good tree that became debased and rotten. This is 

talking about a tree that was useless of character before it ever began to bear its fruit, and the 

fruit it did produce was evil. 

• “Cast into the fire” – This is not about anyone losing their salvation. Since the “corrupt tree” 

was never good to begin with. 
20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

• “Ye shall know them by their fruit” – This is the summation of how we are to discern. In the 

end we can look at the results of their works and tell whether they are true prophets or not. 

o What was the objective of every prophet? - To call the people to repentance using the 

word of God. 

o How did the Torah command the Israelites to discern false prophets? 

Deut. 18:22 
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“If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, 

that is a message the Lord has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do 

not be afraid of him.” 

Jer 28:9 

“But the prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly sent by the Lord 

only if his prediction comes true.” 

Ezekiel 33:33 

“When all this comes true - and it surely will - then they will know that a prophet has 

been among them.” 

1 Samuel 3:19 

“The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the 

ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a 

prophet of the Lord.” 

o Not one prophecy failed, and all of the prophetic truths were upheld 

 

• While Judging the fruit is always the solution in every case concerning false prophets and 

teachers, there are also other ways as well that should raise our discerning flag: 

o Any secret or new interpretation of the Scriptures. 

1 Peter 1:19-20 
19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 

heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star 

arise in your hearts: 
20 Knowing this first that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

o Any new prophecies during the church age. The gift of prophecy spoken of in the NT 

was solely for the edification of the church and was inspired by God to reveal 

himself. 

1 Peter 1:21 

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

o Anything that speaks of the insufficiency of the Scriptures. The apostolic church did 

not have the full revelation that God intended them to have. So He gave them the gift 

of prophecy. With the passing of the apostle John, we have the fullness of the 

revelation that God intended us to have in the canon of Scripture. 

1 Tim 3:16 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

In other words, we don’t need any other source of truth. We have everything we need 

in our Bible. 

o Anyone who does not love the church 
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1 John 4:20-21 
20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not 

his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 
21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his 

brother also. 

 

• Are all Christians able to discern all things by themselves? No! We are not independent 

operators! We belong to the church! 

o Since many Christians are not mature enough we must admonish one another in love 

Ephesians 4:14-16 
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 

unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ: 
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 

every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they 

lie in wait to deceive; 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the 

head, even Christ: 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which 

every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, 

maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

 

o Our church leaders were given to care for and guard the flock. 

1 Peter 5:1-2 

The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: 
2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 

constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 

Acts 20:28-31 
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy 

Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased 

with his own blood. 
29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, 

not sparing the flock. 
30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 

disciples after them. 
31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to 

warn every one night and day with tears. 

 

o This is why Christian leaders must be mature in their faith 

1 Peter 5:3 
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Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples (Grk: typos = mold) to 

the flock. 

 
21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 

that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy 

name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

• “Not everyone” – Some that say “Lord, Lord” will enter and some won’t. Let us discern. 

o There are those that have repented and now live the repentant lifestyle of the 

beatitudes. They have the love of Messiah in them. They have gained the Kingdom. 

They have not only trusted in a Savior but they have given themselves to a new Lord. 

Some of them did cast out devils and do mighty works. 

▪ They will enter the Kingdom because of their faith that has led to their 

obedience. In other words, their works are good fruit because the tree was 

already good before it produced the fruit (Matt. 7:17). 

▪ Many want a Savior, but few want a Lord. James said that obedience to the 

Lord (or good works/fruit) is the necessary outcome for those that are truly 

saved. 

o There are those who have not repented. They are the murderers, adulterers, 

blashpemers, and revenge seekers of chapter 5. They are the unforgiving hypocrites in 

their alms, prayers, and fasting who seek earthly reward spoken about in chapter 6. 

They are the judgmental dogs and swine of chapter 7. 

▪ They are not identified as Jew only and so this applies to the gentiles alike, 

such as Balaam and the magicians of Egypt, Jannes and Jambres (2 Tim 3:8). 

▪ Jesus does not refute that they did miraculous works. God’s miracles always 

happen through the medium of either man or nature...hence it is 

“supernatural…not “antinatural”. Being the medium of a miracle does not 

make anyone moral or righteous. Those that will not enter the Kingdom do not 

have the love of Messiah in them. 

1 Corinthian 13:1-3 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I 

am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all 

knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 

have not charity, I am nothing. 
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my 

body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. 
24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a 

wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 
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• How do we become wise and live on a firm foundation? 

o Hear: We cannot hear if we do not daily devote ourselves in His Word 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

o Do: This requires action! 

▪ What are we commanded to do? The Great Commission! 

▪ How are we commanded to do it? - God has gifted every member of the 

church body with a powerful gift (Rom 12:6-8). A gift that is meant to edify 

and empower the body as a whole, so that the church as a body can be unified 

and healthy to move out into the community and the rest of the world to reach 

the lost and the marginalized (1 Cor 12:12-27; Eph 4:11-16). 

• If any member does not use their gift, their own foundation is not sure 

• The body, or church, suffers because its parts are not working properly 

and also because unity is lost (1 Cor 12:26). 
25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 

and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 
26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a 

foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 

• Jesus here refers to people that hear His word … they get that part right, but they do not 

“Do”! 
27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 

and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 
28 And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at his 

doctrine: 
29 For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

• He is the “Logos” of the Gospel of John, and all words of truth come from Him. 

• He spoke the world into existence with a word, and with a word the ant-Christ will be 

defeated. 

• He is the judge of all men 

• Jesus is the only one ever who can rightly say, “Amen, I tell you…” 
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Matthew 8 

• This is the 2nd part of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. 

• Chapter 8 and 9 are chapters of miracles! Jesus is fulfilling prophecies by the prophet Isaiah 

concerning the Messiah. 

When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him. 

• Jesus was still ministering in Galilee 

• The crowd at the mountain as well as the crowd that had heard about his famous discourse 

was following Him. 
2 And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 

make me clean. 

• “Worshipped” – fall down prostate before Him. This is the same word as used about the 

worship of the Magi in chapter 2. 

• The man showed great faith 

• He put total dependence on the “will” of Jesus 
3 And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately 

his leprosy was cleansed. 

• Did Jesus condemn this man’s worship? 

• Jesus touched the unclean (Lev 13:3)! 

o Some scholars believe the man was healed just before Jesus’ hand touched him 

o Others believe that Jesus did in fact touch him while he still had the leprosy 

o Either way, Jesus still touched a man declared to be unclean. The man cannot be 

clean until he has given the offerings and the priest declares him clean. 

• No one was ever turned away by Jesus who came with this faith, this dependence, and this 

worship. All such people are received and pardoned by Him. 
4 And Jesus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, shew thyself to the priest, and 

offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 

• This man was not to delay in obeying the law. He needed to trek the 40-50 miles to 

Jerusalem immediately! 

• He was not really supposed to be a part of the congregation until the priest announced him 

clean (Lev 14:2). 

• Jesus did not come to abolish the Law but to fulfill it (Matt 5:17-18). 

• “Offer the gift” – Lev 14:4 describes the offering of two birds. 

• “For a testimony unto them” – The testimony spoken of here is the priest’s testimony that the 

man was cured. The testimony is for the people of Israel. 

o This testimony by the priest tells the people that the healing was genuine. 

o This priestly testimony allowed the man to once again regain his social and religious 

status among the people 

o This priestly testimony put the proof of this miracle beyond doubt. 
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o This puts out a strong statement to the religious establishment in Jerusalem and 

elsewhere…the Messiah is here and at work doing what only the Messiah can do! 
5 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching 

him, 

• Capernaum was a city in Galilee on the northwest bank of the Sea of Galilee. 
6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 
7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 

• Jesus was immediately willing to go out of his way to minister to others 
8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my 

roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. 
9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he 

goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 

• The Centurian is our equivalent of a Company commander today. 

• The Jewish people hated the Roman army. 

• This man was probably a pagan; yet he submitted to Jesus and put proclaimed Jesus’ 

authority even over himself. 
10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I 

have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 
11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with 

Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 
12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. 

• Many replacement (or covenant) theologians and many anti-Semitic thinkers interpret this 

passage as believing that God is excluding the Jews from His Kingdom. 

• “From the east and west” – Gentiles. Jesus is actually being inclusive here by including the 

gentiles from all over the world into the kingdom if they put their trust in Jesus.  

• “Children of the kingdom” – Israel. Jesus is giving a warning like many of the OT prophets 

here. He is not giving an irrevocable prediction. He is warning them that if they fail to come 

to him with the trust of the Centurion, then they will be cast out. 
13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto 

thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour. 

• So far you have Jesus healing a Jewish leper, and then healing a reviled gentile. 

• You have Jesus’ healing from a touch, and then you have Jesus healing from a distance. 
14 And when Jesus was come into Peter's house, he saw his wife's mother laid, and sick of a 

fever. 
15 And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them. 
16 When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he 

cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: 
17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our 

infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. 
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18 Now when Jesus saw great multitudes about him, he gave commandment to depart unto the 

other side. 
19 And a certain scribe came, and said unto him, Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou 

goest. 

• This man was too hasty and didn’t understand the true cost of following Him 
20 And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son 

of man hath not where to lay his head. 

• Jesus was exhausted and needed rest. We see in vs. 25 that he falls asleep as soon as He gets 

into the boat. 

• The scribe was willing to leave everything he dedicated his life to because it was dead 

• Jesus replies that being His disciple is not about popularity, miracles, and all the excitement. 

• “Son of man” 

o In saying this…Jesus is claiming his deity and His authority over the eternal kingdom 

he is proclaiming. 

o Remember that Satan referred to him as the Son of God (Matt 4:3). Jesus was both! 

o Here we see an OT reference to 2 members of the Godhead: The “Son of man” and 

the “Ancient of Days.”…God the son and God the Father respectively. 

Daniel 7:13-14 
13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of 

heaven (the glory clouds of His shekinah glory), and came to the Ancient of days, and 

they brought him near before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 

and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 

not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 

o Means he is the Messiah 

▪ Why was it important for the Messiah to be fully man? 

• So he can be the pure sacrifice for our sins 

• So he can be our mediator (priest) between God and us. 

• So he could be our redeemer (a blood relative as the 2nd Adam) 

• So that he can suffer everything we suffer and be able to help us when 

we call on Him 

• So we can belong to Him and therefore find rest as citizens in His 

kingdom 
21 And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 

• This man was too slow. 

• This man is not following Jesus around while his father’s corpse is rotting away in the 

heat at home. 

o The Jews have to bury their dead before sundown (Deut 21:23) 

o He would be at home sitting shivah (obeying the funeral practices we see in Jn 

11:19-20) 
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• This man was wanting to go home and sit in comfort until his father passed away at some 

far distant point, collect his inheritance, and then become a disciple. 
22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead. 

• “Follow me” - Jesus commands the man to follow Him 

• “Let the dead” – This would be the spiritually dead. Those that are concerned with the things 

of this world, their inheritance, etc… Jesus had said you cannot serve both God and 

mammon. 

• While it will cost you to follow Jesus, it will cost you more not to follow Him. 

• V. 18-22: Jesus requires radical obedience! In v. 23-27 we’ll see that following Jesus also 

requires a teachable Spirit. Both of these is so hard for many of us. 
23 And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. 

• These disciples did not just consist of the 12, but many more because other boats were 

following Jesus’ boat as well 

Mark 4:36 
36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And 

there were also with him other little ships.  
24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with 

the waves: but he was asleep. 

• “A great tempest” - This lake is known for how placid it is, but it is also known to suddenly 

turn into a raging sea when the winds from the eastern mountains arouse it. 

• “He was asleep” - Jesus was so exhausted that he slept even through this! He slept soundly 

because he did not even have a sense of danger! 

• Following Jesus does not eliminate life’s storms. 

o We live in a fallen world 

o We are strangers here, so we should not make ourselves too comfortable in this place. 

o We have an eternal home free of troubles where we will have our rest 

o In the meantime we work and suffer this world for our Lord. 
25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. 

• “We perish” - The disciples did not yet fully understand who Jesus was (see v 27) as they 

thought they were all in the act of being destroyed. 

o Jesus had commanded them to go to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (vs 18 and 

Mk. 4:35). 

o When Jesus requires something from us, He will always protect and guide us! 

o It is only when we actively follow Jesus that we come face to face with our 

weaknesses, giving us the opportunity to repent, grow and become even better 

followers! 

o As his disciples, we have been commissioned to a great task. 
26 And he said unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the 

winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. 
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• “He said unto them” - Jesus does not remove the stormy conditions and then address them, 

He addresses them while the storm rages about them! What a great teacher! The lesson is in 

the midst of the storm. 

• Concern for matters of the heart come first! 

• “Little faith” – He did not say “no faith”! 

o Some of these disciples had already given up their own livelihood to follow Him, but 

hey were still new and immature in this faith. 

o They also had enough faith to go to him for their needs as their Savior. 

o Jesus’ closest disciples would show themselves to be teachable and this and other 

moments with Jesus would grow their faith steadily in Him so that these simple men 

would perform mighty feats of faith in proclaiming the good news to the world! 

o We must remember that Jesus is always in our boat! 
27 But the men marveled, saying, what manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea 

obey him! 

• He commanded nature to obey Him with only his words! 

• His disciples were still discovering who Jesus was 

o We too should be in a constant state of discovering who Jesus really is! The more we 

know Him, the bigger our God gets! How big is your God? 

Isa 57:20 
20 But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up 

mire and dirt. 
21 There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked. 

Rom 5:1 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ 

Phil 4:7 
7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 

minds through Christ Jesus. 

• It wouldn’t be until they were again caught in another storm, where Jesus walked on water, 

that His disciples would finally realize His deity (Mt 15:33)! 

 
28 And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two 

possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by 

that way. 

• Jesus was now on the gentile side of the Sea of Galilee known as the Decapolis. 
29 And, behold, they cried out, saying, what have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? Art 

thou come hither to torment us before the time? 

• “What have we do with thee” – Jewsish figure of speech that means, “Why do you trouble 

us?” (2 Sam 16:10; 2 Kgs 9:18; Ezr 4:3) 
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• “Torment us before the time” – God created hell for Satan and his angels where they will all 

be cast at the day of judgment when wickedness will be finally destroyed (Matt 25:41; Rev 

20:9-15) 
30 And there was a good way off from them a herd of many swine feeding. 
31 So the devils besought him, saying, if thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the herd of 

swine. 

• The demons recognized Jesus’ authority over them…and who is them? 

• Mark and Luke record that the principle demon’s name was Legion since there were so many 

of them. In Jesus’ day, a Roman legion consisted of 600-3000 foot soldiers and up to 3000 

horsemen. This legion of demons feared Jesus. 
32 And he said unto them, Go. And when they were come out, they went into the herd of swine: 

and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished 

in the waters. 

• The demons obeyed Jesus’ command to go! 

• Mark 5:13 records that there were about 2000 swine in the herd. 

• Other than the cursing of the fig tree (Mk 21:18-20), this is the only miracle by Jesus that 

resulted in the destruction of property. Doesn’t this speak of the grace Christ was giving? All 

of his other miracles comforted others. This proves his duty to redeem the lost, the 

outsiders…those outside the Father’s house. 
33 And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told everything, and what 

was befallen to the possessed of the devils. 
34 And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought 

him that he would depart out of their coasts. 

• Is there reason for complaint here? 

o Note that the demons are the one’s responsible. 

Psalms 50:10-12 
10 For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. 
11 I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine. 
12 If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fullness thereof. 

o If God allowed the herd to be destroyed by earthquake or lightning, in other words 

naturally, there would be no accusation against God 

o Since Jesus is fully God, why should anyone complain if he allows it any other 

way…even if it is due to supernatural causes? 

• This is not the end of the story here!! Let’s continue the story in 

Mark 5:17-20 
17 And they began to pray him to depart out of their coasts. 
18 And when he was come into the ship, he that had been possessed with the devil 

prayed him that he might be with him. 
19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and tell 

them how great things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. 
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20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had 

done for him: and all men did marvel. 

o God closed the door to this man’s desire to physically be with Jesus and His other 

disciples. 

o Whereas the 12 disciples received the 5 talents in Mt 25:14-30, this man was given 2 

talents. 

o This man did not complain but was faithful to the mission that was given him. 

o The result was evident when Jesus went back to check on that region. 

Matthew 15:30 
30 And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, 

dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus' feet; and he healed 

them: 
31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the 

maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the 

God of Israel. 

o Where did the multitudes come from? Because of the formerly possessed man, these 

people had already put their faith in Jesus! 

o Because of his faithfulness with 2 talents, he will be put in charge of many things! 
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Matthew 9 

And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city. 

• Jesus heeded the requests of the people of Gadara and left. 

• “His own city” – Capernaum (Mk 2:1) 
2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their 

faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 

• “Palsy” means paralytic (parallel account in Mk 2) 

• “Thy sins be forgiven thee” – who has the power to forgive sins? 

• There is a real connection between suffering and sin. We don’t know if this man was 

paralyzed because of some sin he had committed, but we live in a fallen world that is cursed 

because of sin. 

• In this instance, Jesus addresses the very root of the issue first! 
3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, this man blasphemes. 

• Jesus was being accused of claiming things which belong only to God alone. 

Mark 2:7 
7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God only? 

• The scribes reasoned correctly based on Isaiah 43:25; 44:22. No prophet had ever had the 

power to forgive sins, and the scribes rightly understood that Jesus was claiming his divinity 

and his equality with the Father. 
4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? 
5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? 
6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then said he to 

the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 
7 And he arose, and departed to his house. 

• Jesus kept the main thing the main thing. Forgiveness of sins comes before anything else. 

• If there was no healing miracle, the people, maybe even his disciples, may have had a hard 

time believing if the man’s sins were really forgiven by God. 

• Jesus’ miracle reassured everyone that Jesus did in fact have the power he claimed. He 

proved his power to forgive by performing an act which required the power of God. 

• If he had in fact blasphemed God by claiming his ability to forgive, then there is no way he 

could at the same time have God’s favor to heal people as well. 
8 But when the multitudes saw it, they marveled, and glorified God, which had given such power 

unto men. 

• Jesus’ stated purpose was to do the will of the Father, and now Jesus’ life was bringing glory 

to the Father and not unto himself! 

• The Pharisees practiced Judaism to bring glory unto themselves. 

• What did Jesus say on the Sermon of the Mount? 

Matthew 5:16 
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16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven 

Oh that we may live pure and holy lives and do good works so that people see us as 

belonging to Jesus, and that they may glorify God. How is this possible? 
9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of 

custom: and he said unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. 
10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners 

came and sat down with him and his disciples. 

• Matthew was a publican (public contractor/tax collector) 

• “Sinners” those whose sins were blatant and obvious (prostitutes, thieves and others of low 

reputation) 
11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with 

publicans and sinners? 
12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, they that be whole need not a physician, but they 

that are sick. 

• Jesus protects His flock, the disciples, by leaving them no time to answer. 

• “They that be whole” means those that are healthy in this context it means those that are 

righteous vs. the sinners he is now with. 

o Here we see Jesus as the Great Physician who doesn’t just heal physical needs but 

more importantly heals the eternal spiritual needs as well, raising the spiritual dead to 

spiritual life!  This follows just after He proves His ability to forgive sins in v.2-8)! 

o Jesus is not affirming their righteousness but pointing to their claim of self-

righteousness and their lack of need for a physician. 

John 9:39-41 
39 And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not 

might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 
40 And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto 

him, Are we blind also? 
41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We 

see; therefore your sin remaineth. 

o This is the 1st reference we have of Jesus recognizing the rejection of the Pharisees 

and going to the outcasts instead. More and more, the Jewish people will reject Jesus 

and the Kingdom He is offering them, and more and more, Jesus will take His 

message to the gentiles. 
13 But go ye and learn what that means, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to 

call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

• Jesus quotes Hos 6:6. God prefers kindness towards others before the religious acts given 

towards God. (see Sermon on the Mount) 

Matthew 5:24 
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24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 

then come and offer thy gift. 
14 Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy 

disciples fast not? 

• Note the difference between the Pharisees and John’s disciples. The Pharisees go to Jesus’ 

disciples as if to cause doubt in the disciple’s minds (the Pharisees intend more than just to 

ask a question). John’s disciples go to the Master directly as they are troubled and desire to 

seek truth. 

• Jesus is about to give them 3 examples that explain how to observe a fitness for things. 
15 And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bride chamber mourn, as long as the 

bridegroom is with them? But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from 

them, and then shall they fast. 

• Jesus is following up John’s last message concerning Jesus when John said: 

John 3:29 
29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth 

and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is 

fulfilled. 

• Jesus relates mourning as the reason for fasting 

o John’s disciples were fasting out of mourning for the state that John was in, and they 

probably did not feel they had the authority to alter the custom of the land. 

o The Pharisees fasted 2x/week (Lk 18:12) on top of the national days of fasting, but 

they had absolutely no reason for mourning and thus were fasting inappropriately. 
16 No man puts a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up 

taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. 

• Old garment is not the Old Covenant, it is Midrash Judaism. It is worn and torn. Today, it has 

been covered with all sorts of old patches. 

• The new cloth is true faith in the Messiah, and the truths of the OT that he explains and 

fulfills. In this sense, Jesus’ new doctrines did not match the old rites of the Pharisees. 

• How much are we willing to let go of the old ways to accept new truths that we learn in our 

lives? 
17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runs out, and 

the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved. 

• The warning of Christ applies to all times that the life of His Church is not to be surrendered 

by forcing it into antiquated forms. But it also implies that genuine Christian forms should be 

preserved, along with the truth which they convey. 
18 While he spake these things unto them, behold, there came a certain ruler, and worshipped 

him, saying, my daughter is even now dead: but come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall 

live. 
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• In response to the people Jesus was with as well as the dinner taking place, Jesus uses 3 

analogies of the bridegroom, the patch, and the wine bottles to teach about what is correct 

and fitting. 

• “Certain Ruler” - Mark and Luke record this man as Jairus, ruler of the synagogue (Mk 5:22-

43; Lk 8:41-56). 

o The ruler of the synagogue knew what was right and fitting and respected Jesus for 

his company and his dinner. How did he display what was fitting at the moment? 

• “Worshipped him” (Gk: prosyneo) – Jairus recognized Jesus’ authority and fell down and 

prostrated himself before Jesus. This was fitting for the King of the Jews, just as the Magi 

had also done in Matt 2:2. 

• “Daughter is even now dead” – My daughter was so sick that she must be by this time dead. 

She was at the very point of death. 
19 And Jesus arose, and followed him, and so did his disciples. 
20 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind 

him, and touched the hem of his garment: 

• “Issue of blood” – Mark and Luke record the woman to had suffered at the hands of many 

doctors, and to have spent everything she had to cure this issue and it had only gotten worse 

(Mk 5:26). 

• “Hen of his garment” – This would be the fringe of his garment that Jews were commanded 

for them to wear (Num 15:38-39; Deut 22:12). 
21 For she said within herself, if I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. 
22 But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy 

faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour. 
23 And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people making a 

noise, 

• Minstrels mourned for the dead (Jer 9:17; 16:6-7; Ezk 24:17) 
24 He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not dead, but sleeps. And they laughed him to 

scorn. 
25 But when the people were put forth, he went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid arose. 

• Jesus, the father, mother and 3 disciples went in together (Mk 5:37-40) 
26 And the fame hereof went abroad into all that land. 
27 And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying, and saying, Thou son of 

David, have mercy on us. 
28 And when he was come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus said unto them, 

Believe ye that I am able to do this? They said unto him, Yea, Lord. 
29 Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto you. 
30 And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged them, saying, See that no man know it. 
31 But they, when they were departed, spread abroad his fame in all that country. 
32 As they went out, behold, they brought to him a dumb man possessed with a devil. 
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33 And when the devil was cast out, the dumb spake: and the multitudes marveled, saying, It was 

never so seen in Israel. 
34 But the Pharisees said, He casts out devils through the prince of the devils. 
35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 

the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 
36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they 

fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 
37 Then said he unto his disciples, the harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; 
38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that he will send forth laborers into his harvest. 
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Matthew 10 

10 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. 
2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 
3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and 

Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus (Luke calls him Judas); 
4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 

• “Apostles” (Grk: apostolos) – One who is sent to deliver something. 

o These 12 were apostles to the Jews. Matthias replace Judas (Acts 1) to keep this 

number at 12 representing the 12 tribes of Israel. 1 apostle for every tribe. 

o Paul was an apostle to the gentiles. 

• The office of apostle is made known: 

o Heal the sick 

o Cast out devils 

o Raise the dead 

o Preach the gospel 

o Live with Jesus to receive instruction 

o Witness the resurrection and testify this good news around the globe 

• The men chosen by Jesus was similar to why Israel was chosen by YHWH 

o Why did God choose a people that the Messiah would come through? 

▪ Because God loved the world who needed a Savior (Jn 3:16) 

▪ Because a perfect sacrifice to take away sins forever would require someone 

that is both fully man and fully God 

▪ Because in order to redeem the world would require by the Law: 

• Someone who is a blood relative of us (Jesus is the 2nd Adam) 

• Someone who is the first-born (Jesus was given all the authority over 

the family and all resources of His Father to redeem the world) 

o Why did God choose a specific people? 

▪ God promised a Messiah to the world after Adam and Eve fell into sin (Gen 

3:15) 

▪ Later, God promised the Messiah through the specific people of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob (Gen 12:1-3) 

▪ Later, God promises the Messiah through the specific tribe of Judah 

▪ And even later, God promises the Messiah through the specific family of Ruth 

and from the lineage of King David (all of these people were small before the 

Almighty blessed them) 

o Why God chose Israel (Deut 7:7-9) 

▪ Jesus had to come from some nation and he chose Israel. 



71 

 

 

▪ God chose the smallest of “all” peoples 

▪ God loved and kept those who put their lives in his covenant promise. 

▪ God empowered his weak people giving those victories and joy; so that His 

supreme power could be clearly seen to the world. 

▪ Because God showed his power through Israel to the world, Israel was 

supposed to “prepare the way” or “make straight the path for the coming 

Messiah as King to establish His kingdom. 

• Israel was supposed to be a nation of priests, prophets, and 

missionaries to the world. 

• They were to be a distinct and holy people 

• They were to point others to the Messiah, Redeemer, Savior, and Lord 

▪ While they failed in their task, God did not fail in His. The promise of the 

Messiah as the son of God and the Son of Man was fulfilled in Jesus of 

Nazareth. 

o Now Jesus chooses 12 apostles 

▪ These men were small 

• They were not highly educated men to fully explain the details of the 

good news 

• They had no special art or talent to spread the good news 

• They were poor and had no access to wealth with which to bride others 

into their religion 

• They had no rank or authority to compel others to believe 

• They were just plain men as one could hope to find as a witness in a 

court of law. 

o They had fair character full of honesty while having front row 

seats to the facts of which they bore witness 

• These plain men were willing to lay down their lives to prove their 

sincerity.  

▪ While God narrowed down, from the world to the specific family, that the 

Messiah would come through, now that Jesus was here, He selects a specific 

group of men to reach a people and finally to reach the whole world as his 

very church! 

▪ As Jesus preached…the Kingdom of Heaven was truly at hand! 

o We believers have been chosen, as the elect. 

▪ We are small (the repentant lifestyle of the Beatitudes) 

▪ We are empowered by the giving of the Holy Spirit 

▪ We are intercessors for each other (encouraging one another) 

▪ We are a kingdom of priests pointing the world to God 

▪ Will we fail just as Israel did? 
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5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the 

Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 
6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

• How does this agree with the Great Commission of the apostles in Matt 28:16-20? 
16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had 

appointed them. 
17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. 
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 

earth. 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 

you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

o When was the Great Commission supposed to start? See Acts 1:4. Where Jesus is 

speaking to the apostles after His resurrection. 
4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart 

from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 
5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many 

days hence. 
6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this 

time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 
7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father 

hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 

uttermost part of the earth. 

• Every mission has its season or proper time 

o The apostles are being sent out now to reach Israel only to announce that the Messiah 

is here to ascend the throne of David and set up His reign and to call them into 

repentance. 

o We will see later on that Israel would reject this offer, not repent (Matt 16:13-28:20). 

o Jesus will then withdraw His kingdom offer temporarily and ascend the cross instead 

fulfilling His role as the Lamb of God. 

o A new dispensation would then take place upon the giving of the Holy Spirit that is 

called the Church Age. This is the Mystery Kingdom that includes the wheat and the 

tares (believers and unbelievers). Jesus rules this Kingdom while seated at the Throne 

of God in Heaven. 

o It is in this current Kingdom that the Great Commission applies to reach the gentiles. 

o The current mission of the disciples in vs 5-6 applies while the King is with them. 
7 And as ye go, preach, saying, the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

• The Bible uses the term “kingdom” in 7 different ways: 

o The Gentile Kingdoms 
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o Kingdom of Israel and Judah 

o Kingdom of Satan 

o God’s universal Kingdom 

o A spiritual kingdom – Related to God’s universal kingdom, it is a kingdom that 

includes all of the elect of all the ages 

o Millennial Davidic Kingdom 

o The mystery Kingdom 

• The “Kingdom of Heaven” is interchangeable with the “Kingdom of God”. What it refers to 

is defined by the context 

• The real millennial Kingdom was being offered to Israel at this time…it was at hand 

• Jesus was there to bring the nation of Israel into repentance and ascend the throne of David 

• The Herald 

o The last prophet of Israel has prophesied the coming of Elijah to herald the Messiah 

(Mal 3:1; Isa 40:3) 

o Then there were 400 years if silence, also known as the intertestamental period 

o John the Baptist then fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah and Malachi, in Matt 3:2-3, 

proclaiming: 
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of one 

crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight 

o Jesus asks them not only to accept the Kingdom of Heaven, but in Matt 11:14, He 

also asks them to accept John the Baptist as the prophesied Herald. 

• Jesus 

o After the termination of the ministry of the Herald (Matt 4:12), Jesus began his 

ministry with the message, “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” (Matt 

4:17) 

o Jesus’ actions proclaimed the Kingdom of Heaven being at hand through the miracles 

He performed 

• The 12 Apostles 

o Now, Jesus, as the Messiah, is showing his authority to send out and empower the 

Apostles to the ministry to both proclaim the Kingdom of Heaven being near, and 

also to do the same miracles he has been doing. Jesus has the authority to distribute 

His power to work through others. 

 
8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, and cast out devils: freely ye have received, 

freely give. 

• “Heal the sick…” 

o Here we see the duties of the Apostles 

o Jesus is showing his power, authority, and right to be King as he grants His power 

and authority to others 
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o The Kingdom is at hand, and the characteristics prophesied of the kingdom are clearly 

being done and seen 

o The Apostles were 1st reported to raise the dead in Acts 9:36 

o The 70 reported that the evil spirits were subject to them in Lk 10:17 

• “Freely ye have received…” 

o They were not to sell their favors of preaching and miraculous powers 
9 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 

• Notice the progression from most valuable to even the least little value of the brass coins. 

They were not to profit even in the slightest amounts. 
10 Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is 

worthy of his meat. 

• “Neither 2 coats..” 

o Forget about bringing luggage, that would assume they would be delaying too long in 

each place 

o Forget about wearing the larger outfits for your journey…God would provide (The 

account in Mark actually tells them to shod their feet and take a staff. Mk 6:8-11) 

• “Workman is worthy…” 

o This balances out the previous commandments so that the maintenance of the 

disciples was not to be severed from their office of ministry. In other words, their 

maintenance was to be exclusively for their office (1 Cor 9:14) 

o Where did the responsibility of this maintenance fall? (Gal 6:6) 
11 And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide 

till ye go thence. 
12 And when ye come into a house, salute it. 
13 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace 

return to you. 

• Christ truly is the light unto our paths and here we see how the apostles were guided: 

o Christ chose his messengers (v1), He gave their aim (v1), He told them the way (v5-

6), He gave them their message (v7), He gave them the price (v8), and He instructed 

them concerning their provisions and support (v9-13). 
14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or 

city, shake off the dust of your feet. 

• Previously Jesus is speaking to the disciples of needing no provisions…those that were 

prepared to receive the gospel maintained these apostles. Not so among the enemies, or those 

that reject the gospel. In this case God will maintain them directly. 

• This sending out of the good news is a fulfillment of prophecy in Isa 52:7 
7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 

publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good that publisheth salvation; that saith unto 

Zion, Thy God reigneth! 
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15 Verily I say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the 

Day of Judgment, than for that city. 

• Here is a truth originating from the Word himself! Jesus now gives them prophetic 

instruction of things that will occur after He ascends into Heaven and sends the Holy Spirit 

upon them. 

• We see at this major turning point, the mission of the 12 apostles in its continuance to the end 

of the world. From the commission to reach Israel in vs 5-6 to their commission to reach all 

people groups in the Great Commission (Matt 28:16-20) 

==================================================================== 

Vs 16-23 Speak of the persecution and rejection of the Apostles because of their message 
16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 

harmless as doves. 

• “Wise as serpents” – Many times we think of the craftiness of how a serpent stalks its prey, 

but he context of this verse is about defending not attacking…as the analogy of the doves 

indicates. Therefore, they should imitate the wisdom of the serpent in its ability to avoid 

danger. They should also not provoke anyone and give them a sense of just rage against 

them. 
17 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in 

their synagogues; 

• “Beware of men” – These men are the wolves in v16. The apostles should not needlessly put 

themselves at risk or danger for their message. 

• “Scourge you in their synagogues” – Deut 25:2-3 

o Originally, rods were used, then whips, then to make the whips more painful, they 

added pieces of iron to them that they referred to as scorpions (1 Kgs 12:11). 

o The number of stripes were not to exceed 40. Many floggings were much less than 

this number. To ensure a correct count so that the law was not violated, they later 

used a whip with 3 lashes giving 3 stripes at once. They would then whip the person 

13x giving 39 stripes. 

o The apostle Paul went through this process 5x…he was given the maximum amount 

of stripes each time (2 Cor 11:24). 
18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them 

and the Gentiles. 

• Fulfilled in Acts 5:26-33; 12:1-4; 23:33; 26:1, 28, 30. 
19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given 

you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 

• “Take no thought” – This does not mean to be mindless. The Greek word is merimnao, and 

means to brood or be anxious. 

o They were to speak before kings, which people associated many times with divinity 

o The apostles were poor lowly people such as fisherman…how can they speak to such 

elevated people 
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o God is promising inspiration! How assuring that God would speak within them. 

• When we are anxious, we need to remember that all of our power, wisdom, and comfort 

come from our Master…if indeed we have made him our Master (Matt 6:25-34) 

25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought (Gk: merimnao) for your life, what ye shall eat, or 

what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, 

and the body than raiment? 

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet 

your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 

27 Which of you by taking thought (Gk: merimnao) can add one cubit unto his stature? 

28 And why take ye thought (Gk: merimnao) for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how 

they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 

29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the 

oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 

31 Therefore take no thought (Gk: merimnao), saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we 

drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 

need of all these things. 

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 

unto you. 

34 Take therefore no thought (Gk: merimnao) for the morrow: for the morrow shall take 

thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 

 
20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 
21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the children 

shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. 

• “Brother against brother” – Look at how maligned mankind’s heart is against Jesus and His 

gospel. The hate of the gospel is enough to rip apart the strongest natural bonds of affection 

that is seen in any human relationship. 

• We need to understand this concept with our own family and friends who are lost, and not 

sacrifice the gospel for the sake of securing the bonds of relationships. 

• Indeed, hate for the gospel has ripped apart these natural bonds with those who value the 

gospel to be crucified, thrown into boiling oil, burned at the stake, roasted slowly over coals, 

forced to drink molten lead, torn to pieces by prey, and covered with pitch and set on fire. 
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22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be 

saved. 

• Many persecuted pastors in China today, pray diligently for the believers in the Western 

hemisphere. They believe that what we have to endure is so much more difficult than what 

they are enduring. They are enduring persecution, which can have a refining effect on the 

church. In persecuted areas, only those that truly love our Lord are brave enough to worship 

him. All the others who with lips only professed to be Christians apostatized. 

• For now, in the West, persecution is not our main threat…it is apathy. Persecuted pastors say 

over and again how much harder apathy is to endure than persecution.  
23 But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, Ye 

shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come. 

• Verses 16-23 shows the persecution the apostles will endure along-side the rejection of their 

message 

• “Flee ye into another [city]” – being wise as serpents in v16 in how they were to spread the 

Good News 

• “Ye shall not have gone over…” – Remember, starting in v15, Jesus begins to speak of 

things that happen after his resurrection and ascension into Heaven. In the delivering of the 

message from city to city within Israel due to their fleeing from persecution, they were not 

able to go to every city because of 2 physical reasons: 

o The great persecution that began with the stoning of Stephen 

o The destruction of Jerusalem and the resulting diaspora of the Jews from the land of 

Israel. 

• What had led to these great change of events? Israel rejected the Son of man, or David’s heir 

to the throne. So instead, the Son of man ascended the cross and was slain, resurrected, and 

ascended into Heaven, and sent the Holy Spirit. This ended the Jewish economy and ushered 

in a new economy called the church age. 

o The ending of the Jewish economy is spelled out later in Matthew by the tearing of 

the veil to the Holy of holies (Matt 27:50-51a). 

o Extrabiblically the Talmud records the ending of their own economy before the 

temple was even destroyed by the Romans. 

• “Till the Son of man be come” – What OT passage would the apostles think of when Jesus 

referred to the Son of man? 

Daniel 7:13-14 
13 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of 

heaven (the glory clouds of His shekinah glory), and came to the Ancient of days, and they 

brought him near before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 

languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 

away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 
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==================================================================== 

Vs 24-33 give comfort to the apostles and show that they are special objects of the Father’s 

care. 
24 The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. 
25 It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have 

called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? 
26 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid, that 

shall not be known. 

• “Nothing covered…” – This language was a type of Jewish proverb and means that while the 

world will not acknowledge their innocence, principles and integrity, God would recognize it 

and vindicate them in due time. 
27 What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye 

upon the housetops. 
28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him 

which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

• “To destroy” – Verb tense means to destroy and continue destroying. 

• “Hell (Gk: Gehenna)” 
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? And one of them shall not fall on the ground without 

your Father. 
30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
31 Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. 
32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father 

which is in heaven. 

• “Shall confess” – The verb means to confess and keep confessing. It is not a 1x act. It is in 

every act. It is not being ashamed of the person, character, doctrines, and requirements of 

Christ. 
33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in 

heaven. 

• If we are ashamed of the person, character, doctrines and requirements of Christ before men, 

then we are showing that we are unwilling to express our attachment to Him in every way 

possible. It is right at that point for Jesus to disown all connection with us before the Father. 

==================================================================== 

Vs 34-39 remind the apostles to stand firm as their message of Jesus will cause division 
34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 

• Notice that the sword is an instrument of death of another 
35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, 

and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 
36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. 
37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 
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• I think of Abraham offering up his son, Isaac, on the altar on Mount Moriah 

• Even grander yet is the fact that God offered up His Son for us. We should be the same way 

towards Him. 

• We must love Christ supremely (not perfectly) or we are not loving him at all. If we are not 

willing to give up all earthly possessions, forsake our earthly friends and family, and if we 

can’t obey him above all others…then we do not have a true attachment to Him. 
38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 

• “Not worthy of me” – Is not fit to be a follower of me…is not a Christian. 

• It is interesting that the cross is on Jesus’ mind and passing through His lips in this early 

stage of His ministry. 

• Just as the sword (in vs. 34) is an instrument of death to others, the cross is an instrument of 

death to ourselves. 

• How would the apostles have understood this purpose of carrying the cross? The Romans 

made those convicted to be crucified, to carry their own cross so that their last act in life was 

obedience to the state. In their crimes, they were rebellious and lawless, but Rome made sure 

their last act was total obedience and submission to Rome. 

• To save all of us, Jesus bore His cross until he fainted from exhaustion. All believers have a 

cross to bear. Before we knew Jesus, we were all completely depraved and lawless, but when 

we received Him as our Savior and Lord, we became new creations with eternal life, and we 

were condemned to be hated by the world and to die to the world. 

• Our obedience in carrying this cross is our love for Jesus. It is our final act of submission to 

Jesus’ authority that we carry our cross and offer up ourselves towards this death, so others 

may see the truth in our love for Him. 
39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it. 

• I can still hear Jesus’ words concerning the man who wanted to wait till he had received all 

of his father’s inheritance to follow Jesus…He said: 

“Let the dead bury the dead, but you follow me!” 

• Giving the gospel, making disciples, and maturing in Christ is all part of carrying the cross, 

but: in this is found the life and joy that the Messiah gives us!! As we will see in chapter 

11:29-30, Jesus says: 

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 

find rest unto your souls. 

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

==================================================================== 

Vs. 40-42 gives 3 illustrations to show that there are great rewards for following Him 
40 He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 
41 He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward; and he 

that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's 

reward. 
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• “In the name of…” – Remember that in this time, names defined the identity, character and 

mission of a person. By receiving and acknowledging the titles of prophet or righteous man, 

they were honoring their truth and fully attaching themselves to their mission. 
42 And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the 

name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 

• “Little ones” – Jesus’ disciples. 

• Why are they called “little”? – Because they lack everything the world considers great: 

knowledge, wealth, rank, and status. They were learners only and not yet teachers. 

• Notice how Jesus progressively makes the disciple look smaller and smaller in each 

illustration…from “prophet” to “righteous man” to just a “little one”. 

• Also notice the progression of the responders. Receiving these disciples are one thing – 

because it conveys completely buying into their message that Jesus is the King who has 

come! 

• But wouldn’t most people back then give a cold drink of water to any little one who was 

thirsty and weary? This is a much smaller act than the receiving mentioned above, yet many 

would refuse to give this drink because they were emissaries of Jesus who were proclaiming 

His kingdom. 

In chapter 11, Mathew introduces a change of direction within this overall section dealing with 

the miracles of the Kingdom where Jesus is the Lord over everything concerning the people and 

nature including wine, wind, water, trees, disease, demons, and death. 
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Matthew 11 

11 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he 

departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities. 

• “And it came to pass” 

o Matthew already reported in Ch. 1-4 on the preparation of the King for His ministry 

▪ The earthly recognition of his kingship: Genealogy, in Ch. 1, ties Him to the 

earthly royal line of David 

▪ The heavenly recognition of His kingship: Baptism, in Ch. 3, relates Him to 

heaven and gives heavenly credentials…“This is my beloved Son…” 

▪ The testing for fitness of Kingship happens in Ch. 4, where He is related to the 

powers of darkness to see whether He can fulfill God’s intention for man. 

o Matthew then reported the presentation of the King and the laws of the kingdom as 

discusses in the last half of Ch. 4-7, in the Sermon on the Mount. 

o Matthew then reports on the miracles of the kingdom in Ch. 8-12 

▪ Jesus shows his authority as King over the entire realm of man’s ontology 

(being) from sin and demons to disease and death. 

▪ It starts becoming evident in this section that the nation of Israel is going to 

reject Jesus as their physical King. 

▪ Now in Ch. 11, Jesus introduces a new word in Matthew’s text, “Woe”. A 

term of judgment. Remember that it is always Jesus who Judges man. 

• “Teach and preach in their cities” 

o This was still in the area of Galilee 

o During this time Jesus went to Magdala where He was anointed by the woman who 

was a sinner. 

o He also went to Nain where He raised the widow’s son 

o A number of female disciples also began to follow and minister unto Jesus. One of 

these was Mary Magdalene, whom Jesus had cast out 7 demons (Lk 8:2). 

o It was on this preaching journey that John’s disciples caught up with Jesus. John was 

in prison at this time. 
2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 

• “Prison” – The fortress of Machaerus, where Herod eventually had him killed (Josephus, 

Ant. XVIII. 5, 2) 
3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another? 

• John already knew that Jesus was the Messiah (Jn 1:29). 

• It is believed that John 

o Sent his disciples so they could see and understand for themselves who Jesus was 

o Or to see if the man he had heard so many reports about was in fact, Jesus. 

o Or had become discouraged while in prison after having announce Jesus as the 

Messiah. 
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o Or maybe John just wanted Jesus to publically proclaim Himself as the Messiah and 

sent his disciples to effect this response from Jesus. 
4 Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and 

see: 
5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

• All of these miracles are the signs or proof of the kingdom that Jesus is offering. No prophet 

had performed so many miracles in the way that Jesus had done…and had done it in their 

own name as Jesus did. 

• Jesus was telling John, “I have fulfilled Isa 61:1” 

o In Lk 4:18 Jesus said: 
 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 

to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 

captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised 

o In Isa 61:1 Isaiah prophesied of the Messiah: 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach 

good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound 
6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 

• “Offended” – (Gk: skandalizo = to trip). Where we get our word for scandal. 

o “Oh how happy is he that I shall not be a stumbling block to!” And why would he be 

a stumbling block in the context of this passage? 

o It would have been tempting to reject, or take offence to, His gospel and doctrine on 

the grounds of His poverty and lowliness of life. 

o But happy is he who accepts Jesus just as He, for who He is, is and not as he wishes 

Jesus to be. How often do we hear people saying, “If Jesus was the Savior, or if Jesus 

was God, why didn’t he…?” 
7 And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye 

out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind? 

• “Jesus began to say” – Jesus began examining the crowd’s motives for following John 

previously 

• “Shaken by the wind” – A man who is light, fragile and constantly changing. Jesus was 

declaring that this was not John’s character. 
8 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they that wear soft 

clothing are in kings' houses. 

• John himself was poor and of lowly estate. 
9 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet. 

• John surpassed all the prophets who had prophesied the coming Messiah as he was the one to 

actually prepare the way. 
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10 For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 

prepare thy way before thee. 

• See Mal 3:1 
11 Verily I say unto you, among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than 

John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

• The New is in the Old Concealed, the Old is in the New Revealed 
12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and 

the violent take it by force. 

• “From the days of John the Baptist” – A new period had begun where the kingdom of heaven 

was at hand and was advancing vigorously so that it was being opposed vigorously 

• “Suffers violence” – The Greek means to struggle, force, or overpower. The arrival and 

preaching of the kingdom from John, Jesus, and the apostles was advancing forcefully in 

spite of the objections from many of Jesus’ hometown and from the religious and political 

authorities. What are ways that we see the kingdom advancing forcefully? 

o Think of all of the babies slaughtered in an attempt on Jesus’ life 

o Think of John the Baptist who is now in prison and would eventually be beheaded 

o In Ch 10, Jesus said that the apostles would be greatly persecuted 

o The curses of diseases and deformities submitted to the kingdom 

o Nature submitted to the kingdom as Jesus turned water into wine and commanded the 

winds and the seas. Jesus withered up the fig tree 

o Even the demons were forced to submit to the spreading of the kingdom 

• “The violent take it by force” – In other words, only forceful men lay hold of it. 

o The Greek literally reads like this: 

“…and the forceful take it.” 

The NIV reads thusly: 

“From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been 

forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.” 

o What does it mean that only forceful men lay hold of it? 

▪ What are these men leaving in order to enter the kingdom? The world and 

deceit that are enemies of God. 

▪ Entrance to the kingdom requires earnest endeavor, untiring energy, utmost 

exertion. 

Lk 13:24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will 

seek to enter in, and shall not be able. 

Lk 16:16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the 

kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it. 

Jn 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 

peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 

overcome the world 
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▪ Therefore, it is the forceful men who are willing to fight off the deceit of this 

world, to overcome Satan and take hold of the salvation that the kingdom 

offers, who can enter the kingdom rest in the Messiah. 

▪ The kingdom then, is not for the comfortable and lazy, the compromisers, and 

those that love this present world such as the rich young ruler, Balaam, and 

Demas of 2 Tim. It is for the strong and sturdy men and women such as 

Joseph, Shadrach, Meshach and Abendigo, Peter and Paul, Ruth, Deborah, 

Esther, and Lydia. 
13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. 

• “The prophets and the law” – The whole of the OT 

• John was the last OT prophet. 
14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elijah, which was for to come. 

• Jesus claimed that John was the prophesied Elijah, but in Jn 1:21, John says that he is not. 

How is this possible? 

Jn 1:21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou 

that prophet? And he answered, No. 

Jn 1:22-23 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that 

sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 
23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, 

as said the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 40:1-5). 

In other words, he was not literally Elijah, but he was of the spirit and message of Elijah as 

spoken of in Malachi 3:1 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, 

whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, 

whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 

In the Temple, God told Zecharias that his wife, Elizabeth, would have a son, John the 

Baptist who would be “in the spirit of Elijah.” 

Lk 1:17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the 

fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord. 

• The literal Elijah is still yet to come before the Great Tribulation in the ends times that 

precedes Jesus’ 2nd coming (Mal 4:5-6) 
15 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

• Whenever Jesus says this, it is a recognition that there are some believers among him, but 

there are also many who are rejecting him. Jesus addresses the crowd who is rejecting the 

message of the kingdom preached by both John and himself. 
16 But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the markets, and 

calling unto their fellows, 
17 And saying, we have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and 

ye have not lamented. 
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18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. 
19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a 

winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. 

• Man’s greatest human need is to be accepted. God fills this need to perfection 

• When we do not seek God, our need to be accepted becomes perverted into a need to be liked 

o Who are the “they” we need to like us? They are fickle and always make us strive to 

reach their constantly changing goal of being entertained in order for us to be liked. 

▪ There are those who seek to be liked by the majority. This is why many public 

figures address issues with quick zingers instead of addressing the issues with 

honesty…because they are seeking to be liked. This isn’t just relegated to 

politicians, it is true of many talk shows, classrooms, and even most of us. 

This can be a dire situation for any church leader 

▪ There are those who seek to be liked only by those at the top. This is why 

there are so many people sacrificing a meaningful life with God in order to 

climb the ladders of success…we see this at work and even in church. I call 

them ladder climbers. Where the ladder being climbed is all the people getting 

stepped on. This is a dire situation for congregants in the church. 

• John and Jesus had God’s perfect acceptance…as noted by Jesus’ defense of John and by the 

Father’s response to Jesus as being “Well Pleased”. 

• In this acceptance it didn’t matter what they did. The fickle crowds did not like them. 

• But they were seeking only the kingdom...and in this they have abundant life. 
20 Then he began to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because they 

repented not: 
21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! Woe unto thee, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works, which were 

done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth 

and ashes. 

• The last thing anyone could want is to be cursed with “woe” by the ultimate judge of all men 

• “Chorazin and Bethsaida” - There is a special name for the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida, that 

is Tyre and Sidon today. Does anyone know what these cities are today? – “Archeological 

Digs” or “Rubble”! 

• If you lived in Chorazin and Bethsaida in Jesus’ day, it would not compare to the wicked 

idolatry of Tyre and Sidon. They were seemingly respectfully religious with many observant 

Jews. But this is exactly why their judgment is harsher! They had seen and heard but not 

repented. 

• They could not respond to the greatest outpouring in history because they were so jaded in 

their religiosity. 

• Jesus was more concerned with the response of those who claim the name of God than the 

non-response of those who have never heard. 

• Do we yawn before the Lord almighty today? 
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22 But I say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the Day of Judgment, than 

for you. 
23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the 

mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained 

until this day. 
24 But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the Day of 

Judgment, than for thee. 
25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 
26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 
27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; 

neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 

him. 
28 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

• While the Pharisees say, “Do!”, Jesus as the Savior says, “Come.” The law can only 

condemn and cannot save. Only a person can save…and that in Jesus as the Messiah as our 

rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 

rest unto your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
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Matthew 12 

• Don’t let this chapter break prevent the point of Matthew from being made. 

o The Pharisees and scribes only say “DO” to the people. Follow the law and all of 

their interpretations of it. The people were also supposed to mimic them in how they 

supposedly upheld the Law. This was a real burden for the people. 

o But Jesus only says to “COME” and place all your burdens on him. People get weary 

in their search for truth and burdened by the Laws or false religion. Peter explicitly 

addresses this point: 

Acts 15:7-11 

7 And when there had been much disputing (concerning the circumcision of gentile 

Christians to uphold the Law), Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, 

ye know how that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by 

my mouth should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 

8 And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy 

Ghost, even as he did unto us; 

9 And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 

10 Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck of the disciples, 

which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 

11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, 

even as they. 

o What does our Savior say? - Read Matt 11:25-30 

12 At that time Jesus went on the Sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were hungry 

and began to pluck the ears of corn to eat. 

• 12:1-8 are also recorded in Mk 2:23-28 and Lk 6:1-5 

• “At this time”: 

o Lk 6:1 records that this is the 2nd Sabbath after the first. This would be the Sabbath 

after the 7-day Passover week in the month of Nissan (Ex 12:1-28; 23:15). 

o From the 2nd day of the Passover week, a sheaf of barley was to be offered up as the 

1st fruits of the harvest (Lev 23:10-11). So the corn referenced in v.1 refers to barley. 

o The feast of Pentecost (Shavout) was to begin exactly 7 weeks from the offering of 

the 1st fruits (Lev 23:15-16; Deut 16:10; Ex 23:16). 

o They would count the Sabbaths until that point. The Sabbath in the week following 

the offering of the 1st fruits would be the 2nd Sabbath…which is the day that Jesus and 

his disciples were in the fields eating barley. 
2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not 

lawful to do upon the sabbath day. 

• “Sabbath day” – Moses had commanded the Hebrews to abstain from work on the 

Sabbath (Ex 20:10; 35:2-3; Num 15:32-36) 
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3 But he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was hungry, and they that 

were with him; 
4 How he entered into the house of God, and did eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for him 

to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the priests? 

• The showbread were 12 loaves of bread placed on a table in the holy place of the 

tabernacle, and they were to remain there for 1 week and then eaten by the priests only 

(Lev 24:5-9). 

• David and his men were fleeing Saul and were weary and hungry. They came to 

Abimelech the priest who provided the bread for David and his men to eat in seemingly 

direct violation of the Law (1 Sam 21:1-7). 

• David’s act was never condemned and is an example that the Law admits cases of 

necessity. 

• Generally speaking the Law was given for man’s sake. If all men at all times could 

perfectly obey the law, our world would experience a true and lasting peace…socially, 

environmentally, economically, etc… 

o Since none of us can obey the Law, the world is lawless, and we all stand 

condemned by it, and the need for a Messiah, or Savior, becomes evident. 

o But the point is that the Law benefits all of us, and love for God and love for 

others, in truth, always supersedes a religious clinging to the Law. 

o Think about areas in our Christian walk where we may have seen the Law 

superseding love for one another. 

• Specifically speaking in this case of the Sabbath Law, Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath, and 

his disciples were hungry and in need of food. 

o The Pharisees had 39 categories of “work” that were forbidden on the Sabbath. 

Harvesting was one of these categories. So they saw Jesus and his disciples as 

technically breaking the Sabbath Law. 

o Yet they were not working to harvest for profit, they were simply eating to sustain 

their bodies created by God. There was no love by the Pharisees for the hungry 

and needy position that Jesus and the disciples were in. 

Mark 2:27-28 
27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 

sabbath: 
28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. 

5 Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple profane 

the sabbath, and are blameless? 

• The priests offered sacrifices on the Sabbath (this required great work). 
6 But I say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the temple. 

• David, whose throne will last forever…and even now, the priests, who are your mediators 

between God and man…seemingly broke the Law and yet are blameless. These were mere 

men held to account under the Law. 
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• Jesus now claims that he is not a mere man as David and the priests are, but that He is 

superior to the Temple (the temple is the centerpiece of the mediation of the Law between 

men and God). 

• While David and the Priests were called into their position of authority, Jesus is claiming His 

own authority and calling as well. 
7 But if ye had known what this means, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have 

condemned the guiltless. 

• Jesus quotes Hos 6:6, but he is also quoting Himself from Matt 9:13. Jesus used this same 

argument against these people before, but apparently, they had been able to come back with a 

rebuttal against it. 

• Jesus is saying that love for others and caring for their needs is worship of God. That is why 

Jesus had previously taught them to resolve their conflicts with others before going to the 

temple and offering their sacrifices. 

• If we believers today have strife with others or know of another’s need and we are not 

showing love as we ought to them, then our public worship is like white washing over a 

tomb. 

• God preferred righteous acts over precise observance of the Law. 

• Many Christians and churches stumble over this concept. Some put so much stock in 

maintaining a correct and precise theological position, that it keeps them from having 

fellowship with another brother or sister in Christ. 

• Many times, this is what can make believers and Christians to become almost monastic in 

this regard 

• Here is a portion of a poem, by Bob Hartman, that was written on this topic: 

Another sleepy Sunday, safe within the walls 

Outside a dying world in desperation calls 

But no-one hears the cries or knows what they're about 

The doors are locked within or is it from without 

Looking through rose colored stained glass windows 

Never allowing the world to come in 

Seeing no evil and feeling no pain 

Making the light as it comes from within, so dim 

Out on the doorstep lay the masses in decay 

Ignore them long enough, maybe they'll go away 

When you think you have so much, you have so much to lose 

You think you have no lack but you're really destitute 

Looking through rose colored stained glass windows 

Never allowing the world to come in 
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Seeing no evil and feeling no pain 

Making the light as it comes from within, so dim 

8 For the Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day. 

• Jesus doesn’t just stop at claiming to be greater than the temple, here He is literally claiming 

to be God of the Sabbath (Heb 4:9-10; Lk 6:5). 

Heb 4:9-10 

There remains therefore a rest to the people of God. 
10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did 

from his. 
11 Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of 

unbelief. 
9 And when he was departed thence, he went into their synagogue: 

• Look at this bold move of Jesus! Once again, he teaches them truths with His mouth and then 

he puts those truths in action for all to see! 

• Watch the Master of the Sabbath at work here in the synagogue: 
10 And, behold, there was a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, saying, is it 

lawful to heal on the Sabbath days? That they might accuse him. 
11 And he said unto them, What man shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep, and if it 

fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? 
12 How much then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath 

days. 
13 Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored 

whole, like as the other. 

• Mark’s account actually records that Jesus was angry at the Pharisees while he performed 

this act: 

Mark 3:5 
5 And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of 

their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his 

hand was restored whole as the other. 

• Jesus showed love for the man who was in need. 

• Jesus taught truth for all to hear that they too may believe. He had publicly silenced His 

critics. 

• Jesus backed up his authoritative claims with a miraculous act within a synagogue. He truly 

was God of the Sabbath. 

• Jesus showed His love and care for those that belong to Him by protecting them from the 

wolves. 

• Jesus taught, and put into action, 2 cases that supersede the Sabbath Law…both showing love 

for His fellow men: 

o Necessity: He and His disciples needed food just as King David had. 

o Mercy: He healed the man with the withered hand 
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14 Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might destroy him. 
15 But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes followed him, 

and he healed them all; 

• “He withdrew” – Again, Jesus is practicing what He preached in Matt 10:16 by being as wise 

as a serpent. 
16 And charged them that they should not make him known: 

• Mark’s account says that Jesus withdrew to the Sea of Galilee (Mk 3:7-8) 

Mark 3:7-8 

But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from Galilee 

followed him, and from Judaea, 
8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and 

Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what great things he did, came unto him. 

• Here we have Jews and gentiles following Him so that the following verses (17-21) might be 

fulfilled. 
17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 

• Jesus quotes Is 42:1-4…to show why he sought to retire in concealment. He was not the 

conquering Messiah at this time. He was the Messiah as described in this passage of Isaiah. 

• Instead of the earthly warrior that even His disciples were expecting, He was predicted under 

a totally different character. 

• He would not shout out for battle or proclaim His voice loudly in the streets. Instead he 

would be peaceful, retiring, strengthening the feeble, and cherishing the smallest desires of 

holiness. 
18 Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will 

put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to the Gentiles. 

• “Judgment” in Hebrew means the laws, or the whole system of truth. Here it would mean the 

system of Gospel truth…the Christian truth…in other words, the Kingdom truth! 
19 He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice in the streets. 
20 A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth 

judgment unto victory. 

• “bruised reed” – people who are feeble, broken souls who are contrite over their sins. The 

Pharisees broke these kind of people unlike the Messiah. 

• “Smoking flax” – the wick of a candle when the oil has run out. This represents the sick and 

the feeble of spirit. A flame that has almost gone out, but where a little heat remains. 
21 And in his name shall the Gentiles trust. 

• Jesus was fulfilling all of these prophetic words concerning the true Messiah 

• “Trust” for what? What allows us today to put our trust in Jesus as our Messiah? 

o Jesus’ identity met the requirements of our Savior 

▪ He is the Messiah by virtue of angelic announcement 

▪ He is the Messiah by virtue of virgin birth 

▪ He is the Messiah by virtue of Abrahamic and Davidic descent 
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▪ He is the Messiah by virtue of the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy 

▪ He is the Messiah by virtue of the proclamation of the forerunner of the 

Messiah, John the Baptist 

▪ He is the Messiah by virtue of His defeat of Satan when he was tempted in the 

wilderness 

▪ He is the Messiah because the Father announced Him to be the Messiah, 

because the Spirit came upon Him to be the Messiah, and because He, being 

anointed, came to preach the gospel of the Kingdom to the poor, the captives, 

the blind, and the downtrodden. All of that identifies Him as the person of the 

Messiah 

o But this is not enough. If Jesus is truly the Savior, then he better be able to save us 

from anything and everything! Jesus’ power met the requirements of our Savior. 

▪ He has power over all religious teachers 

▪ He has authority over all other religious teaching 

▪ He has power over disease 

▪ He has power over nature 

▪ He has power over demons 

• By His own words, Jesus shows His own understanding of His own identity as God the Son 

having absolute power and authority over everyone and everything. 
22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, 

insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. 

• Satan and the demons also knew Jesus’ identity 

• In Matt 4, when Jesus was tempted 3x, Jesus proved He could personally stand up to Satan 

and defeat him, but this was only part of Jesus’ mission. 

• Why did the Son of God come? 

1 John 3:8 

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil 

• What does that mean? 

o The Devil holds all sinners captive in the prisons of his kingdom 

▪ Jn 8:44 – The unregenerate are the children of Satan 

▪ Eph 2 – The unregenerate are under the power of the prince of the air 

▪ 2 Cor 4:4 – Satan, is the god of this world who has blinded the minds of the 

unbelievers 

▪ 1 Jn 5:19 – The whole world lies in the lap of the evil one 

o Ever since Gen 3, all unbelievers are in a deep bondage to Satan. At any point in their 

life, unbelievers are either: 

▪ Under strong demonic influence in every aspect of life 

▪ Demon possessed 

o The evil spirits knew why Jesus had come and who He was 

Luke 4:34, 41 
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34 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art 

thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God. 
41 And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son 

of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was 

Christ. 

o When Easter rolls around and the documentaries on TV are trying to find out who the 

“real” Jesus is…well even Satan and his angels know who he is. 

o During the life of Jesus and the apostles, we see an explosion of demonic activity. 

Aside from the angels leaving their “natural place” in the times before the flood, there 

is no mention of demon possession in the OT or in any of the NT epistles. We only 

see it here in the gospels and in Acts during the life of Jesus and His apostles. Of 

course, in Revelation there will be another explosion of demonic activity after the 

restrainer is removed but just before Jesus comes back again. 

o Even now it is extremely rare to hear any demon speak from within a person. Demons 

exert their dominion in and through people, and not explicitly through themselves. In 

Jesus’ time is wasn’t rare at all. The battle for souls was really on. 

o I believe Satan and the demons were scared out of their minds! They understood what 

it meant for Jesus to be offering His kingdom. They knew that if His Kingdom was 

accepted, that they would be bound up for 1000 yrs and afterwards thrown in the lake 

of fire prepared their eternal torment. 

o They remembered that Jesus was the Son of God who threw Satan and 1/3 of the 

angels out of Heaven to begin with. 

James 2:19 
19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 

tremble. 

o They understood who Jesus was and, in their panicked state, the demons were 

blowing their covert cover and manifesting themselves in ways the world had never 

really seen before or since Jesus’ time. 

• Jesus then had come into the kingdom of Satan to offer His own Kingdom 

Acts 26:18 
18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 

Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among 

them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

Col 1:13 
13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 

kingdom of his dear Son: 

o So it wasn’t enough that Jesus could deliver Himself from Satan, but that He can 

deliver others from Satan as well. 

▪ If Jesus is going to deliver people from spiritual blindness and oppression. 

▪ If Jesus is going to set the captives free 



94 

 

 

▪ If Jesus is going to destroy the lying ideologies, false religions and other 

fortifications of Satan’s kingdom 

▪ Then Jesus must be able to conquer the guardians of that kingdom 

▪ Jesus must have the power to shatter Satan and his demons 

• Jesus understood His identity and His mission. The demons understood Jesus’ identity and 

mission, and now, in the next verse, the people are also about to understand His identity as 

being the prophesied Savior and King. 
23 And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David? 

• To identify Jesus as the “Son of David” is to identify Him as the Messiah who saves and 

delivers. 

• Many Christians get worried about the power the demons could wield upon them. There are 

some that even think Christians can become possessed. 

• They lack a critical teaching about being saved. They focus on being justified, made new, 

made righteous, etc…, but they forget that they have been “delivered” – or redeemed! 

• Christians have been delivered out of Satan’s kingdom and into the Kingdom of Jesus our 

Messiah in accordance to Jesus plan of 1 John 3:8. 

o A man cannot serve 2 masters 

o This means we are not under the authority and control of Satan any more. We are 

under the power and authority of Jesus our King and shepherd, whose rod and staff 

comforts us. 

o We are indwelled by the Holy Spirit. 

THESIS STATEMENT BY THE PHARISEES ================================ 
24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, this fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 

Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 

• Beelzebub was the god of the Philistines. 

• It is referenced here as meaning the prince of devils…or Satan. 

• In this way they are linking Jesus with Satan and with the hated Philistines as well. 

 

JESUS RESPONSE WITH 3 ARGUMENTS FOLLOWED BY COUNTER-THESIS 

Jesus’ 3 arguments against the thesis statement by the Pharisees: 

• ARGUMENT #1: The Pharisaical claim renders the Kingdom of Satan as weak and 

ineffective. If this is the case, then there is no need for a saving Messiah. 
25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, every kingdom divided against itself is 

brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 
26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 

• ARGUMENT #2: Argumentum ex concenssis. This means, “I could say the same thing 

about you.” 
27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? Therefore they 

shall be your judges. 
28 But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 
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• “Your children” – The current disciples of the Pharisees 

• “Cast them out” 

o Jesus was not claiming that in fact, the disciples of all the Pharisees were casting out 

demons, rather he was just referring to one of the schools of the Pharisees who by 

certain roots, magical formulas, and a system of exorcism concerning “higher magic” 

would draw out the demons through the noses of the possessed. All of these, 

according to this sect, were supposedly derived from King Solomon. 

Josephus Ant. VIII. 2. 5. 45-49 

(45) God also enabled him to learn that skill which expels demons, which is a science useful 

and sanative to men. He composed such incantations also by which distempers are alleviated. 

And he left behind him the manner of using exorcisms, by which they drive away demons, so 

that they never return, (46) and this method of cure is of great force unto this day; for I have 

seen a certain man of my own country whose name was Eleazar, releasing people that were 

demoniacal in the presence of Vespasian, and his sons, and his captains, and the whole 

multitude of his soldiers. The manner of the cure was this: (47) He put a ring that had a root 

of one of those sorts mentioned by Solomon to the nostrils of the demoniac, after which he 

drew out the demon through his nostrils; and when the man fell down immediately, he 

abjured him to return into him no more, making still mention of Solomon, and reciting the 

incantations which he composed. (48) And when Eleazar would persuade and demonstrate to 

the spectators that he had such a power, he set a little way off a cup or basin full of water, 

and commanded the demon, as he went out of the man, to overturn it, and thereby to let the 

spectators know that he had left the man; (49) and when this was done, the skill and wisdom 

of Solomon was shown very manifestly; for which reason it is, that all men may know the 

vastness of Solomon’s abilities, and how he was beloved of God, and that the extraordinary 

virtues of every kind with which this king was endowed may not be unknown to any people 

under the sun; for this reason, I say, it is that we have proceeded to speak so largely of these 

matters. 

o Josephus’ account of Solomon was based on various Pseudepigraphal writings. These 

are books that the Jews have not allowed to be a part of the OT canon. 

o Josephus’ testimony concerning Eleazar is very similar to an account found in… 

Acts 19:13-20 
13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil 

spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches. 
14 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 
15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? 
16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed 

against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 
17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them 

all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 
18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. 
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19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together and burned them 

before all men: and they counted the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. 
20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. 

• ARGUMENT #3: Only one who is more powerful than Satan can be a Savior in order to 

deliver those from the kingdom of Satan unto the Kingdom of God. 
29 Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind 

the strong man? And then he will spoil his house. 

• “Strongman” = Satan 

• “House” = The kingdom of Satan 

• “Goods” = The treasures of Satan’s kingdom; that is the captives chained in his dungeons. 

• “One” = Jesus is claiming his identity as the “One” who is more powerful than Satan and all 

of his demons.  

o Jesus is the thief being referred to here that causes further acts of war against the 

kingdom of Satan. 

o Later, Jesus would say this: 

Matthew 24:42-44 

42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 

43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the 

thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to 

be broken up. 

44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man 

cometh. 

o An inspired John would write: 

Revelation 16:15 
15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, 

lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 

o Paul would also be moved by the Holy Spirit to write: 

1 Thess 5:1-11 

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 
2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 

night. 
3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon 

them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 
4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 
5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, 

nor of darkness. 
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 
7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the 

night. 
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8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; 

and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 
9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 
10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 
11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 

• After Jesus successfully argues against the Pharisee’s claims, He then makes counterclaims 

against them. 

JESUS’ COUNTER STATEMENTS ======================================== 
30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad. 

• We need to fully understand Jesus’ concise claim in the greater context of Matthew. 

• Jesus makes this counter-claim in the context concerning Jesus being in league with Satan. 

o “He that…” – The “he” then, can refer to Satan, demons, and all of Satan’s children. 

• “He that is not with me” - Jesus addresses the matter of the heart 1st (the greatest 

commandment is to love God) 

o In the context of Jesus mission and preaching, what does it mean to be with Him? 

▪ It means to completely rely upon a Savior/Messiah and not yourself (to have 

the repentant lifestyle of the beatitudes) 

▪ It means to be citizens of His kingdom 

▪ It means to have Jesus as your King or Lord or God 

o What does it mean then to “not be with Him”? 

▪ It means to not rely upon a Savior/Messiah; relying upon their own 

righteousness instead…to be SELF-righteous 

▪ It means to be citizens of the Kingdom of Satan 

▪ It means to have Satan as your king or lord or god 

o There are only 2 kingdoms: the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Satan. 

▪ There are no neutral territories. 

▪ A person cannot have dual citizenship (“a man cannot serve 2 masters…”) 

▪ A person only resides in one of the 2 kingdoms. 

• “He that gathers not with me” – Now Jesus addresses the actions that come from the heart 

(the 2nd greatest commandment is to love others) 

o Jesus is speaking in terms of harvesting…remember that this was during the time of 

the barley harvest 

o What does it mean to gather with Him? 

▪ It means to aid Jesus, the King, with His kingdom duties. 

▪ It means to aid in liberating people from the kingdom of Satan to the Kingdom 

of God. 

o What does it mean to “not gather” and to “scatter abroad”? 

▪ It means to drive people away from the Kingdom of God 
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▪ We need to make sure as citizens of the Kingdom of God that we do not 

perform the work of the enemy. What are we doing to build bridges for others 

to enter the kingdom of God? 

• Upon this counter-claim, two major events happen: 

o The rejection of the Kingdom that the Messiah is offering reaches a critical state 

o Jesus responds by pivoting His mission/preaching in what is called Jesus’ 3rd 

discourse to teaching His disciples while concealing the deeper Kingdom truths from 

those that are not “with Him.” 

▪ We see this clearly in Matt 13 where Jesus begins to speak in parables. 

▪ Why does Jesus speak in parables? 

Matthew 13:10-17 
10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in 

parables? 
11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the 

mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 
12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: 

but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 
13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing 

they hear not, neither do they understand. 
14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall 

hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 
15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 

their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and 

hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be 

converted, and I should heal them. 
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 
17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired 

to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things 

which ye hear, and have not heard them. 
31 Wherefore I say unto you, all manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the 

blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 

• This blasphemy parallels sins “with a high hand” (Num 15:30-31) as opposed to sins out of 

ignorance. 
32 And whosoever speaks a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever 

speaks against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the 

world to come. 

• See also Mark 3:22-30 and Luke 12:10 

• There is a whole array of interpretations to these 2 verses from the earliest of Church Fathers 

until now. Many of the interpretations are based on the current happenings in Christianity in 

their day. 
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• General View of the Sin: Many of the early Church Fathers had a general rather than specific 

view of the “unpardonable sin” 

o (c. 130-c. 200) Irenaeus and even earlier, the Didache, seems to claim that any 

heretical teaching concerning the Holy Spirit was blasphemous and thus 

unpardonable 

o (248 – 258) Both Cyprian and his opponent Novatian connected the sin with a denial 

of the Christian faith. Novatian even includes those who abandoned their faith during 

the severe persecutions under the Roman emperor, Decian. 

o (c. 185-c. 254) Origin and may after him insist that this sin can only be committed 

after baptism 

o Cyril of Jersusalem, Basil, Gregory of Nyssa, and Ambrose all hold to views that 

even saying things out of ignorance concerning the Holy Spirit made one guilty of the 

unpardonable sin 

• Specific View of the Sin: Other Church Fathers contended that the sin was something very 

specific according to the context where it was used: 

o (c. 347-407) John Chrysostom taught that the blasphemy against the Spirit occurred 

when the Jewish leaders claimed that Jesus cast out demons by the power of Satan. 

Thus, the sin could only occur during Jesus’ lifetime, and could not happen during 

Chrysostem’s day. 

o (c. 345-420) Jerome said the sin was specifically calling Jesus Beelzebub for His 

actions, even though these actions prove him to be God 

o (c. 296-373) Athanasius claimed the sin was not against the Holy Spirit at all, but in 

the context, the passage in Matthew was referring to the deity of Christ. Thus 

blaspheming the deity of Christ was unforgivable. 

o (354-430) Augustine said that since all sins are able to be forgiven by God, then this 

blasphemy is a special case in that it is an unwillingness to repent and be forgiven all 

the way up to the point of death. 

• Other interpretations come from the middle ages with Thomas Aquinas and Peter Lombard, 

and persist into the Reformation with Luther, Calvin and Arminius. Most of these are just 

variants of views similar to the ones expounded in the 1st 5 centuries of the church. 

• It is interesting to look back at our family history into their times and understand the various 

ways of perceiving this passage. We can’t stop there however, we ultimately must go to the 

final source of truth that is the Scriptures, in order to resolve our questions. 

• What was the sin exactly? Today there are  

o Denial of a Sin: Says that Jesus made a mistake since we know that all sins are 

forgivable 

o A Generalized Sin: This doesn’t look at the sin in the context of the biblical passage 

it is used in 
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o Rejection of Clear Truth: Usually held by the Reformed view. Says the sin is 

apostasy from those unbelievers who only professed to be believers. They use Heb 

6:4-6. 

o Labelling Good as Evil: This is the most popular view. One can better understand 

why this sin is unpardonable because the person is incapable of repentance in that he 

confuses good and evil. This is too broad of an interpretation to be accepted. After all, 

one could blaspheme Jesus which is calling good evil…but Jesus said that could be 

forgiven. 

o Rejection of the Convicting Work of the Spirit: The problem with this 

interpretation is that there is little linkage to the historical context of Jesus’ words. 

There is no reference in the Gospels that speak about the convicting work of the Holy 

Spirit. Jesus never accused anyone of resisting the Holy Spirit. 

o Rejection of Belief in Jesus Christ: This is very similar to the view above. It is 

rejection of the convicting of the Holy Spirit through the gospel message. 

o Attributing the Spirit’s Work to Satan: They believe the miracles performed by the 

spirit today regarding a believer’s new birth is also unpardonable. 

o Attributing the Miracles of Christ to Satan: Similar to the view above, and held by 

many dispensationalists, they believe this sin could only have been committed in 

Jesus’ lifetime.  

o Blaspheming the Miracle-Working Power of the HS: 

▪ It was blaspheming (extreme slander) the miracle working of the Spirit (Mk 

3:30; Mt 12:31). This was a tongue-sin (see verse 34) 

▪ The sin was not a 1x act as an impulsive remark or slip of the tongue 

▪ It was not a sin out of ignorance. The Pharisees were not well-intentioned or 

just having their facts mixed up. 

▪ The miracle working of the Spirit was an irrefutable sign of Jesus’ identity 

that was delivered with force, and the Pharisees took a conscious effort to 

deny it. 

▪ This explanation seems to uphold the context the best 

• Why is the sin unpardonable? 

o This is not a sin that neuters God’s ability to forgive. God is omnipotent and desires 

to forgive all men, if they repent and confess the Lord Jesus Christ. 

o All other sins are indeed pardonable. Those today who die in the unbelief are 

unpardoned, but they never committed any sin that was unpardonable. In other words, 

they had chance after chance throughout their life to repent and receive forgiveness. 

o Those that committed this specific sin, that Jesus refers to, no longer have any chance 

of seeing any other sign (they ask for another sign in vs. 38) by the Holy Spirit that 

will open their eyes to truth. 

o Stating the obvious: The one who commits it is unable to repent of their sin for the 

remainder of his life and will die in an unforgiven state. 
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o In other words, the one who committed the sin is unable to seek forgiveness, so 

therefore, the sin is unpardonable. 

▪ Remember there are none righteous and all sinners are in total depravity (Rom 

3:10-11) 

▪ Also remember that the Father draws men to Christ (Jn 6:44) 

▪ God chooses to allow the one who commits this specific sin to remain in his 

own depraved condition. In other words, God does not grant the grace 

necessary to repent. 

▪ So why this specific sin? 

• These Pharisees were willingly ignorant of the truth 

• In refuting the Pharisaical charges against Him, Jesus was showing 

how totally absurd those charges were that concluded that the miracle 

was from the power of Satan rather than the power of the HS 

• In other words, the one who commits this sin seeks to deny the 

undeniable miraculous power of the Holy Spirit. 

• Only unbelievers commit the sin (Jn 5:24; 6:37; 10:27-30) 

• The sin could only be committed during the lifetime of Jesus and His apostles (Acts 3:1-11; 

8:5-7; 9:32-42 and 19:11-12) 

 
33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit 

corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit. 
34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of 

the heart the mouth speaks. 
35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man 

out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. 
36 But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in 

the Day of Judgment. 
37 For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. 
38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign 

from thee. 

• Is there anything wrong with asking for a sign? (see John 20:24-30 concerning “Doubting 

Thomas”. Also see Gideon’s story in Judges 6-7). 

• They wanted an unambiguous sign that would specifically prove who his identity really was. 
39 But he answered and said unto them, an evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and 

there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 

• Mark 8:12 says there will be no sign. 
12 And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why doth this generation seek after a sign? 

verily I say unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this generation. 

o This means there will not be a specific sign that would point them into belief. 
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• Luke 16:31 They neither believed Moses and the prophets and would not even believe in the 

sign of the resurrection 
31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 

persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 
40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be 

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

• See Jonah 1:17 

• The sign Jesus has in mind here is the resurrection, but even the resurrection would be 

ambiguous to them. 

• The crucifixion was not the decisive sign of who he was…it was the resurrection! 

• It was the resurrection from death that vindicated his ministry and enabled His mission to go 

forward. 
41 The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because 

they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 

• The men of Nineveh, who were foreigners and hated enemies, repented without having 

witnessed the sign of Jonah’s death and resurrection 

• How much more then should these people repent after having seen all of Jesus’ miracles? 
42 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation and shall condemn it: 

for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the Wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a 

greater than Solomon is here. 

• “Queen of the South is Sheba, Queen from either Ethiopia or from a South Arabian location 

in modern day Yemen (1 Kgs 10:1-10; 2 Chron 9:1-12) 

• The conclusion is that the One who is here right now is greater than prophet and king (Jonah 

and Solomon). 

• In being able to forgive sins (Mt 9:2), Jesus is also greater than the Jewish priests. 

• He is the Eternal High Priest on the order of Michizadech; He is the greatest Prophet, and He 

is the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
43 When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and 

findeth none. 
44 Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is come, he 

findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. 
45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they 

enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be 

also unto this wicked generation. 

• This illustration of a possessed man is in direct context with the Pharisees asking for a sign. 

Not only did Jesus say he would not give a sign except for that of the resurrection, but He 

goes on to explain by way of illustration what would happen if he gave a decisive sign to 

satisfy their unbelief. 



103 

 

 

• If Jesus gave them the sign they were asking for, they may profess to believe, and seem to 

reform their ways, but because they were stubborn in their unbelief and wickedness, they 

would soon return to their original ways and become even worse. 

• Verse 43: “The unclean spirit” equates to the Pharisees’ (and the generation of vipers’) 

infidelity and wickedness. 

o They were at home in the man originally. 

o “Dry places” (unwatered, barren and desolate) When they left, they could not find 

any other place so comfortable as the dwelling they had just left. Note: the Jewish 

belief that evil spirits resided in desolate, uninhabited regions is shared by the 

Scriptures in Rev 18:2; Isa 13:21 (satyrs = demons); Jer 50:39. These areas do not 

satisfy the spirits since dwelling in men actually gives them better opportunities to do 

evil. 

• Verse 44: So the spirit decides to go back to his original dwelling in the man. 

o At this point, there is no spirit in the man and he was free from the influence of the 

evil spirit. 

o “Garnished” means furnished and put in order. In other words the man was sane and 

regular for the moment. 

• Verse 45: Seeing the lucid state of the man and dissatisfied with the dry places, the wicked 

spirit is resolved to indwell the man and increase his influence over the man. 

o “Seven other spirits” – Seven is the number of completeness or perfection. We do not 

know how many spirits this would actually be, but it is the number of other spirits 

needed to completely occupy the man and have total influence over him. 

o A decisive sign might be given to cure their unbelief for a time or to change them 

externally, but since infidelity and wickedness had their proper home in them, they 

would return and become far worse than before the sign was given. 

• This illustration literally took place in Israel. They were given sign after sign by the prophets, 

which they persecuted. They were given all of the miracles by Jesus which  
46 While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring 

to speak with him. 

• Luke 8:19 says Jesus’ family could not approach Him because of the crowds that were 

pressed in around Him 

• We know that Jesus had brothers and sisters. Mark 6:3 names the brothers as James, Joseph, 

Judah, and Simon. 

• At this point, even His brothers did not believe in Him (Jn 7:5) 

• This was happening at Capernaum probably near a synagogue 

• The setting was that Jesus and His disciples were hungry and were stopped from eating 

barley corn in the fields on the Sabbath. Now the crowds were pressed in upon Him again, so 

that he still could not eat of any bread (Mk 3:20). 
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• Some of his brethren didn’t believe that He was working miracles through the power of 

Satan, but they did think that because of His hunger and the strong stance he had just taken 

against His enemies, that Jesus must be beside Himself (Mk 3:21). 

• The news had spread that in the presence of all the people Jesus had broken with the 

pharisaical party. He had been condemned by His enemies whom Jesus had pronounced the 

most awful judgment against. How much longer could such a man possibly live? 

• In their own wisdom…the politicians around Capernaum would have thought Jesus may have 

been mad to risk such a conflict…and so be beside Himself. 

• The heartless crowds pressed in to see what was going to happen next, and we see Mary and 

Jesus’ brothers now arrive probably to respectfully take Him away and diffuse the situation. 
47 Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak 

with thee. 
48 But he answered and said unto him that told him, who is my mother? And who are my 

brethren? 

• Jesus was not being disrespectful of His mother. See Lk 2:51 and Jn 19:25-27 to see how 

Jesus was towards His mother 
49 And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, behold my mother and my 

brethren! 
50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and 

sister, and mother. 

• We must remember what the power of the gospel has even over the closest ties that mankind 

has…that of immediate family 

Matthew 10:17-22; 34-37 
17 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you 

in their synagogues; 
18 And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against 

them and the Gentiles. 
19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be 

given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 
20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. 
21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and the father the child: and the 

children shall rise up against their parents and cause them to be put to death. 
22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall 

be saved. 

… 
34 Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 
35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her 

mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 
36 And a man's foes shall be they of his own household. 
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37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 

• Jesus was at war with the kingdom of Satan. The gospel that Jesus and the disciples were 

preaching divided those that repented and became citizens of God’s kingdom from those that 

rejected the gospel and remained in the enemy kingdom of Satan. 

o Those who don’t do the will of the Father are not children of God 

Romans 8:7 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of 

God, neither indeed can be. 

o Do you remember why God the Son had come into the world? 

1 John 3:8 

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of 

the devil 

o The destruction of the strongholds of Satan results in the liberation of the slaves into 

the Kingdom of God, where we become children of God and heirs with Christ. 

Acts 26:18 
18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 

Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among 

them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 

Col 1:13 
13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 

kingdom of his dear Son. 

John 1:12 
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 

even to them that believe on his name: 
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 

but of God. 

Romans 8:16-17 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 

we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

• Jesus’ role as Messiah was to do the will of God. To liberate the slaves of Satan out of 

captivity and into the family of the Kingdom of God. 

• While Jesus was tender to His mother, even while on the cross, His priority was not His 

earthly family, but the family of God. 

• How unified are we as fellow brothers and sisters right here in this class today? 

• How strongly do we see each other as family members united in Christ with one Father? 

• Does our relationship with each other glorify Christ? 

John 13:34-35 
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34 A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that 

ye also love one another. 
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

• Did you know that we can’t even pray honestly to God, if we have ought against each other? 

Matthew 6:9-10 
9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
10 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

o “Thy will be done” means that God’s Law will rule this earth as it does even now in 

Heaven. 

o The very family of God must love one another (2nd greatest commandment) for this to 

happen 

• If anyone is having trouble with another brother of sister in this class, or in the church, leave 

your worship and Christian traditions and go and reconcile with him or her 

Matthew 5:23-24 
23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remember that thy brother hath ought 

against thee; 
24 Leave there thy gift before the altar and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 

then come and offer thy gift. 
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Matthew 13 

13 The same day went Jesus out of the house and sat by the seaside. 
2 And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and 

the whole multitude stood on the shore. 

• Jesus has gone to the Sea of Galilee and has assumed the sitting position of a teacher, this 

time in a boat, and is addressing the multitudes standing on the shore. 

• Imagine what this would have looked like. The sea must have been extremely tranquil at the 

sound of Jesus teaching truth. 

• Jesus is about to speak in 8 parables in this chapter alone. There are many more to come as 

well 

• Parable (Grk: parabole). 

o bole = “to cast” 

o The suffix “para” = “to come along side of” 

• In His parables, Jesus casts out natural objects to illustrate, or come along side of, a kingdom 

truth. 

• Jesus interprets 3 of them and in others he does not; yet His disciples acknowledge that they 

have understanding of those unexplained parables. This will be the key for our own 

understanding. 

• Jesus will also give the reason that he is speaking in parables 

PARABLE #1: THE SOWER 
3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 
4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside, and the fowls came and devoured them 

up: 
5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, 

because they had no deepness of earth: 
6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered 

away. 
7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 
8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some a hundredfold, some sixtyfold, 

some thirtyfold. 
9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

• This is an invitation for those who believe in the Messiah to come learn the deeper kingdom 

truths and respond with one’s whole being (see Matt 7:24, 26) 

• There is no reason for us to figure out an interpretation for this parable as Jesus has done it 

for us already (see v. 18-23) 
10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, why speak thou unto them in parables? 
11 He answered and said unto them, because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 

• “Mysteries” – These “mystery” kingdom truths are now being revealed to those who believe, 

but the parables also conceal the mysteries of the kingdom (the deeper truths) to those who 

do not believe. 

• Those that do not believe need the gospel truth 1st, before they are ready for the meat of the 

deeper kingdom truths. 
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• The definition of “mystery” in modern English means something that is unknown. This is not 

the case of the mystery Jesus is teaching about. It is known to all believers. 

• Characteristics of the Mystery: 

o Matt 13:35 - That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will 

open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the 

foundation of the world. 

o Rom 16:25-26 - Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, 

and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which 

was kept secret since the world began, 26 But now is made manifest, and by the 

scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 

made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: 

o 1 Cor 2:7 - But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, 

which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 

o Eph 3:4-5 - Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery 

of Christ) 5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is 

now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 

o Eph 3:9 - And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from 

the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus 

Christ: 

o Col 1:26 - Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but 

now is made manifest to his saints: 

• This kingdom mystery is often referred to as Christendom (not Christianity), and it possesses 

both good and bad as we shall see. Note: All of Christendom is not the true church. 

o The bad is Satan’s counter-mystery described in Revelation as the Mystery Babylon. 

o This mystery is false doctrine and false religion. This counter-mystery in the 

Kingdom Parables is designated using the symbols of birds. 

o Rev 18:1-3 - And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, 

having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2 And he cried 

mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is 

become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every 

unclean and hateful bird. 3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the 

merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 
12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever 

hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 
13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, 

neither do they understand. 
14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which says, by hearing ye shall hear, and shall 

not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 
15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they 

have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should 

understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

• Jesus is quoting Isaiah 6:9-10 

• Remember that Jesus gives the parables on the same day (13:1) just after condemning the 

religious leaders (12:24-32) and the current generation of Jews (12:34-50). 
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• Jesus says here that it is in response to the rejection of Him, as the King offering the 

kingdom, that he now gives the parables of the mystery kingdom. 
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 

• “Blessed” – Oh how happy!! 
17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those 

things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have 

not heard them. 

• These things that have not been “seen” or “heard” by the OT prophets and righteous men 

were a mystery to them. 

• Yet most of what we know concerning the Messianic Kingdom, or the literal, earthly, 

Davidic kingdom was prophesied in the OT. 

o So why is there a mystery? 

▪ The people rejected the King and therefore rejected the earthly kingdom. 

Therefore Jesus delays the time of the earthly kingdom until after the finishing 

the events of the mystery kingdom. 

o And when does it take place?  

EXPLANATION #1: THE SOWER 
18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 
19 When any one hears the word of the kingdom, and understands it not, then cometh the wicked 

one, and catches away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the 

way side. 

• Symbols 

o Kingdom = This is the earthly Davidic Kingdom promised throughout the OT 

o Seeds = The “Word of the Kingdom” or the gospel of the Kingdom gained only by 

repentance 

o Soil = the heart 

o Wayside = A type of soil; that is a heart of no understanding…hard packed earth 

where the seed never takes root. The seed is rejected. 

o Fowls = “The wicked one” or Satan 
20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that hears the word, and anon 

with joy receives it; 
21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but endures for a while: for when tribulation or persecution 

arises because of the word, by and by he is offended. 

• Stony Places = Another type of soil; that is a heart that joyfully receives the gospel of the 

Kingdom, but has shallow roots 

• This is like the scribe mentioned in Matt 8:19-20 

o The scribe was willing to leave everything he dedicated his life to because it was dead 

o Jesus replies that being His disciple is not about popularity, miracles, and all the 

excitement. 

o While the scribe understood his traditions were dead, he would also not accept the 

tribulations that come with a kingdom lifestyle of repentance. 
22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that hears the word; and the care of this 

world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 

• Soil among the thorns = The 3rd type of soil, where again, the gospel message takes root, but 

the cares of this world choke it out so that there is no true repentance 
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• This is like the so-called disciple mentioned in Matt 8:21-22 

o This man was wanting to go home and sit in comfort until his father passed away at 

some far distant point, collect his inheritance, and then become a disciple. 

o Jesus replied to let the spiritually dead wait around to bury their dead. 

o One cannot serve both God and mammon (Matt 6:24). 
23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that hears the word, and understands it; 

which also bears fruit, and brings forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

• Good Ground = The 4th soil; that is a repenting heart that accepts the kingdom message and is 

therefore given understanding (Matt 13:16) and produces fruit (Matt 7:15-20) 

• All who enter the Kingdom will bear fruit in differing amounts that will someday be 

rewarded (Matthew 25:14-30) 

• Not all who claim Jesus as Lord will enter into the Kingdom…only those who by repentance 

obey the will of the Father (Matt 7:21) 

PARABLE #2: THE WHEAT AND THE TARES 

• VERY IMPORTANT!!! The parable of the weeds encapsulates the parables of the mustard 

seed and the leaven. In other words, all 3 of these parables have a similar meaning 

concerning the mystery kingdom. While the parable of the wheat and tares is given here, it is 

not until after the parable of the leaven that Jesus interprets it…yet the encapsulated parables 

are not given an interpretation because they share in the interpretation Jesus gave of the 

wheat and tares. 
24 Another parable He put forth unto them, saying, the kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 

which sowed good seed in his field: 
25 But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 
26 But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. 
27 So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed 

in thy field? From whence then hath it tears? 
28 He said unto them, an enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that 

we go and gather them up? 
29 But he said, nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. 
30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 

Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 

into my barn. 

• See vs 37-43 for Jesus’ interpretation 

• The parable of the wheat and tares is the baseline for understanding the next 2 parables of the 

mustard seed and the leaven. 

• The 3 parables all share something that is out of place (the tares, the unnatural growth of the 

mustard as well as the birds, and the leaven) 

• The disciples are the 1st in the history of the world to hear these mystery kingdom truths. 

They would have been very concerned to hear about all of the things that are so out of place, 

when they were looking forward to the idyllic Davidic kingdom. 

PARABLE #3: THE MUSTARD SEED 
31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, the kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of 

mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: 
32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. 
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• Mustard (Grk: sinapis): Most scholars agree that this plant would most likely be the black 

mustard plant (Ltn: sinapis nigra). 

o This herb is an annual and has amazing growth for its short life. Far more than any 

other herb. 

o Mustard germinates very quickly. The seed can be planted and already growing the 

next day. 

o The seed is about 1/8” in size, and this large mustard herb can grow more than 3’ and 

in good conditions can grow as high as 10’. 

o The thin stem can become woody as it gains in height (much as basil does). 

o It is sown in fields unlike the large wild Arab shrub, salvadora persica, which does 

not bear the sinapis reference. 

▪ Salvador persica is unlike all the other mustard varieties 

▪ It is never cultivated 

▪ It is only found in deserts 

▪ The fruits are large…not like the small mustard seeds 

o Birds of the air lodging in the branches 

▪ Jesus already identified the symbolism of the birds as pertaining to Satan and 

his angels 

▪ “Lodge” (Grk: kataskenoo) – To make a nest (see Matt 8:20) 

• TDNT: Skenoo = dwelling, while kata makes skenoo more precise to 

be a permanent dwelling 

• Louw-Nida: To make a nest 

• EDNT: Caused to nest 

• BDAG: To take up an abode…to live and settle 

• Little Kittle: To set up a dwelling 

▪ Yet the mustard plant is not suitable for birds to make nests in. 

• One botanist has said of the black mustard that while birds may land 

on its stem temporarily, it is not structurally suitable for birds to build 

their nests in it. 

• The growth of this particular mustard seed expanded greatly (as is 

normally the case), but then it outdid itself to a fault. It grew into an 

unnatural monstrosity that allowed the birds to come nest among it. 

• Just as the tares did not belong among the wheat, neither did the birds 

belong to live in the mustard plant. 

▪ Notice that the birds don’t make their nests until after the unnatural growth 

occurs, and this unnatural growth is due to: 

• Church Leadership: False teaching and doctrine and not keeping the 

church or the bride of Christ as holy 

• Unity with the world (social gospel): Unity w/ governments, unity 

with philosophy (worldly wisdom), unity with the desires of the people 

(seeker friendly). 

▪ The Result: Satan feels comfortably at home in these supposed churches.  

PARABLE #4: LEAVEN 
33 Another parable spake he unto them; the kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a 

woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

• Symbols 
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o Leaven = Sin that influences the church  

o Meal = The church 

o Woman = The symbol of religious authority 

• Leaven…good or bad? (this determines the interpretation of the parable) 

o Both sides agree that leaven is an influential agent in the meal 

o Leaven as the influential gospel (good): 

▪ Leaven is seen as the gospel message while the meal is the world and the 

woman is the church 

▪ This result is that the church will spread the gospel until the whole world is 

redeemed. 

▪ This post-millenial (or amillenial) view sees the church, rather than Christ, as 

redeeming the world and does not square with Scripture telling about the 

falling away of the church in the end times: 

• 1 Tim 

• Titus 

• 1 Peter 

▪ This interpretation fails to account for: 

• The context within the wheat and tares parable 

• The context of the 3 measures 

• The context of leaven in the rest of Jesus’ teachings as well as the rest 

of the NT. 

• The act of hiding the leaven into the meal. Yet the gospel is not snuck 

into the world rather it is openly proclaimed in every sense. 

• The greater context of premillennial teaching of Scripture…which was 

the view of the church until the 3rd century. 

o Leaven as influential sin: False teachings and false doctrine that destroys the holy 

fellowship in the body of Christ (bad): 

▪ Leaven is seen as influential sin while the meal is the church, and the woman 

represents church authority: 

▪ Except for 1 place, leaven always represents sin in the Scriptures: 

• Passover meal was to have no leaven 

• Meal offering was to have no leaven 

• Every time 3 measures of meal was used in the Bible, it was always 

unleavened (Note: 3 measures = 3 seahs = 1 ephah = 80 Lbs): 

o Sarah (Gen 18:6) 

o Gideon (Jdgs 6:19) 

o Hannah (1 Sam 1:24) 

• Paul uses “leaven” jest as Jesus did and represents it as influential sin 

(1 Cor 5:6; Gal 5:9) 

Seah: 

http://m.convert-me.com/en/convert/history_volume/bibseah.html 

Epha: 

http://m.convert-me.com/en/convert/history_volume/bibephah.html 

 

• Meal 

o The meal represents the fellowship of the church (1 Cor 5:6-8) 

http://m.convert-me.com/en/convert/history_volume/bibseah.html
http://m.convert-me.com/en/convert/history_volume/bibephah.html
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6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 

7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are 

unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep 

the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

o The bread stands for honesty, sincerity and truth. In the context here, it is a 

recognition of one another. It is a fellowship of transparent lives. Anything that ruins 

this fellowship is leaven. 

o In the Bible, bread symbolizes the fellowship of life with God and his people 

▪ Passover meal (Exodus 12) 

• The people celebrated their salvation in the blood of the lamb on the 

doorpost, but they also celebrated their life in the unleavened bread. 

• Remember that it was the blood of the sacrificed lamb on the doorpost 

that saved or made atonement with God…that allowed God to 

Passover the household 

• It was the unleavened bread however that brought together the people 

into a fellowship of peace and security. 

▪ Jesus is the bread of life…the center of true fellowship (Jn 6:30-69) 

▪ Communion binds the many into one unified body and unifies this heritage 

between old and new generations 

Acts 2:42 

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 

breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

• Leaven corrupts the fellowship of life 

o Leaven is used in 5 ways in the NT: 

▪ Jesus 

• Leaven of the Pharisees (Matt 16:6, 11; Mk 8:15): Hypocrisy 

• Leaven of the Sadducees (Matt 16:6-12): Rationalism. Only what one 

can experience through their senses. 

• Leaven of the Herodians (Mk 8:14-21): Materialism 

▪ Paul 

• Leaven of immorality (1 Cor 5:6-8) 

• Leaven of legalism (Gal 5:9, 12-15) 

o In most churches today, we have taken away koinonia (the fellowship of the body of 

Christ), but have held onto kerygma (the preaching and proclamation). We want to 

convince everyone of the intellectual truth. So, the world hears great words, but when 

they visit the church, they don’t see the love, fellowship, warmth and forgiveness. 

 
34 All these things spoke Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spoke he not 

unto them: 
35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in 

parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 

EXPLANATION #3: THE WHEAT AND THE TARES 
36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, 

saying, declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 
37 He answered and said unto them, He that sows the good seed is the Son of man; 
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38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the 

children of the wicked one; 
39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are 

the angels. 
40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so, shall it be in the end of this 

world. 
41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 

that offend, and them which do iniquity; 
42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 

hear, let him hear 

• Symbols 

o Man = Jesus (the “Son of man”) 

o Field = The world 

o Good seed = Children of the kingdom 

o Tares = Children of Satan (“wicked one”) 

o Enemy = The devil 

o Harvest = End of the world 

o Reapers = The angels 

• Meaning: 

o True sowing will be imitated by false counter-sowing. This is the mystery of the 

kingdom vs the mystery of Satan 

o Both mysteries will develop side by side 

o The judgment at the end of the mystery kingdom will separate the two plants. 

▪ The wheat will be brought into the Messianic Kingdom 

▪ The tares will be excluded from entering into the Messianic Kingdom (see the 

Judgment of sheep and Goats in Matt. 25:31-46). 

Matthew 25:31-46 
31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 

upon the throne of his glory: 
32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a 

shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 
33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 

 

PARABLE #5: THE HIDDEN TREASURE 
44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath 

found, he hides, and for joy thereof goes and sells all that he hath, and buys that field. 

• The 1st 4 parables were given to the unbelieving crowd on the shores of the Galilee. They 

concern things that are easily seen throughout history 

• These last 3 parables were only given to His followers, and include things that are not as 

easily noticed throughout history. 

• The parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl of great price is known as twin parables 

because of their similarity. 

• Just like the other parables, there is a man and there is a field. 

• In being consistent with the parables before, the man is Jesus himself. 

• The field is the world. 
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• Jesus found a treasure hidden in humanity that was lost in the world, be He uncovered it. 

• But he then covered it back up and went and gave all that He had and bought the whole field 

of humanity. 

• This treasure is Israel. 

• During the time of David and Solomon, Israel was showing the world how glorious it was to 

belong to God. Her empire prospered. Silver was so plentiful it was thrown out onto the 

streets. Kings and Queens came from all over the world just to see it and hear the wisdom 

about the God that was blessing Israel. 

• But by the time when Jesus came, Israel had been a lost treasure in the world for over 400 

yrs. It was tiny, obscure. They had been subjected to the Greek empire, the Ptolemies, the 

Seleucids, and finally the Romans, and during all that time they had no voice of God in their 

midst, no prophet to guide them. 

• When Jesus found this treasure that is Israel, he uncovered it, and revealed for a short time, 

the glory that was Israel. He gave the world a taste of what Israel could be through his 

teachings, his miracles over man and nature, and his authority to cast out demons and forgive 

sins. 

• When Israel rejected Him, He buried the treasure. And eventually went to the cross to buy 

the rights of the world instead, so that he may one day redeem the world and uncover this 

treasure that is Israel. 

o Jesus will redeem the world again as laid out in Rev 5 when he alone is worthy to 

receive and break open the seals of the scroll, which is the title deed to the earth. 

o Once all of the seals have been opened and all of the judgments have poured forth, 

Israel, at the point of extermination, will cry out for Jesus as their Messiah. 

o Jesus, as their messiah, will come immediately to save them and establish His 1000 yr 

kingdom with his throne on the temple mount, and Israel as his priests.  

o Jesus will claim the land and bring forth the treasure again! 

• Even through rejection and failure Israel will still be an example to the world. 

PARABLE #6: THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE 
45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: 
46 Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

• This parable is considered the “twin” parable of the hidden treasure, but it is not an identical 

twin. There are some differences: 

o In the “hidden treasure”, the initial state of the treasure is unknown because it was 

hidden. In the “pearl”, the pearl is found and of great value and ready to be sold to a 

merchant. 

o In the “hidden treasure”, once the treasure is found, it is reburied, and the entire land 

that contains it is purchased. In the “pearl”, the pearl is bought directly with no 

mention of a field. 

o The “hidden treasure” refers to some kind of money or jewels; whereas the pearls 

come from a living organism that is considered as unclean. 

o The hidden treasure is finally unearthed once the land is redeemed; whereas the pearl 

grows and matures through the transformation of great pain and injury into something 

beautiful which is no longer a source of irritation. 

o The “hidden treasure” is a symbol of Israel; whereas the “pearl” is a symbol of the 

church. 
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• Jesus’ plan was to universally reach the world through a particular people of Israel (the 

God’s covenant with Abraham). 

o God saw all of the misery mankind was in since the fall of Adam. Look at all the 

wickedness, evil and destruction that mankind must live through. So many pains and 

sorrows that surround our lives. 

o But Jesus came down as a merchant and gave all that He had to buy this jewel from 

all the nations (Jn 3:16). With his death and resurrection, He no clothes us with his 

beauty of righteousness just like the irritant of an oyster is clothed layer by layer and 

transformed from a painful situation into something the merchant desires. 

• Whereas the Israel, as the treasure, remains buried for now during this present age. The pearl 

is already redeemed and is his and is awaiting only to be in Heaven with our Lord. 

• In both parables 

o Jesus gave everything he had (Eph 5 25b, 27; Phil 2:7; Isaiah 53:12) 

o Jesus gave up his glorious estate emptying himself into the form of man, was rejected, 

crucified (not as a victim), but rose again. So that he may purchase us all. 

o What was the price he paid? 

PARABLE #7: THE DRAG NET 
47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of 

every kind: 
48 Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, 

but cast the bad away. 

EXPLANATION #7: THE NET 
49 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from 

among the just, 
50 And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

• This parable is very similar to the parable of the wheat and tares. Jesus also explains both of 

these parables. 

o In this chapter, Jesus is giving various truths about the mystery kingdom He was now 

offering as he pauses the coming of the millennial kingdom until a future time. 

o Each truth He gives in this chapter builds on the one previous to it, and therefore 

requires a different parable to represent it. 

▪ There are those that believe that the parable of the wheat and tares and the 

dragnet are just different ways of representing the same truth. 

▪ They also hold that the parables of the mustard seed and the leaven are also 

just 2 different ways of saying the same thing 

▪ And they also hold that the parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl of 

great price also share the same meaning. 

o Yet none of Jesus’ parables here are exactly the same. This is because each parable in 

this chapter reveals a different truth about the mystery kingdom in which we now 

live. 

• In the parable of the wheat and weeds, Jesus sows the wheat, while in an effort to corrupt the 

crop, Satan sows weeds among the wheat. 

• How the crop becomes corrupted is further explained in the parables of the mustard seed and 

the leaven. 

• We then see our hope in God’s solution in the hidden treasure to one day redeem Israel, 

while right now redeeming the world through the church as a pearl of great price. 
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• It is only after the growth of the weeds that the angels notice them. 

• In the parable of the dragnet, it is further revealed that it is the net that catches them that 

allows them to be revealed for what they are…either good or bad. 

• What is this net then but the gospel of Jesus Christ? It is the gospel that forces individuals out 

into the open where people manifest who they really are…either good or bad…righteous or 

evil. 

• How does this moment of being revealed happen? 

Acts 17:30-31 
30 And the times of this ignorance (foolish worshipping after false ideas) God winked at (God 

overlooked because he does not condemn people for ignorance); but now commands all men 

everywhere to repent: 
31 Because he hath appointed a day, in which he will judge the world in righteousness by that 

man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 

raised him from the dead. 

o Paul is not saying there was a moment in history where beforehand mankind was 

allowed to live in ignorance but from that point going forward all have to believe. 

o Rather he is referring to a point in the experience of each individual. We are all born 

into ignorance. We all grow up believing in false gods, wrong ideals, etc. 

o But when you hear the gospel. When you hear the reality that Jesus Christ died for us 

and was resurrected and it strikes you with understanding. You are at a crisis point. 

o From that point on you will be different. The gospel will drive you one way or the 

other. 

▪ You will either accept the gospel and be transformed and grow and bear fruit 

▪ Or  

• Angels sifting out good and bad…judgment hell. 

Psalms 139:23-24 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 
24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 

 

PARABLE #8: THE SCRIBE 
51 Jesus said unto them, have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. 

• Jesus wanted to make sure the disciples had understanding of the parables he had just given 

them. They had not yet understood all the details of the parables though. 

• For example, at this time, while they may have understood that the man in v. 44 gave 

everything he had to buy the field, and the merchant man in v. 46 sold everything he had to 

buy the pearl. They may not have understood exactly what this cost was…Jesus’ very life. 

They also may not have understood how the death and resurrection of Jesus enables the 

purchasing of the field. They would come to this knowledge shorty, however. We know this 

because it is under the apostolic authority that the whole of the NT was written. With the 

fullness of the Canon, we can now understand these parables more fully as they are written. 

• What identity did Jesus refer to himself as most often? Answer: Son of Man 

Luke 22:66-71 
66 And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the chief priests and the scribes came 

together, and led him into their council, saying, 
67 Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe: 
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68 And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go. 
69 Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God. 
70 Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he said unto them, Ye say that I am. 
71 And they said, what need we any further witness? for we ourselves have heard of his own 

mouth. 

• His accusers are not puzzled by the expression, “Son of Man.” They know exactly what it 

means. 

• Where does this expression, “Son of Man” come from? Answer: Daniel 550 yrs before Christ 

Daniel 7:9-14 
9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was 

white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, 

and his wheels as burning fire. 10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: 

thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: 

the judgment was set, and the books were opened. 11 I beheld then because of the voice of the 

great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, 

and given to the burning flame. 12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion 

taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. 13 I saw in the night visions, 

and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 

days, and they brought him near before him. 14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, 

and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be 

destroyed. 

• Without any belief, it would seem like a joke that this peasant son of a carpenter, on trial in 

Luke’s passage, could be the “Son of man” or King referred to in Dan 7. 

• So what enables Jesus to be worthy to have dominion and glory? Answer: The atonement. 

o Jesus became the 2nd Adam (1 Cor 15:45-47) to be one of us, making him eligible to 

become mankind’s redeemer. 

o As fully man and fully God, Jesus was able to become the final and eternal atonement 

for mankind 

▪ Through his sacrifice Jesus paid the redemption price for the whole world. 

▪ With His resurrection, he becomes the entitled kinsman redeemer to the 

world. 

▪ The world, which is now in the dominion of Satan, will have to return to the 

ownership of the kinsman redeemer in that great year of Jubilee. We see this 

in Rev 5, as Jesus is the only one worthy to take and open the scroll…that is 

the title deed to the world. 

o Whereas the 1st Adam fell and his offspring inherits sin and death, with Jesus’ 

resurrection as the 2nd Adam, all of his children experience eternal life. 
52 Then said he unto them, therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven 

is like unto a man that is a householder, which brings forth out of his treasure things new and 

old. 
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• Jesus is telling his disciples that because they understand the truths he has given them 

concerning the kingdom of heaven, then they have a duty to deliver these truths to others. 

• Treasure = Store room…or out of their knowledge 

• “New things” = Knowledge of Jesus, the mystery Kingdom, the New Covenant 

• “Old Things” = Knowledge of the Old Covenant 

“The NT is in the OT concealed and the OT is in the NT revealed.” 

• Jesus refers to his disciples as scribes. What is a scribe? 

• Later, Jesus refers to His disciples as scribes: 

Matthew 23:34 – Passage of “Woes” to the Pharisees 
34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye 

shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them 

from city to city: 

Matthew 28:19 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
53 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed thence. 
54 And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, insomuch 

that they were astonished, and said, whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works? 
55 Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And his brethren, James, and 

Joses, and Simon, and Judas? 
56 And his sisters, are they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things? 
57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, a prophet is not without honor, save 

in his own country, and in his own house. 
58 And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief. 

  



120 

 

 

Matthew 14 

14 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, 

• Herod the Tetrarch, or Herod Antipas, was the son of Herod the Great, who had killed all of 

the babies 2 years and younger in Bethlehem (Matt 2:16). 
2 And said unto his servants, this is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore 

mighty works do shew forth themselves in him. 

• According to Mark 6:15-16, before Herod made this claim, others in his court were thinking 

Jesus to be Elijah or some other prophet. Then Herod says, “It is John whom I beheaded: he 

is risen from the dead.” 

• Herod’s conscience was getting to him. 
3 For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his 

brother Philip's wife. 

• Herodias left her husband, Herod Philip, to be the mistress of Philip’s ½ brother, Herod 

Antipas 
4 For John said unto him, it is not lawful for thee to have her. 

• What really was this rebuke of Herod all about? 

• The Law being violated was the Torah 

Leviticus 18:16; 20:21 
16 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother's wife: it is thy brother's nakedness. 
21 And if a man shall take his brother's wife, it is an unclean thing: he hath uncovered his 

brother's nakedness; they shall be childless. 

• The course of punishment for breaking this law is two-fold: 

o FIRST PUNISHMENT: There is an appeal to the conscience of the man regarding 

His relationship to YHWH 

Lev 18:29 
29 For whosoever shall commit any of these abominations, even the souls (eg. the 

person) that commit them shall be cut off from among their people. 

▪ This removed the outlaw from being a member of the Covenant with YHWH 

▪ This also meant that the outcast person will have to bear their own iniquity. 

▪ Application follows: 

• Think about what it is like to not be under a Covenant relationship 

with God and have to carry the burden of our own iniquity? What was 

it like when our burdens were lifted off of us? Testimonies? 

• Listen to each other’s testimonies. This is the fellowship of life in the 

BREAD (body) of Jesus Christ…This is what we call the Eucharist. It 

is both a lifestyle and a commemoration. What does Eucharist even 

mean? 

• Did you know that the eucharist was the mission of Jesus and the 

entire point of Paul’s ministry? 

2 Corinthians 4:15 
15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 

through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

• “All things” = All of Paul’s suffering, his preaching, his labor. 

• Grace = Grk: Charis 
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• Thanksgiving (Gratitude) = Grk: Eucharist 

o In the Greek, eucharist is derived from its root word, charis 

o In the English, gratitude is derived from its root word grace 

o In other words, gratitude cannot exist unless grace is extended 

first. This is why we say “thank you” to other people… 

because they have extended grace to us first. 

o True gratitude cannot be summoned by our will. It is an 

emotion that can come only from the heart (cf. child w/ a good 

gift and a bad gift). 

o Gratitude increases the more it is undeserved. 

o So, gratitude (Grk. Eucharist) flourishes as undeserved 

kindness is given…or as grace (Grk: charis) increases. 

• So, the point of Paul’s ministry is that grace extends to more and more 

people, it increases thanksgiving (or gratitude) ...and this thanksgiving 

glorifies God. 

• BUT IT DOESN’T STOP THERE!!! There is yet another word in this 

Greek word family: 

o Grace = Charis 

o Gratefulness = Eucharis 

o Joy = Charas 

• As grace is extended, it causes us to be thankful. This glorifies the 

Father, and he extends to us his joy…or our power of living in this 

fallen world. 

Nehemiah 8:10 
10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the 

sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for 

this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the 

Lord is your strength. 

Romans 14:17 
17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, 

and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

▪ We need to be reminded sometimes to be thankful for the covenant fellowship 

we have with each other in Jesus. 

▪ Application Ended! 

o SECOND PUNISHMENT: The required penalties required by the state would be 

carried out. This action represented the conscience of the nation of Israel. 

Lev 20:10 
10 And the man that commits adultery with another man's wife, even he that commits 

adultery with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put 

to death. 

• This was no “light” accusation against Herod Antipas. There was leaven in the dough that 

needed to be brought to light and removed. 

o Sin always likes to stay concealed whether by being committed secretly or openly 

with the surrounding audience looking the other way. 

o Like leaven, sin likes to stay concealed until the whole batch of dough becomes 

leavened. 
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▪ The sinner has the responsibility to inspect himself by measuring himself up 

against the rule of God’s Word and confess his sin to God – bringing the sin to 

light. 

▪ All of us have the responsibility to encourage each other unto love and good 

deeds. 

Heb 10:23-25 
23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is 

faithful that promised;) 
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 

is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching. 

▪ By what counsel are we to do this? 

2 Tim 3:16-17 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 

works. 
5 And when he would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him 

as a prophet. 

• John’s rebuke was very strong, and John had multitudes of people following him and 

hanging onto his words. Yet he risked his own life to rebuke a king, even though this king 

feared John (Mark 6:19-20). 

• After John’s strong rebuke of Herod, Herod could respond in 1 of 2 ways: he could repent to 

God or he could choose to directly challenge God with his actions. He chose the latter, 

desiring to kill John.  
6 But when Herod's birthday was kept, the daughter of Herodias danced before them, and pleased 

Herod. 
7 Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her whatsoever she would ask. 
8 And she, being before instructed of her mother, said, Give me here John Baptist's head in a 

charger. 
9 And the king was sorry: nevertheless, for the oath's sake, and them which sat with him at meat, 

he commanded it to be given her. 

• Herod was conflicted! He was doing what he wanted, but things were not turning out how he 

wanted. In the end, he was only sorry because of what the multitudes on both sides would 

think of him (see v. 5), rather than repenting to God and obeying Him. 
10 And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison. 
11 And his head was brought in a charger, and given to the damsel: and she brought it to her 

mother. 
12 And his disciples came, and took up the body, and buried it, and went and told Jesus. 
13 When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship into a desert place apart: and when the 

people had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the cities. 

• Luke records this place as being in Bethsaida 
14 And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multitude, and was moved with compassion toward 

them, and he healed their sick. 
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• A “place apart” means to be alone. The news of John’s death moved Jesus to seek a place of 

solitude. John was his forerunner, and they had shared the same ministry together. Jesus had 

considered John to be the greatest man born of a woman (Mt 11:11). 

• Yet even during this time of rejection by his own people, the death of John, no place to lay 

his head (Mt 8:20), or to even be alone with God, Jesus does not turn away from those that 

would follow, but instead continues to minister unto them. 

• Jesus was sold out completely on giving himself for the people 

======================= 
15 And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying, this is a desert place, and the time 

is now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy themselves 

victuals. 
16 But Jesus said unto them, they need not depart; give ye them to eat. 
17 And they say unto him, we have here but five loaves, and two fishes. 
18 He said, bring them hither to me. 
19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the 

two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, 

and the disciples to the multitude. 

• Jesus prayed with his eyes opened looking to God. He did this elsewhere in key moments: 

o When healing the deaf man in Mk 7:34 

o Upon raising Lazarus from the dead in Jn 11:41 

o At the beginning of the Lord’s prayer in Jn 17:1, just before entering the Garden of 

Gethsemane. 

• The common Jewish blessing came from Psalm 119:12, “Barukh attah, Adonai” or “Praised 

be you, Adonai.” 
20 And they did all eat and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that remained twelve 

baskets full. 
21 And they that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women and children. 

• Aside from the resurrection, this is the only other miracle recorded in all 4 gospels. 

• It is actually misleading to say that Jesus fed 5000. 5000 were men, but it is estimated that 

there may have been upwards to 10,000-15,000 people that were fed in this remote place. 

• John 6:11 says that Jesus provided as much as they wanted. 

• Philip is recorded in John 6:7 that a whole year’s wage would only be enough to buy enough 

bread for everyone to take a small bite. 

• All they had was a boy’s small lunch, and yet Jesus sent the people away filled and satisfied. 

• Jesus showed that our primary concern is all about ministering to others even when we are 

tired and worn out. He also shows that all we have to do is bring him the smallest gifts that 

we have and he can make them great in blessing many. 

 
22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto 

the other side, while he sent the multitudes away. 
23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and 

when the evening was come, he was there alone. 
24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. 
25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. 
26 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, it is a spirit; 

and they cried out for fear. 



124 

 

 

27 But straightway Jesus spoke unto them, saying, be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 
28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 
29 And he said, come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to 

go to Jesus. 
30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, 

Lord, save me. 
31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of 

little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 
32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. 
33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, of a truth thou art the 

Son of God. 
34 And when they were gone over, they came into the land of Gennesaret. 
35 And when the men of that place had knowledge of him, they sent out into all that country 

round about, and brought unto him all that were diseased; 
36 And besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment: and as many as touched 

were made perfectly whole. 

• The hem of a Jewish man’s garment was to have fringes that was to remind them that God 

had removed them from Egypt unto the promised land and that they were to be an obedient, 

holy and separated people unto God. It was the holiest part of the man’s clothing. 

Numbers 15:37-41 
37 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 
38 Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders 

of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the 

borders a ribbon of blue: 
39 And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the 

commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your 

own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring: 
40 That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God. 
41 I am the Lord your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am 

the Lord your God. 

These people were unclean and, according to Jewish Law, would normally had made the 

person wearing the garment to become unclean as well. With Jesus this is not the case. Jesus 

has the power to expiate uncleanness. 

o The woman with the issue of blood was healed in Matt 9:20; Lk 8:44 by touching 

Jesus’ hem. 

20 And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, 

came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: 

21 For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. 

22 But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good 

comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that 

hour.  

o The people here and in Mk 6:56 were healed by touching the hem of Jesus. 
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56 And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick 

in the streets, and besought him that they might touch if it were but the border of his 

garment: and as many as touched him were made whole. 

o Ruth, the Moabitess and gentile, found security in being covered by the hem of Boaz 

(Ruth 3:9) 
9 And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread 

therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman. 

o God did the same thing for Israel in Ezk 16:8…identifying Israel as his bride. 

o David’s conscience struck him after he cut off the corner of Saul’s robe (1 Sam 24:4-

7) 

4 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of which the Lord said unto 

thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as 

it shall seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul's robe 

privily. 

5 And it came to pass afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had cut off 

Saul's skirt. 

6 And he said unto his men, The Lord forbid that I should do this thing unto my 

master, the Lord's anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the 

anointed of the Lord. 

7 So David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered them not to rise against 

Saul. But Saul rose up out of the cave, and went on his way. 

o The end of the OT prophesies the healings brought about by the hem of Jesus (Mal 

4:2). Note: wings is the same word for the corner hem piece of his garment. 
2 But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in 

his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. 

The touching of the hem was the seeking out of Jesus’ very identity. They wished to 

identify with Jesus. It was indeed an act of faith, so when the woman with blood touched 

Jesus, he could rightly say, “Thy faith has made thee whole.” 
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Matthew 15 

15 Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying, 

• Here comes the heavy hitters out of Jerusalem 
2 Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands when 

they eat bread. 

• Rabbinic Jewish tradition holds that Moses was given 2 sets of laws on Mt. Sinai. One was 

the written Law (Torah), and the other was the oral law (Mishna) that Moses handed to 

Joshua, which he handed to the judges, and eventually, the oral law was handed down to the 

prophets…until final in its purity was written down in the Talmud. 

• “Was not their hands…” 

Mark 7:3-4 
3 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the 

tradition of the elders. 
4 And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other 

things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brazen 

vessels, and of tables. 

o So far so good. Cleanliness is indeed good, but then they went overboard and became 

superstitious about the whole matter within the trifling details of their oral tradition. 

o In 1791, John Wesley made famous the expression, “…Cleanliness is next to 

Godliness.” 

• Here he goes!...Jesus is about to destroy their oral tradition in… 3… 2… 1… 
3 But he answered and said unto them, why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by 

your tradition? 

• In a sense Jesus is freeing his disciples from the oral tradition at this point. This helps to 

break down the walls at a later time that would have otherwise prevented them from reaching 

gentiles with the Good News. 
4 For God commanded, saying, honor thy father and mother, and He that curses father or mother, 

let him die the death. 

• “Honor thy father and mother…” This is the 5th commandment (Exo 20:12) 

• “He that curses father and mother…” (Exo 21:17) 

• Honor: to obey, to reverence, to speak kindly to, and think well of. 

• Curse: to disobey, to treat with irreverence, to swear at, to speak ill of, to think evil of in the 

heart, to meditate or do any evil to. 

• Jesus is accusing the scribes and Pharisees of a crime punishable by death! 

• How did they violate this commandment? Read on. 
5 But ye say, whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, it is a gift, by whatsoever thou may 

be profited by me; 
6 And honor not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment 

of God of none effect by your tradition. 

• “Gift” (Heb: Corbon) means a thing dedicated to the service of God. 

o It was the habit of Jews to make such offerings…even devoting property for sacred 

uses. 

o The Law required such dedications to be fulfilled 
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Deut 23:21-23 
21 When thou shalt vow a vow unto the Lord thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: 

for the Lord thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee. 
22 But if thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in thee. 
23 That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform; even a freewill 

offering, according as thou hast vowed unto the Lord thy God, which thou hast 

promised with thy mouth. 

o The Law also required a son to honor his parents which required him to provide for 

them when they were old and in distress 

o Yet the Jewish teachers taught that it was more important to dedicate their property to 

God than it was to care for their parents. 
7 Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 
8 This people draws nigh unto me with their mouth, and honors me with their lips; but their heart 

is far from me. 
9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

• Jesus was quoting Isaiah 29:13 
13 Wherefore the Lord said, for as much as this people draw near me with their mouth, and 

with their lips do honor me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward 

me is taught by the precept of men: 
10 And he called the multitude, and said unto them, hear, and understand: 

• Jesus is now going to explain how the reality of this truth really works. 
11 Not that which goes into the mouth defiles a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this 

defiles a man. 
12 Then came his disciples, and said unto him, did you know that the Pharisees were offended 

after they heard this saying? 
13 But he answered and said, every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be 

rooted up. 

• Jesus puts the lesson of the wheat and tares, from Matt 13, to use in a practical way 

• In this sense however, the plant is the truth, or doctrine, that God has given as compared to 

the doctrines or traditions of men. 
14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall 

fall into the ditch. 
15 Then answered Peter and said unto him, declare unto us this parable. 
16 And Jesus said, are ye also yet without understanding? 
17 Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever enters in at the mouth goes into the belly, and is cast 

out into the draught? 
18 But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the 

man. 
19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 

witness, blasphemies: 
20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashed hands defiles not a man. 
21 Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. 

• Tyre and Sidon were on the Mediterranean coast in the gentile region of Phoenicia. This was 

pretty far NW of the Sea of Galilee. 
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• These cities have Canaanite origin, but aft the time of Alexander the Great, they were known 

as Greek cities. 

• Mark 7:24 says that Jesus went there and entered in a house for the purpose of concealment, 

possibly from Herod, but could not be hid. 
22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, 

have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 

• Mark describes this woman as a Greek, therefore a gentile. 

• This woman would naturally be speaking Greek, which shows that Jesus and his disciples too 

must have understood Greek. 

• “Thou son of David” – She is referring to him as the Messiah. She already knew who he was 

because of a previous visit into the northern gentile regions. 

Matthew 4:24 
24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that 

were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, 

and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. 

• Mark claims that she fell at Jesus’ feet. 
23 But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, send her 

away; for she cries after us. 

• Jesus is clearly testing her faith, but why? 

o 1st reason for testing: It is proper that the strength of her faith is fully tried 

o Consider how masterfully Jesus handles this situation that simultaneously helps this 

gentile woman, and uproots the worldly wisdom that is in the disciples. 

o 2nd reason for testing: That the disciples see a real example of the effect of 

persevering supplications to Jesus. Ask, Seek, Knock…and continue to ask, seek and 

knock. 
24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 

• Was Jesus addressing the woman, not the disciples. 

• The “lost sheep of the house of Israel” was the Jews 

• Jesus came 1st to the Jews: He came to be their Messiah and King. He came to preach this 

gospel fact to the Jews. Now, here he is ministering to the gentiles. 
25 Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. 

• Look at this woman’s faith!! Even in the face of seeming rejection, she worships him by 

putting all of her reliance on Jesus. 
26 But he answered and said, it is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. 

• “it is not meet” – it is not proper. 

• “Children’s bread” – Israel identified themselves as the children of God, and identified 

people of all other nations with contempt as dogs. Historically, Muslims have used this term 

for Christians, and Christians and Jews have used this term for each other. 

• Jesus is saying that he was sent to the Jews, and that the benefits of his ministry was for the 

Jews. But he was saying it in the strongest sense that would test the limits of her faith. 

• Jesus was not name-calling. Let me summarize what Jesus was saying, “You are a Gentile; I 

am a Jew. The Jews call themselves children of God. You they vilify and abuse, calling you a 

dog. Are you willing to receive of a favor of a Jew then? Are you willing to submit to these 

names to receive a favor from one of that nation, and to acknowledge your dependence on a 

people that so despise you?” 
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• What a testing of her faith! What a simultaneous lesson of love for gentiles to Jesus’ 

disciples! 

• How do you think Ruth felt? She was a gentile of the despised Moab people who warred 

greatly with Israel? She could have taken Naomi up on her offer to go back to her wealthy 

father in Moab to be taken care of. What did Ruth decide to do? 
27 And she said, truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. 

• She agrees with Jesus’ claim! She agrees that the best should be given to the children – That 

the Jews should receive the chief benefit of Jesus’ ministry. 

• She then labels herself as the dog…as unworthy of everything; yet just grant me one small 

token of your almighty power to heal my daughter. 
28 Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as 

thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. 

• Ah the perfection, power and wisdom of Jesus! What gracious love. 
29 And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and went up into a 

mountain, and sat down there. 

• Can you imagine if Jesus had a “FitBit” counting his steps?! 
30 And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, 

maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus' feet; and he healed them: 
31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be 

whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel. 
32 Then Jesus called his disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the multitude, 

because they continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not send them 

away fasting, lest they faint in the way. 
33 And his disciples say unto him, whence should we have so much bread in the wilderness, as to 

fill so great a multitude? 

• I have to say, I feel these disciples! I have a horrible short-term memory…physically and 

spiritually. 
34 And Jesus said unto them, how many loaves have ye? And they said, seven, and a few little 

fishes. 
35 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground. 
36 And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to his 

disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 

• There is a biblical principle that we see throughout the Scriptures that God uses people to 

help people. 
37 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven 

baskets full. 
38 And they that did eat were four thousand men, beside women and children. 
39 And he sent away the multitude, and took ship, and came into the coasts of Magdala. 
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Matthew 16 

16 The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew 

them a sign from heaven. 
2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky 

is red. 
3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye 

hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times? 

• Red at night, sailors delight. Orange in morning, sailors take warning. 

• Why does Jesus call them hypocrites yet again? – Because they say they seek a sign as if they 

care about finding truth about who Jesus is, but in fact they have been given many signs that 

they constantly find reasons to reject and even attribute to Satan himself. 
4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, 

but the sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed. 
5 And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread. 
6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the 

Sadducees. 
7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread. 
8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among 

yourselves, because ye have brought no bread? 
9 Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many 

baskets ye took up? 
10 Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up? 
11 How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should 

beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? 
12 Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the 

doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 
13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do 

men say that I the Son of man am? 
14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or 

one of the prophets. 

• “John the Baptist” – Herod had proclaimed this in Matt 14 

• “Elijah” – This belief was based on Malachi 4:5, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 

before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.” The belief was that the Messiah 

would be Elijah. 

• “Jeremiah” – This belief was based on the legend of 2 Maccabees 2:1-7. According to this 

account, Jeremiah protected the Ark of the Covenant by removing them from the temple and 

hiding them during the Babylonian captivity. It goes on to say that Jeremiah would some day 

return these items back into the temple before the messianic kingdom is established. 
15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

• In the face of all this wrong teaching, Peter would get it right. 
16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: for flesh and blood 

hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
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• Peter (petros – masculine) means small stone 

• Rock (petras – feminine) means a great rock or even mountain 

• Was there anything special about Peter? 

o Peter was the leader and spokesman for the apostles in all 4 gospels…Matt 15:15; 

19:27; Jn 6:68; Acts 10) 

o We see Peter doing most of the preaching and working of miracles in the early church 

(Acts 1:15-22; 2:14-40; 3:4-6; 12-26; 5:3-10, 15, 29) 

• This is the key verse that Roman Catholics use to show the authority of the pope. It 

underlines their 1500-year-old belief in apostolic succession. Their interpretation is: 

o Verse 18 shows that Peter was the foundation stone upon which the church is built. 

o When combined with verse 19, the Roman Catholic church posits that Peter was the 

Vicar of Christ, or the earthly representative of Christ over the church. 

o And, they believe that as head of the church, Peter had authority over all earthly 

matters including all other kings, potentates and dominions. Welcome to the Holy 

Roman Empire. 

o Furthermore, since Peter was the 1st bishop of Rome, then by way of an extra-biblical 

idea of apostolic succession, all bishops of Rome succeeding Peter will take up 

Peter’s mantle as this same foundational rock and as the Vicar of Christ. 

o Verses 18 and 19 have been used by the Roman Catholic church to continue to derive 

more and more doctrines which continuously elevates the authority and standing of 

the clergy in this world. 

▪ When a pope, who is seen as having apostolic authority, speaks in ex 

cathedra, he is binding in Heaven what he is saying on earth and therefore 

speaks with the same authority of God in our Scriptures. 

▪ Since the Pope has authority in his earthly action to bind the same in heaven, 

he can also forgive sins as High Priest of the church (See 1 Tim 2:5). 

▪ He can also share his responsibilities and authority with lower level clergy 

such as bishops and priests. 

▪ Because of the “binding power” the Bishop of Rome also holds a certain 

amount of power over God himself in being able, upon command, to 

command the Son of God to come down to earth and literally exist between 

the priest’s thumb and finger. The priest then has the added authority to slay 

Christ as often as desired upon the altar table of the church in the form of 

transubstantiation. (See the Dignity and Duties of the Priest by Bishop 

Alphonsus De Liguori, Doctor of the Roman Catholic Church). 

• We must be careful to consider the whole counsel of God. This is not the only Scripture that 

talks about the building of the church: 

Ephesians 2:20-22 
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 

the chief corner stone; 
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together grows unto a holy temple in the Lord: 
22 In whom ye also are built together for a habitation of God through the Spirit. 

• The church was not built upon the foundation of a single stone but on all the teachings of all 

the apostles and the prophets – with Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone that all 

the apostles and prophets are aligned with. 
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• The foundation is not the apostles themselves but their teaching and doctrine. The apostles 

did not claim that their being or essence was profitable for reproof and correction…unto 

righteousness… No, the apostles claim that it is the Scriptures which came from them that 

were of such profitable for reproof and correction unto righteousness. 

Acts 2:42 
42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 

bread, and in prayers. 

• While Peter recognized himself as an apostle (1 Pet 1:1; 2 Pet 1:1) he never claimed superior 

rank or privilege over any other apostle.  

Acts 3:11-12 
11 And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together 

unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. 
12 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at 

this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had 

made this man to walk? 

• Peter even submitted to Paul’s rebuking him in a public setting. 

• He also labeled himself as a “fellow elder”. 

• Having the same confession of Peter…we are also living stones that make up the structure of 

the church 

1 Peter 2:4 
4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and 

precious, 
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. All believers are priests. We are a 

kingdom of priests. 

• Other than the Roman Catholic interpretation, there exists two other main interpretations of 

verse 18 that draw the same conclusion: 

o Peter is the small stone that placed upon the large rock of his confession that Jesus is 

God. 

o Peter is a small stone whose confession is representative of the whole group of the 

apostles, seen here as the larger rock.  

o Both interpretations draw the same conclusion…that foundation of the church is the 

revealed, inspired and inerrant words given through the apostles and the prophets, 

while Jesus is the chief cornerstone of that foundation. 

• How is Jesus the chief cornerstone? 

o Through His Word God the Son spoke the world into existence 

o He is the YHWH that gave Abraham the covenants 

o He is the Almighty God (El-Shaddai) that protected all of his covenant promises 

o He is the alpha and omega the beginning and the end 

o He is our perfect Sacrifice and great Reward 

o He is the author and finisher of our faith 

o He is our great High Priest and continues as our Advocate before the throne of God 
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o He is the King of kings and Lord of lords who reigns this present mystery kingdom 

by way of the Holy Spirit through individual believers who make up the body of their 

local church in order to reach their communities and beyond to the rest of the world. 

John 5:39 
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 

testify of me. 

• Notice that the authority is in the Scriptures alone which all testify to one man as our head, 

Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 3:11 
11 For another foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

• “Gates of hell (hades) shall not prevail” 

o Gates: Place where the people of power and authority made decisions, conducted 

transactions, etc. 

o Hades: Grave. In this context, Jesus is referring to the kingdom of Satan, whose 

powerful and authoritative spirits are in its gates conjuring their evil machinations to 

overthrow the ecclesia. 

o Prevail: Means to overpower 

• Church (Ecclesia). This is referring to the singular universal assembly of believers. 
19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind 

on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven. 

• Thee = Peter 

• “keys of the kingdom” 

o “Keys” are for opening doors. 

▪ A person who has a key has the power of access and also has general care of 

what is inside. 

▪ In the Bible, keys are a symbol of superintendence. The keeper of the keys 

therefore is seen as having power and authority (Is 22:22; Rev 1:18; 3:7). 

▪ Peter is given the keys, but these keys do not give him the ultimate authority 

over the reign on earth, the forgiveness of sins, etc. that the Roman Catholic 

church says they do. 

▪ Only Jesus has this authority 

Isaiah 22:22 – Prophesying of the Messiah 
22 And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall 

open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. 

Revelation 1:18 – Jesus, speaking about himself 
18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; 

and have the keys of hell and of death. 

Note: The author of Revelation identifies himself as Jesus in v5 and the “Alpha 

and Omega” and El Shaddai in v8. 

Revelation 3:7 – Jesus describes himself again 
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7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is 

holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man 

shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 

o So what keys (power and authority) are being given to Peter? His keys are for the 

“Kingdom of Heaven” 

▪ Remember that Matt 13 was the turning point in Matthew’s presentation of 

Jesus’ ministry. 

▪ We also see it was a turning point for the nature of the kingdom of God. Jesus 

is no longer referring to the Kingdom of God that was rejected by his people. 

From chapter 13 on to this point, he is referring to a much different kingdom 

of God. 

• This kingdom is “far” rather than near 

• Nonracial rather than ethnic 

• Relates more to suffering than it does to being overtly powerful 

• And it is being secretly taught to insiders rather than being proclaimed 

to all. 

▪ The kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God at this point refers to the 

mystery kingdom. This kingdom includes what entity? – The church 

▪ The church is made up of what kind of people? – Jews and gentiles 

o The keys given to Peter then will make Peter the instrument of opening the door of 

faith to the world. He was the 1st to preach the Gospel to both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 

2 and 10). 

o The keys were given to Peter alone for that reason 

o The powers of “binding and loosing” were given to all of the disciples in Matt 18. 

Where we will cover those terms in more detail there. 

o The only preeminence that Peter had was the honor of 1st opening the doors of the 

gospel to the world. 
20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. 

• They would only have ½ a gospel at this point. They understood Jesus as God, but have yet 

to understand his needed death and resurrection. ½ a gospel is no gospel at all. 

• It is not Jesus’ time yet to be arrested and sent to the cross 

• He still has much ministry to do for people 

o He is still training his disciples 

o He is still preaching and healing to open people’s eyes to truth 

o More and more gentiles will be benefitting from his ministry as more and more Jews 

reject him. 
21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto 

Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 

and be raised again the third day. (1st occurrence) 

• Notice that Jesus continues to expand on the details of the mystery kingdom. 

• Jesus teaches a very high level overview of the kingdom to his disciples in Matt 13 

• Jesus then moves on to a high level teaching about Peter and the other disciple’s role in that 

kingdom 

• Now, Jesus is teaching about his central role that he must carry out in order to bring about 

this mystery kingdom 

• His teaching as we see it is not rocket science 
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o His teaching was repetitive and consistent. HE speaks of being killed and raised on 

the 3rd day, just as he did to the Pharisees and Sadducees in verse 4. Now he explains 

privately to his disciples exactly what he meant by that statement. 

o His teaching was new and shocking however 

▪ The disciples, no doubt, originally left their lives to follow the Messiah who 

would be setting up his glorious throne on earth 

▪ Jesus taught with patience. He gave them truth. He lived out the truths before 

them, and as the Great Shepherd of Jacob, he lovingly guided them until they 

rightfully came to fully understand the truth. 

▪ Peter had finally reached the fullness of his destination as he spoke on behalf 

of himself and the apostles under the inspiration of the Father. Their Messiah 

was fully man and fully God. 

▪ Having this ultimate truth, they were ready for the hard news. 
22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not 

be unto thee. 

• “Rebuke” – The Greek word really means to earnestly entreat. Peter loved Jesus so much and 

could not bear the thought that the Messiah who was to be triumphant…would have to die. 
23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for 

thou savor not the things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

• “Satan” – This word means adversary. 

• Remember in his prayers to the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed not my 

will but thy will be done? 

o Jesus was seeking to fulfill the will of the Father 

o Jesus had previously taught his disciples to do the same when he taught them how 

they should pray, “…thy will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven.” 

o Peter was seeking his own desires as he believed the role of the Messiah should be. 

o In leaning on his own understanding, he actually became the adversary of the Messiah 

and the will of the Father. 

o Good intentions contrary to the truth of Scriptures can be very damaging. 
 24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 

take up his cross, and follow me. 
25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall 

find it. 
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 

shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

• In the context of this entire passage, why all of a sudden is Jesus teaching about denying 

one’s self? 
27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 

reward every man according to his works. 

• When will this happen? – The 2nd coming. 

o Jesus is giving them a glimpse that he will return triumphant after his death and 

resurrection. 

o In between his resurrection and his return, we see that the people will have 

responsibilities that will be judged for. 
28 Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see 

the Son of man coming in his kingdom. 
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• In the context, what event is Jesus referring to? – The transfiguration, that happened 6 days 

later, in the next 2 verses (Matt 17:1-2). See parallel passages in Mk 9:1 and Lk 9:27. 

o “Kingdom” the Greek word can also mean “royal splendor” 

o Who does the “some standing here” refer to? – Peter, James, and John (Matt 17:1) 

o This also implies that the others not including these 3 men, will taste death before 

they see it. 
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Matthew 17 

17 And after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and brought them up into a 

high mountain apart, 

• Mark 9:1 agrees with Matthew saying “after 6 days” 

o These days would have intervened between the day of the conversation with Jesus 

and the day of the transfiguration. 

o Luke 9:28 says “about 8 days after” 

o Luke was not being exact but most likely was counting the day of the conversation as 

well as the day of 

• Peter, James, and John seem to be the very inner circle of Jesus’ disciples 

o By seeing Jesus in his glory, they will be greater prepared for the ministry of the 

gospel (we will see this confidence in John’s gospel and Peter’s epistle). 

o Later, these 3 would be in the Garden of Gethsemane, where they would learn 

patience in his suffering.  
2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white 

as the light. 

• The Transfiguration confirms Jesus’ coming in his kingdom from Matt 16:28. 

• Peter’s confession the Jesus was “the Christ the Son of the living God.” Was confirmed by 

seeing Jesus in the very glory of God. 

• We don’t see any biblical account of a change in Jesus’ body or his essence…only a change 

in his appearance. 

o 1st: His face shone like the sun 

▪ Similar to Moses in Ex 34:29 
29 And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the 

two tables of testimony in Moses' hand, when he came down from the mount, 

that Moses knew not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him. 

▪ Also similar to Jesus sitting state today as described in Heb 1:3 
3 Who being the brightness of his (God’s) glory, and the express image of his 

(God’s) person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he 

had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 

high 

o 2nd: His clothes were exceedingly white. Mark says “his raiment became shining, 

exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller (one who bleaches cloth to make it white) on 

earth can white them.” 

o Peter refers to the Transfiguration in his 2nd epistle 2 Pet 1:16-17 

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto 

you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. 
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17 For he received from God the Father honor and glory, when there came such a 

voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased. 

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the 

holy mount 

o John also may be referring to it in Jn 1:14 
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 
3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 

• Together we see the whole of the Hebrew Scriptures represented in the Messiah Jesus: 

o Moses represents the Torah (the law) 

▪ It is fitting that Moses was here as Jesus was about to finish fulfilling all of 

Moses’ prophecies, types and religious rites that Moses had instituted. 

o Elijah represents the prophets 

▪ It is fitting that Elijah was here since he was the model of the forerunner of the 

Messiah (Mal 4:5; Lk 1:17; Matt 11:4) 

o Luke 9:31 informs us that they were talking Jesus’s death which would come soon in 

Jerusalem. It is was by faith looking forward to Jesus work that Moses and Elijah 

were saved. 
4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if you will, let us 

make here three tabernacles; one for you, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

• Have you ever loved a situation so much you wished it would never end? Think of that when 

you consider Peter here! He wanted to make a dwelling so this moment of ecstasy would 

continue on and on! I am sure James and John agreed with Peter on this. 
5 While he yet spoke, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the 

cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 

• This is the same cloud that led the children of Israel around the wilderness in Exodus, and the 

same cloud we will be “caught up” in in the rapture…it is the glory cloud – Shecinah 

• God made this same declaration in Matt 3:17 

• God makes known Jesus’ preeminence over Moses and Elijah 

• After this, it was impossible for Peter, James and John to doubt that Jesus was the Son of 

God. This would instill them with confidence in their future gospel ministry. 
6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 
7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. 
8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
9 And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no 

man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead. (2nd occurrence) 

• We must understand the pure gospel reason for the transfiguration into the future ministries 

of Peter James and John 
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o The Transfiguration confirmed Jesus was the Messiah 

o While Jesus was with them, it was unnecessary to relate what they had seen 

o After Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, they would be the 3 witnesses required by 

the Law to prove that Jesus was the Messiah 

Deut 17:6 
6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be 

put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death 

Heb 10:28 
28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses 

10 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then do the scribes say that Elias must first come? 
11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly will first come, and restore all things. 
12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him 

whatever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. 
13 Then the disciples understood that he spoke unto them of John the Baptist. 

• Let’s not miss the main point of this conversation: Jesus is still wanting to teach them the fact 

and importance of his upcoming death and resurrection. 

o First we have Peter’s confession. Now the disciples are on board with who Jesus 

really is…He the Messiah and the very essence of God. 

o They are now prepared to hear what Jesus has to do. This will take a lot of patience 

on Jesus’ part. 

▪ The disciples only hear that Jesus has to die…they never seem to get that he 

also says he’ll be resurrected. Maybe they are scared to be without him for 

even the shortest amount of time. 

▪ Jesus patiently trains them that they must not lean on their understanding of 

the Messiah’s mission but must follow after the will of God by denying 

themselves, picking up their cross and following him. They don’t yet know 

the significance of what Jesus means here. 

▪ Jesus gives them hope that as Messiah he will in fact accomplish setting up a 

kingdom as prophesied in the OT. 

▪ Jesus also transfigured himself before Peter, James, and John 

• Fulfilling their faith in who Jesus was in order to give them security 

and confidence during the death of Jesus and in their future ministry 

• It also served to fulfill Jewish requirements of having 2-3 witnesses to 

a claim to be valid. 

• NOW, after the transfiguration, Jesus  

o First: Jesus prohibits them from talking about the transfiguration to anyone until after 

the resurrection. 

▪ Remember the disciples still had not grasped an understanding of what Jesus 

had to do….and they don’t like what they have heard concerning his death. 
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▪ If the disciples were to talk to others at this point, their message would be 

incomplete. It would be Jesus the healer, Jesus the Messiah, or Jesus as God. 

▪ It would not be the full gospel that Jesus as messiah/God died and rose again 

on our behalf. 

▪ So Jesus is restraining them from giving an incomplete gospel message. Every 

message of Jesus must include his identity as Messiah/God and must also 

include his work on the cross and his resurrection. Without either of these, 

there is no hope for any of us….no salvation! 

▪ Peter, James and John obeyed Jesus command not to tell anyone. 

Luke 9:36 
36 And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept it close, 

and told no man in those days any of those things which they had seen. 

o Second: Upon Jesus speaking of his resurrection in v 10, why do Peter, James and 

John all of a sudden start talking about Elijah? 

▪ It is because they can’t understand how their Messiah’s talk of death and 

resurrection fits into their OT understanding about what the Messiah must do. 

▪ It must be that after the resurrection, Jesus is going to setup the Kingdom of 

David prophesied in the OT. Then they can finally talk about the 

transfiguration. 

▪ This is why they asked Jesus, in Acts 1, if he was going to finally bring 

David’s kingdom. 

▪ So they dig into their correct understanding of OT prophecy concerning 

Elijah. They know that before David’s kingdom can be set up that Elijah will 

pave the way 1st. 

Malachi 3:1 

Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before 

Me. 

Isaiah 40:3-5 

A voice is calling, 

“Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; 

Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 “Let every valley be lifted up, 

And every mountain and hill be made low; 

And let the rough ground become a plain, 

And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 
5 Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 

And all flesh will see it together; 

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
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▪ But who is this messenger? 

Malachi 4:5-6 
5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 

dreadful day of the Lord: 
6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 

children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

▪ So they knew Jesus was the promised Messiah... but where is Elijah? 

▪ Jesus replied that the Scriptures were indeed accurate. Elijah would come and 

call people to repent before the great and terrible day of the Lord. This is of 

course still future tense to us today. 

o Third, while Peter, James and John were trying to piece together their understanding 

of Messianic prophecy and Jesus’ role in it. Jesus adds another prophecy to it. 

▪ The Son of Man will suffer death just as John the Baptist did. 

▪ While John the Baptist was not actually Elijah. He was Elijah in spirit and 

power. 

Luke 1:17 
17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the 

hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 

just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 

Matthew 3:1-4 

In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, The voice of 

one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight. 
4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle 

about his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey.  
14 And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down to 

him, and saying, 

• “When” – The transfiguration seems to have happened at night and this is the very next day 

(Lk 9:37) 

• “Multitude” – This crowd consisted of the remaining 10 disciples, scribes and other people 

• In Mark’s account, Jesus 1st addressed the scribes asking what they are inquiring of the 

disciples. As their Shepherd he is there to help them. 

• The father of the boy addresses Jesus before they can answer. 
15 Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic (moonstruck), and sore vexed: for he often falls 

into the fire, and oft into the water. 

• Mark also records that on top of all of this, the son was deaf and speechless 

• Luke says that the son was the father’s only child 
16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 
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17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse (depraved) generation, how long shall I 

be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 

• All of the multitude were suffering from unbelief  

• I believe this rebuke applied to everyone, and would therefore have an especially stinging 

effect on the disciples who could not cure afflicted son. 

• The disciples were called apart and had been in serious training with Jesus. They had finally 

recognized his true identity, but was still lacking in the necessary faith to accomplish their 

mission as stated in 

Matt 10:1 

And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease. 
18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that 

very hour. 

• This is a very touching moment that we may not grasp by just looking at Matthew’s account. 

Let’s look at Mark’s account: 

Mark 9:20-27 
20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and 

he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 

o Here the demon is tearing the boy and causing great harm, but notice that Jesus does 

not immediately heal the boy. There is a greater issue that needs to be resolved 

1st…that of unbelief. 

o This should remind us of the time Jesus healed the Canaanite woman’s daughter in 

Matt 15:22. He didn’t heal the daughter immediately but allowed he belief to become 

greatly manifested 1st. 
21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, since 

he was a child. 
22 And it has often cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if you can do 

anything, have compassion on us, and help us. 

o Notice the play on words here. The man is directing the focus on Jesus to perform a 

work, and Jesus responds by directing the man to belief 1st. 
23 Jesus said unto him, If you can believe, all things are possible to him that believes. 
24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help 

thou mine unbelief. 

o What astonishing belief! This is the ultimate act of humility and belief. Not only does 

the man believe, but he also understands that his belief is far from perfect and cries 

out to Jesus to not to cure the boy at this point, but to cure him of his imperfect belief. 

o His attention is no longer on the boy but solely on his relationship with Jesus. 
25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying 

unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into 

him. 
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26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; 

insomuch that many said, He is dead. 
27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose. 

• How patient is our Savior? How loving, knowing and understanding he is towards our real 

needs. 
19 Then the disciples came to Jesus apart (privately), and said, Why could we not cast him out? 

• “Apart” – means in privacy. No one likes to be called out in public 
20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith 

as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it 

shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

• Faith does not make it easier for God to perform his miraculous work, but it is a requirement 

for those that are the instruments of his work. 

• Remember the vitality we spoke of earlier concerning the mustard plant. It starts out as the 

smallest of the herbal seeds, but in just 24 hours after being sown, already starts to build a 

root into the ground. 

• In the face of impossibility, it shows all the signs of vitality. 
21 Howbeit this kind goes not out but by prayer and fasting. 

• So how should the disciples have shown the vitality of their faith in this situation? 

o Jesus says that this kind of devil that has been obstinate requires faith of the highest 

kind… but how do we show that? 

o Through prayer and fasting: 

▪ Faith is produced and kept strong through prayer 

▪ Abstinence from food makes fit the mind for the highest exercise of faith in 

seeking God. 
22 And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said unto them, The Son of man shall be betrayed 

into the hands of men: 
23 And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again. (3rd occurrence) And 

they were exceeding sorry. 

• They are still clinging to their eschatological beliefs rather than the will of God that must be 

accomplished. 
24 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and 

said, Does not your master pay tribute? 

• This voluntary temple tax, paid with the drachma or Jewish half-shekel, was paid in the 

month of Adar. Jesus and his disciples had been out of the region of Galilee for some time, 

which is why the question is being asked. 
25 He said, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented (anticipated Peter and 

spoke before he did) him, saying, What do you think, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth 

take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers? 
26 Peter said unto him, Of strangers. Jesus said unto him, Then are the children free. 
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• Matthew, a former tax collector, makes sure to add this account that concerns the 

implications of Jesus’ identity as the Son of the living God. How meaningful this account 

must have been to Matthew. 

• Remember that it was Peter who boldly proclaimed who Jesus was in Mt 16:16, “Thou art 

the Christ the Son of the living God.” 

• Peter and the disciples are now being taught the implications of Peter’s confession. 

• The disciples need to start thinking in those terms. They need to start thinking what Jesus’ 

identity means in their lives, in Jesus’ teachings, and what it means to the world around them. 

• How often do we consider what it means that Jesus is our God…our Lord? 
27 Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go to the sea, and cast a hook, and take up the 

first fish that comes up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, you shall find a piece of money: 

take it, and give it unto them for me and you. 

• Notice how Jesus surrender’s his rights in order to serve people. Many of these people have 

even rejected him already. 

• By serving them, he leaves them without excuse. They have no cause to stumble upon 

incorrect ideas that Jesus is bucking a system set down in Moses’ Law (Ex 30:11-16). 

• We also need to make sure that we do not cause others to stumble. If our freedoms in certain 

times and places can cause others to stumble, then we should serve them by submitting our 

freedoms for their sake…in order that God is glorified. 

• So here they are in Capernaum, a fishing village, and Jesus calls Peter, a fisherman, to a 

miraculous work. A task that I am sure delights Peter in the 1st place. He told Peter to go 

fishing. 

• God’s work can be hard, but it is never dull. He uses each one of us with the passions he has 

given us. What are your passions in life? Are you pursuing them? If so, are you pursuing 

them so that God will be glorified and that others may be served by you? This is what it 

means to suck the marrow out of life. 

• Not only was Peter sent to just go fishing, but Jesus was glorified in who he was, the people 

were served, and Peter got to be at the heart of the whole situation by doing what he 

loves…fishing. 
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Matthew 18 

18 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven? 
2 And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, 
3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall 

not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven. 
5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receives me. 
6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it would be better for him 

if a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he was drowned in the depth of the sea. 

Homework (due on 10/9/16): 

1. Interpret Matthew 18:1-6. What is Jesus trying to say to his disciples? Below are some guidelines to 

help you: 

a. Who is the author? The speaker? The audience? The setting? 

• Author = Matthew 

• Speaker = Jesus 

• Audience = Disciples 

• Setting = house in Capernaum (Mark 9:33) 

b. Understand important phrases: 

i. What is meant by the question, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” in 

verse 1? What was the context of their question (why were they asking it)? 

The disciples are still pondering the eschatology of Jesus establishing David’s 

throne…and now they are concerned about their ranking in that kingdom. Ouch! 

• They will also be disputing about this same exact topic in Matt 20:20-28  

• While on their travels, Mark’s account shows the disciples disputing with each 

other. 

ii. What does the following mean: “Except ye be converted, and become as little 

children” in verse 3? 

• Jesus heard their question, but understood from their heart exactly what lesson 

they needed. 

• Luke’s account shows Jesus to having perceived the thoughts of their heart (an 

act only an omniscient God can do). 

• Jer 17:10 

• 10 I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to 

his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. 

• A child illustrates humility and dependence. For Jesus’ audience, a child 

represented someone completely reliant on others—perhaps even a burden. 

Children were without status in the ancient world and at the mercy of adults. 

• Very small children consumed resources, required constant attention, and needed 

to be protected. However, as they grew, children could help with work, provide 

for the family, and even defend their town in battle. 
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• Converted (Grk: strepho) = to change or turn. from one habit to another, or it can 

refer to being born again: 

• Ps 51:13 
13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto 

thee 

• Acts 3:19 
19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when 

the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. 

iii. What does the following mean: “Shall humble himself as this little child” in verse 4? 

• How do the disciples become “converted and become as little children” (from 

verse 3)? 

• By humbling himself as a child 

iv. What does the following mean: “Shall receive one such little child in my name” in 

verse 5? 

• Receive one who is in the name of Jesus 

• Mk 9:38; Lk 9:49 add that there was one doing work in Jesus’ name who was not 

with the disciples, so the disciples prevented it. Jesus said they shouldn’t have. 

v. What does the following mean: “Shall offend one of these little ones which believe in 

me” in verse 6? 

• Shall cause to sin or to fall, or to hinder them in their way or happiness. 

• Jesus is showing the protection of the most feeblest of Christians 

c. Understand important words in their context: greatest, kingdom of Heaven, converted, little 

children/child, humble, receive…in my name, offend, little ones who believe in me, etc… 

d. Understand the passage in its immediate context: from arriving in Capernaum until Jesus 

arrives in Judaea 

• The disciples have a general idea of Jesus’ identity as Messiah and God, and now they 

are trying to understand this identity and the work he must do in the framework of their 

understanding of prophecy concerning the Messiah and his kingdom. 

• This leads to many misunderstandings and disputes concerning Jesus’ work, the 

kingdom, and their relationship to Jesus and the kingdom. 

e. Understand the passage in its greater context. How does this passage fit within the flow of the 

overall thought process of Matthew’s writing? Look at the flow from Peter’s confession until 

Jesus arrives in Judaea. 

• What kind of humility is needed to be great in the kingdom? According to Matt 5:3-11, 

we need to be: poor in spirit, mournful, meek, hungering and thirsting for righteousness, 

merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, persecuted. 

• The disciples needed to understand how ugly they were without Jesus, and that they were 

powerless and undeserving of anything good…let alone to be given a rank of “greatest in 

the kingdom” 

• They should come to Jesus humbly, as a child, seeking no authority or rank of their own. 

As a child, they were to give Jesus the authority over their lives and depend completely 

on Him. 

f. Understand the passage in the context of the other Gospel accounts (see this account as 

discussed in Mark and Luke) 
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• Mark 9:33-37 

33 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that 

ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 

34 But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who 

should be the greatest. 

35 And he sat down, and called the twelve, and said unto them, If any man desire to be 

first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all. 

36 And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in 

his arms, he said unto them, 

37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receives me: and 

whosoever shall receive me, receives not me, but him that sent me. 

• Luke 9:46-48 

46 Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should be greatest. 

47 And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a child, and set him by him, 

48 And said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this child in my name receives me: and 

whosoever shall receive me receives him that sent me: for he that is least among you all, 

the same shall be great. 

g. If you’re feeling really motivated…understand this passage in the greater context of the 

Pauline epistles and also in the Old Testament context! 

2. Application: Do not give application until the passage has been fully interpreted. Give application for 

yourself, your family, and our church. 
 

7 Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to 

that man by whom the offence cometh! 

• This is continuing the message from verse 6. The “offences” or leading into sins of the “little 

ones” or the new believers will come because the world is in such a deep state of depravity, 

but this will not let the specific man off the hook who causes such offenses. 

• Think about what it means to take little, innocent children and lead them into wickedness to 

their harm. How disgusting such an adult man must be. We would desire true justice to serve 

the strongest punishment. 

• As Christians, we are to manifest the spirit of little children. We are to be innocent in our 

thoughts and deeds as are little children. 

• It would have been better if the offender had died before causing offense than to commit this 

sin of marring another’s peace with God, defiling the purity of the believer by persecution, 

threats, arts, seduction, and persuasion. 
8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better 

for thee to enter into life (eternal life) halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to 

be cast into everlasting fire. 
9 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into 

life (eternal life) with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. 

• Jesus is using hyperbole here just as he did in Matt 5:30. 

• Jesus is showing the seriousness of getting rid of anything that causes us to sin. 
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• Paul uses similar strong language: 

Romans 8:13: 

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 

the body, ye shall live. 

• The beloved apostle, John says: 

1 John 2:1 

My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have 

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous… 

1 John 2:12 

I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. 

1 John 2:18-19 

Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now 

are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no 

doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they 

were not all of us. 

• Notice where the offenders in this case comes from…within the church! 

1 John 2:28 

And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, 

and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 
10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their 

angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 

• The little ones have infinite value to God. Even their angels assigned to the little ones behold 

the presence of God. 

• Hebrews 1:14 show these angels to be ministering spirits: 

Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 

salvation? 
11 For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 

• Matthew is recalling the imagery of the Shepherd and the lost sheep also found in Luke 15:3-

37 which is in the context of tax collectors and sinners. 
12 How think ye? if a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, does he not leave 

the ninety and nine, and go into the mountains, and seek that which is gone astray? 

• What is this sheep that has “gone astray”? A believer or unbeliever? (Matt 24:4, 5, 11, 24; Lk 

15:3-7) – It is a believer. 

o It is a sheep that already belongs to the shepherd and has wandered off. 

o In context, the next few verses are about bringing a brother back to repentance. 
13 And if it be that he finds it, verily I say unto you, he rejoices more of that sheep, than of the 

ninety and nine which went not astray. 

• So who is the greatest in the kingdom? 
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14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should 

perish. 

• So who is greatest in the kingdom? The least of these… 
15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and 

him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 
16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or 

three witnesses every word may be established. 
17 And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglects to hear the 

church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican. 
18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 

whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they 

shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. 
20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

• Church (ekklesia) = assembly. 

o This refers to the corporate body of all believers as well as the local congregation. 

o The relationship of ekklesia as the “body of Christ” began at Pentecost. 

o The goal of this whole process is reconciliation…not inflammation of the problem. The 

final judgment was to determine whether the transgressor belonged or didn’t belong as 

part of the covenant people. 

o The binding is not referring to prayer as many Christians believe.  It is referring to a legal 

judgment passed on the unrepentant transgressor from v17. 

o This “binding and loosing” has nothing to do with binding or loosing Satan and his 

angels as charismatic churches teach. Christians do not have the power to do that, and are 

nowhere commanded to do that. Satan is the “Prince of the power of the air” (Eph 2:2) 

and will not be bound until the 1000 year reign of Christ (Rev 20:1-3). 

o “Binding and loosing” has nothing to do with forgiving sins as the Catholic church 

teaches. That teaching goes back to Tertullian and many of the church fathers.  

• “Binding and Loosing” was language used in 1st century Judaism meaning to “permit and 

prohibit”. The authority of binding and loosing belonged mainly to the scribes and Pharisees. 

With the authority of binding and loosing: 

o They could banish and readmit people from the congregation 

o They could prohibit and permit various deeds based on the interpretation of Torah 

o They could bind a day as a fast day 

• The Sanhedrin also exercised authority in the Rabbinical court by making halakhah, or legal 

judgments, concerning the Torah of the Old Covenant 

• Jesus was again giving the authority of the Pharisees and the scribes over to his disciples. As 

leaders of the ekklesia, the disciples were to make legal judgment within the New Covenant 

context of the church. 
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• The judgment was to determine if in fact the trespasser was truly a member of the 

congregation of Jesus followers. 

o If he would come back to the faith in repentance, then he was a follower. Notice that 

repentance is a distinguishing mark of a kingdom citizen. 

o If he would not repent then he was to be treated as one who was not a follower of 

Jesus...a “heathen and a publican.” The heathens and publicans were considered to be 

outsiders from the covenant people (Matt 5:46, 47). 
21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 

him? till seven times? 
22 Jesus said unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. 
23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of 

his servants. 
24 And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand 

talents. 

• This would be roughly equivalent to 150,000 years of wages for a servant. 
25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and 

children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
26 The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, 

and I will pay thee all. 

• Of course it was impossible for this servant to pay his debt. 
27 Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him 

the debt. 

• This was a very large pardon. 
28 But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellow servants, which owed him a 

hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me what you 

owe. 

• 100 pence was equivalent to about 100 days wages for a servant…a drop in the bucket 

compared to his debt that was just pardoned. 
29 And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, 

and I will pay thee all. 

• Unlike the 1st servant mentioned, it was actually possible for this servant to pay back his 

debt. 
30 And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 
31 So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto 

their lord all that was done. 
32 Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave 

thee all that debt, because thou desired me: 
33 Shouldest not thou also have had compassion (mercy) on thy fellow servant, even as I had pity 

(mercy) on thee? 



151 

 

 

• The 1st servant should have had mercy on the 2nd servant…just like the king had shown 

mercy. 

• How much mercy did the king show to the 1st servant? – An infinite amount. 

• The point of this parables comes alongside the truth of Matt 18:15, 21-22. 

• God has drenched his disciples with forgiveness and mercy. Now they should continuously 

extend that same forgiveness. 
34 And his lord was angry, and delivered him to the tormentors (prison guards who inflict pain), 

till he should pay all that was due unto him. 

• …and how much was due? An infinite amount. 
35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye, from your hearts, forgive not 

everyone his brother their trespasses. 

• Jesus takes care of both sides of the situation…the transgressor and the body. 

• While the transgressor in v17 should repent to stay within the covenant body, or ekklesia, it 

is just as important that forgiveness is extended to the transgressor who repents. 

• What is the end result for both sides? The end result is that all are restored as equal brothers 

and sisters of innocence and dependence upon God as little children into the kingdom. 
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Matthew 19 

19 And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, he departed from Galilee, 

and came into the coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan; 

• A considerable amount of time has passed since Jesus’ last preaching in Matt 18 and the start 

of Matt 19, where Jesus is now on his way to celebrate his last Passover. 

• After Jesus’ preaching in Matt 18, many important events occurred before Matt 19 begins: 

o Jesus sends the 70 disciples (Lk 10) 

o Jesus departs Galilee passing through Samaria (Lk 9; Jn 7) 

o He heals the 10 lepers (Lk 17) 

o Jesus teaches publicly at the Feast of Tabernacles (Jn 7) 

o Jesus contends with those that took a woman taken in adultery (Jn 8) 

o Jesus escapes the unbelieving Jews who he just reproved (Jn 8) 

o Instruction of the lawyer and the parable of the good Samaritan (Lk 10) 

o Jesus at the house of Mary and Martha (Lk 10) 

o The return of the 70 disciples (Lk 10) 

o The healing of the blind man on the Sabbath (Jn 9) 

o The festival of dedication (Jn 10) 

o Raising of Lazarus (Jn 11) 

o Caiaphas prophecies Jesus being the one man that would die for all, and councils the 

chief priests and Pharisees to put Jesus to death, so people would not believe on him. 

• So now we are up to speed with Jesus, here in Matt and in Mark 10, on the eastern coast of 

the Jordan directly across from Judaea. This are is known as Perea.  
2 And great multitudes followed him; and he healed them there. 
3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to 

put away his wife for every cause? 
4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the 

beginning made them male and female, 
5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and 

the two shall be one flesh? 
6 Wherefore they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not 

man put asunder. 

• The two have been put together as one by God himself. Man cannot undo what God has 

done. 
7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put 

her away? 

• The Pharisees were referring to 

Deut 24:1 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find 

no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness (some indecency) in her: then 

let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house. 

And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife. 

• Deut 24:1 was a debatable passage among the rabbis, and their positions were based on how 

they translated the phrase “some indecency in anything”: 

o School of Shammai: “A man may not divorce his wife unless he has found 

unchastity in her, for it is written, ‘Because he hath found in her indecency in 

anything’.” 
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Shammai held that adultery required divorce. 

o School of Hillel: “He may divorce her even if she spoiled a dish for him, for it is 

written, ‘Because he has found in her indecency in anything’.” 

Hillel held that a man can divorce his wife for anything he considers indecent. 

• Jesus disagreed with both schools! In Jesus’ day, adultery and reasons for divorce were cast 

upon the woman. 
8 He said unto them, Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, suffered you to put away 

your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 

• While the Pharisees references the law given by Moses after the Exodus, Jesus trumps their 

reference with a much older one that goes back to the very beginning (Gen 2:18-24). In other 

words God designed marriage to be permanent. 

• Jesus said that it was because of their hard and sinful hearts that Moses wrote that precept. In 

other words, there are 2 things at play here: 

o There is the ethical law in which all divorce is sin that derives from hard hearts. 

▪ Marriage is an institution created by God himself. 

▪ While man plays a part in this institution by recognizing the joining of a man 

with his wife, and also recognizes all the rights and responsibilities of that 

marriage…it is God who makes the marriage so. 

o Then there is civil law that allows divorce to prevent even worse things from 

happening. 
9 And I say unto you, Whoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 

marry another, commits adultery: and whoever marries her which is put away doth commit 

adultery. 

• Notice that Jesus says, “I say unto you” – He does not reference Hillel or Shammai but 

himself! This then is his laws of the kingdom. 

• Do we believe this when we pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven”? 

• In Matthew 5:32, a man is the cause of his wife’s adultery if he divorces her (unless she was 

already in an adulterous affair). 

• Now in Matt 19:9, a man who puts his wife away to marry another woman is an adulterer. 

• The famous “exception clause” is not a loophole for “proper divorce” and/or remarriage. 

The passage shows Jesus to be condemning every kind of infidelity…showing how truly 

impossible the Law is for us to keep…not providing excuses for divorce and remarriage. 

• This exception exists on because of our hard and sinful hearts. It is not to be lifted up as a 

righteous standard. 

• Jesus was not saying divorce is OK if it was the result of the woman committing fornication. 

How much more so should Jesus put us away after we adulterate his very name with our 

sins? 

• Jesus hates all divorce! There is no exception or righteous allowance for it. 

Malachi 2:10 
10 Have we not all one Father (Father = God see Isa63:16. also refers to Father of the 

firstborn, Exo 4:22; Jer 31:9)? 

Has not one God created us (see the Shema in Deut 6:4 that requires worship with our entire 

being)? 
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Why do we deal treacherously (Heb: Baygad – unfaithfully) with one another 

By profaning the covenant of the fathers?  

o This is the 3rd of 6 disputes given by Malachi concerning of the breaking of the terms of 

the covenant agreed to in Exo 24:1-8; Deut 7:1-4). 

o All 6 disputes concern the defiling of the sanctuary because of disobedience to YHWH’s 

commands. 
11 Judah has dealt unfaithfully,  

And an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem, 

For Judah has profaned 

The Lord’s holy institution which He loves: 

He has married the daughter of a foreign god. 

o 1st, they were unfaithful to God, His covenant with them, and the institution of marriage 

created by God 

2 Cor 6:14 - Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship 

hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 
12 May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob 

The man who does this, being awake and aware (referring to the teachers and all of those 

taught in the Hebrew Scriptures), 

Yet who brings an offering to the Lord of hosts! 

And this is the second thing you do:  

You cover the altar of the Lord with tears, 

With weeping and crying; 

So He does not regard the offering anymore, 

Nor receive it with goodwill from your hands. 

o This sounds like the sacrifices given to God by Cain (Gen 4:5). 

o Their offerings coupled with weeping and crying emulated how foreign idols were 

worshipped (1 Kgs 18:26-30). 
14 Yet you say, “For what reason?” 

Because the Lord has been witness 

Between you and the wife of your youth, 

With whom you have dealt unfaithfully; 

Yet she is your companion 

And your wife by covenant. 

o 2nd, the men were unfaithful to their Jewish wives. While noticing the faults of their 

spouse in comparison to their biblical interpretations of godly worship, they felt justified 

in their dealings with their wives that ultimately led to divorce. 

o This divorce then freed them to marry foreign women. 

o Notice that YAHWEH is the witness of the hearts and secret actions of men, whereas 

they interpreted the Law as only having witnesses of men. 
15 But did He not make them one. 

Having a remnant (or residue) of the Spirit? 

And why one? 

He seeks godly offspring. 

o God could have just created all of the people who would exist, but instead he created all 

people through His institution of the marriage covenant. 
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Therefore take heed to your spirit,  

And let none deal unfaithfully with the wife of his youth. 
16 “For the Lord God of Israel says 

That He hates divorce, 

For it covers one’s garment with violence,” (see grammar of Lev 13:47-58; Ez 24:7; Job 

36:32) 

o This is the exact Hebrew word construction used in Num 16:33 where 250 leaders from 

various tribes attempted a mutiny against Moses and Aaron and God consumed them: 

They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed 

upon them: and they perished from among the congregation. 

The violence of the earth covered them. 

o The strong statement that God hates divorce is amplified even greater with a stronger 

description of it. 

o It cannot be hid from the Lord…it is all over us. Yet repentance can lead to an opposite 

conclusion. Contrast “covering of one’s garment with violence” with the garments of the 

redeemed saints in Rev 7:14 - And I said unto him, Sir, thou knows. And he said to me, 

These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

Says the Lord of hosts. 

“Therefore take heed to your spirit,  

That you do not deal unfaithfully.” 
10 His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry. 
11 But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. 

• Only those “All men cannot receive this saying…” – Jesus is agreeing with the disciples but 

also adds the severity of the demand of being single as being beyond the capacity of all men 

but a select few. 

• The select few is then described at the end of v.12. 
12 For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some 

eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves 

eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it. 

• See 1 Cor 7:7-9 for those that made themselves eunuchs metaphorically for the sake of the 

kingdom 
13 Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and 

pray: and the disciples rebuked them. 

• “Little children” – Luke 18:15-17 describes these children as being infants 

• Today we have baby dedications in the church. This would have been very similar to that. 

The parents must have had a certain belief and hope in Jesus to even bring their infants to 

Jesus in order to consecrate their children to God. 

• The disciples may have thought these infants would be too much trouble as Jesus was 

probably dealing with so many other people already. 
14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children (Leave them alone), and forbid them not, to come unto 

me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 

• What are the distinctions of approaching the kingdom as a child? 
15 And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence. 

• So, the lesson again is that we have to come to the kingdom as little children. Jesus is about 

to show another example of how we need to be dependent on him in the case of the rich man. 
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16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may 

have eternal life? 
17 And he said unto him, Why do you call me good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but 

if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 

• Mark 10:17-31 records that this man had run to see Jesus, and in response, Jesus loved him. 

• Notice the contrast between the man’s notion of God and Jesus description of good: 

o The man’s form of good is quantitative…based on his own actions that can merit 

eternal life. He truly seeks to justify himself. 

o Jesus’s form of good is qualitative…based on God’s perfect moral essence as 

described by the 10 commandments. 

Eccl 7:20 

For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not. 

• Remember, the man had run to see Jesus to see how he can enter into eternal life. Jesus 

immediately drew a distinction between the man’s definition of good and God’s definition of 

good. 

• Jesus is going to show the impossibility of this man to gain eternal life based on his 

definition of good…Jesus does this by prodding the man to keep all of commandments. 
18 He said unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit 

adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
19 Honor thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 

• Jesus lists commandments 5-9 which deals with our relationships with other people. These 

are outward actions that esteem others. 

• Loving your neighbor as yourself encapsulates all of the other commands he listed. 
20 The young man said unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 

• The man’s response may be a mixture of pride and also a bit of desperation as well. 
21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and 

thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 
22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great 

possessions. 

• Now Jesus gets to the man’s heart in the matter. 

o The man was following the fine points of the law but not exactly the heart of it. He 

esteemed his own wealth over the poor when he was supposed to be loving his 

neighbor as himself. 

o Also, how important is eternal life to this man…really? Was he really willing to do 

anything to gain eternal life in the kingdom? To submit yourself is to also submit 

your possessions. 

• Jesus was not guiding this man to a works-based salvation. He was isolating the very thing 

the man would not let go of in order to enter the kingdom. 

o To gain eternal life, all the man had to do was to follow Jesus’ command to give all to 

the poor and follow Jesus. 

o The fact that the man wouldn’t do it shows that he did not put his personal trust in 

Jesus as Lord of his life… he lacked faith and therefore could not obey Jesus’ 

command. 

o Remember that to enter eternal life in the kingdom is to approach it as a child…not to 

be dependent on ourselves, our abilities, or our possessions. 
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• Jesus gave him a direct invitation. He declined and went away. Jesus did not chase him 

down. 
23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter 

into the kingdom of heaven. 
24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 

rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

• There are other translations of this text: 

o Camel (Grk: kamelos) should be interpreted as rope (Grk: kamilos) instead. This 

would translate as, “It is easier for a rope to pass through the eye of a needle…” 

o Eye of the needle refers to a specific gate that was only large enough for people to 

pass through. This would translate as, “It is easier for a camel to pass through the 

small gate…” 

• All of these translations lead to the same conclusion: Entering the kingdom of God requires 

great sacrifice for the rich. 
25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed (shocked), saying, Who then can 

be saved? 

• This teaching flew in the face of conventional wisdom that considered many of the rich to be 

more blessed by God and therefore more in favor with Him. 
26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all 

things are possible. 

• In this statement, Jesus says there is nothing man can do to merit salvation. Salvation comes 

from God and God alone. 
27 Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what 

shall we have therefore? 

• Peter as the spokesman of the disciples does well to ask his question…he understands the 

teaching and is now seeking application to him and his brothers who have obeyed Jesus to 

give up everything they have to follow him. 
28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 

regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 

twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

• What is the regeneration referring to? – The regeneration of the world in the millennial 

kingdom after Jesus’ 2nd coming when he ascends the throne of David. 
29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, 

or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit 

everlasting life. 
30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. 
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Matthew 20 

• KINGDOM PARABLE: The Workers in the Vineyard 

• This is a bad chapter break. Matt 20:1-16 is a continuation of Matt 19. 

• Remember that the context of this continuing passage is in the context of a kingdom truth 

that flies in the face of conventional wisdom (see Matt 19:23-25) 

20 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, which went out early in 

the morning to hire laborers into his vineyard. 

• Householder = A master whose sphere of authority and influence is the household estate and 

its workers. 

• It was common in Jesus’ day for the landowner to get up early and go into the market place 

to hire day laborers 

• The 1st hour began at sunrise, the 6th hour ended at noon, and the 12th hour ended at sunset 

• Vineyard is often a metaphor for Israel in the OT (Isa 5:1-7) 
2 And when he had agreed with the laborers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 

• 1 Penney = 1 denarius = 1 day’s wage 
3 And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 

• Third hour = 8-9 a.m. 
4 And said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And 

they went their way. 

• These day laborers would have presumed that they would be paid less since they have 

worked less. 
5 Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. 

• 6th hour = 11-12 a.m. and 9th hour = 2-3 p.m. 
6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and said unto them, 

Why stand ye here all the day idle? 

• 11th hour = 4-5 p.m. There is only one working hour left in the day. 

• There must have been urgency on the part of the householder to bring in the crops. This 

recalls Matthew 9:35-38 

35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among 

the people. 

36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they 

fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 

37 Then said he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few; 

38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest. 
7 They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He said unto them, Go ye also into the 

vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. 
8 So when even was come (the end of the 12th hour), the lord of the vineyard said unto his 

steward, Call the laborers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. 
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• What would have happened if those hired 1st would have been paid 1st? Well they would 

have left satisfied and the point of the parable would have been lost! ☺ 
9 And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny 

(denarius = a full day’s wage). 

• This example of grace by the householder is parallel to the grace that God extends to __ 
10 But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise 

received every man a penny (a full day’s wage). 
11 And when they had received it, they murmured (grumbled) against the goodman of the house 

(householder), 

• Grumbling and complaining is really just another way to say that one has found a fault with 

someone else. 
12 Saying, These last have worked but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which 

have born the burden and heat of the day. 
13 But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with 

me for a penny? 

• So now, the 1st workers thought that fairness centered around when the work started instead 

of the terms of the contract. 
14 Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. 
15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? 

• Matt 6:23 
23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that 

is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 

• Deut 15:9 

Beware that there be not a thought in thy wicked heart, saying, The seventh year, the year of 

release, is at hand; and thine eye be evil against thy poor brother, and thou givest him nought; 

and he cry unto the Lord against thee, and it be sin unto thee. 

• Prov 23:6 
 Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, neither desire thou his dainty meats: 

• The eye is called evil in these cases because envy and malice come about by the eyes towards 

others. 
16 So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen. 

• Jesus sums up Matt 19:30 in reverse order this time but with the same meaning. 

• “The first shall be last” – The kingdom is about role reversal from the ways of the world to 

the ways of the kingdom 

o In Matt 19:25, the disciples are amazed…if the rich, who must be favored by God to 

have their wealth, have a hard time gaining eternal life. Then who can stand a 

chance? 

o Jesus says those poor in spirit who in 19:29 forsook houses, friends, family and land 

for his name’s sake shall be first by gaining eternal life. 
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• In Matthew 20:16 There is another role reversal: all those that come into the kingdom shall 

receive the same promise of eternal life (desired by the rich man in 19:16, 25) whether they 

were saints that became servants of the Lord as children or whether they became saints upon 

their deathbed. The kingdom laws are centered on the Grace of God towards us…always 

remember that. 
17 And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said unto 

them, 
18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and 

unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, 
19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third 

day he shall rise again. 

• Matthew reminds us again that Jesus was on his way up to Jerusalem. His trip started out in 

Galilee (19:1) but his 10-mile ascent upwards to Jerusalem would start at Jericho. 

• Jesus prophesies 3rd and last time about his coming death and resurrection and gives a bit 

more detail than he had before. 
20 Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping him, and 

desiring a certain thing of him. 

• Her sons are James and John, the “beloved disciple”. 

• The mother was apparently traveling with Jesus and ministering to him along the trip 

Matt 27:55-56 
55 And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, 

ministering unto him: 
56 Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the 

mother of Zebedee’s children. 
21 And he said unto her, What wilt thou? She said unto him, Grant that these my two sons may 

sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 

• Where is this kingdom? 

• This seating would be places of authority where James and John would occupy the 1st and 2nd 

highest rank after Jesus himself. 
22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I 

shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, 

We are able. 

• The cup refers to suffering 

Matthew 26:39 
39 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

John 18:11 
11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath 

given me, shall I not drink it? 
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23 And he said unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that 

I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be 

given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 

• Both sons answered “We are able” and indeed both suffered greatly for their testimony of 

Jesus. 

o James would eventually be martyred by Herod Agrippa (Acts 12:1-2) 

o The early church claims John was boiled in oil and lived but was banished to the 

island of Patmos (Rev 1:9). He is said to have died an old man in Ephesus (Jn 21:23). 
24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brethren. 

• The 10 disciples were annoyed at the wrong desire for James and John’s desire to outrank all 

others. 
25 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise 

dominion over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. 
26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your 

minister; 
27 And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: 
28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 

ransom for many. 

• This is the another instance of kingdom role reversal where leaders are to minister/serve 

those that they are leading. 

• The king of this very kingdom, Jesus, came to minister and give his very life as a ransom. 

• Ransom is a motif of the atonement. Why is it used with regard to the atonement? 
29 And as they departed from Jericho, a great multitude followed him. 
30 And, behold, two blind men sitting by the way side, when they heard that Jesus passed by, 

cried out, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David. 

• The blind men seek help and identify Jesus as the Messiah who can save them. 
31 And the multitude rebuked them, because they should hold their peace: but they cried the 

more, saying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David. 

• Now the blind men cry louder to seek help and identify Jesus as their Lord and their Messiah 

who can save them. 
32 And Jesus stood still, and called them, and said, What will ye that I shall do unto you? 
33 They say unto him, Lord, that our eyes may be opened. 
34 So Jesus had compassion on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes received 

sight, and they followed him. 

• This is the final episode before Jesus arrives in Jerusalem. 

• Jesus is shown to be the Messiah of David’s line. 

• Jesus is still showing his great concern for the outcasts of society and heals these two blind 

men who the multitude tried to silence. 

• How loud do we cry out to Jesus as our Messiah and Lord when a few, let alone a multitude, 

does not want to hear us? 
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Matthew 21 

PALM SUNDAY 

JESUS ENTERS JERUSALEM AS KING 

21 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of 

Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 

• Bethphage located near Bethany on the east side of the Mount of Olives 

• The Mount of Olives looks out across the Kidron Valley across the panorama of Jerusalem 
2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass 

tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 
3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway 

he will send them. 
4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, 

and a colt the foal of an ass. 

• Jesus conflates 2 messianic verses together in this saying: 

Isaiah 62:11 
11 Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of 

Zion, Behold, thy salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. 

o Salvation is described as a person. 

o Some English Bible translations and Jewish translations that capitalize pronouns such 

as he, him and his that refer to God have these pronouns capitalized. Meaning the 

identity of the person of Salvation is God. 

o The Hebrew word for salvation, yesha, is believed to prophecy the name of Jesus 

himself, Yeshua. 

Zechariah 9:9 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King 

cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a 

colt the foal of an ass. 

o Here the God of Salvation from Isaiah is referred to as the King of Israel 

o Matthew is proclaiming that the Salvation of Israel, the Messianic King of Israel and 

Jesus of Nazareth are one. 
6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 
7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 

• Jesus did not sit simultaneously upon both animals (see the Hebrew parallelism with the 

word “and” in verse 5…meaning “yes even on a colt”). Also, see Mk 11:7 and Lk 19:35. 

o Jesus shows the humiliation of his 1st coming, The colt is the young offspring of a 

beast of burden…so it has even lower status than the adult beast. 

o Even Solomon, another son of David, entered Jerusalem the same way in 1 Kgs 1:38-

40 
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• Let’s read what the Talmud itself says about the Messiah: 

“Rabbi Alexandri said, ‘Rabbi Y’hoshua set two verses against each other: It is written, “And behold, 

one like the son of man came with the clouds of heaven” (Daniel 7:13), while elsewhere it is written, 

“See, your king comes unto you, … humbly riding on a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). [He resolved the 

paradox by saying that] if they deserve it [he will come] with the clouds of heaven, but if not, lowly 

and riding on an ass.’ ” (Sanhedrin 98a) 

o While the Talmud obscures the 1st and 2nd comings of the Messiah, it does relate the one who 

comes with the glory clouds of heaven as the same person who comes riding a lowly donkey. 
8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the 

trees, and laid them in the way. 

• This would have most likely been the peasants who followed Jesus to Jerusalem from 

Nazareth…unlike the city dwellers there. 
9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of 

David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

• “Hosanna to the Son of David” means “Please deliver us, Son of David!” 

• The crowd knew Jesus declared himself to be the Messiah and were praising him. 

• This was actually a prayer of praise from Psalm 118:19-29 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the Lord: 

20 This gate of the Lord, into which the righteous shall enter. 

21 I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. 

22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 

23 This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Save now, I beseech thee, O Lord: O Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 

26 Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: we have blessed you out of the 

house of the Lord. 

27 God is the Lord, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the 

horns of the altar. 

28 Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 

29 O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endures forever. 
10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 
11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 

• Who is the “multitude”? The people that followed Jesus from Nazareth 
12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the 

temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, 
13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have 

made it a den of thieves. 

• Jesus quotes Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11 
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• “Money Changers” – Those that converted the Roman currency to the temple shekel. They 

would rip the people off with their exchange rates. 

• “Merchants” – Those who did not bring their animals for a sacrifice could buy them there. 

This was especially true for the poor. According to Lev 5:7-10, the poor could offer doves as 

sacrifice. The merchants were growing rich from charging too much for the doves, and taking 

advantage of the poor. 

• In Messianic times of the 3rd temple, there will be no more merchants in the house of Adonai 

of Hosts. 

Zechariah 14:21 
21 Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the Lord of hosts: and all 

they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and seethe therein: and in that day there shall 

be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts. 

The word used for merchant or trafficker or trader is literally, “Canaanite” cf. Job 40:30; 

Prov 31:24 
14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them. 

• Notice that God cleans out his temple before he heals. His miraculous work happens in a 

house that is cleansed and ready for worship. 

THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS IS QUESTIONED 
15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children 

crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the son of David; they were sore displeased, 
16 And said unto him, Do you hear what these say? And Jesus said unto them, Yea; have ye never 

read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? 

• The chief priests and scribes weren’t just upset of what the people were saying, they were 

also upset that he didn’t disavow his messianic title. 

• Jesus answers by quoting Psalms 8:2 

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine 

enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 
17 And he left them, and went out of the city into Bethany; and he lodged there. 

• Bethany was about 2 miles from Jerusalem, and Jesus probably stayed with Mary, Martha, 

and Lazarus (Lk 10:38; Jn 11:1-44; 12:1-3) 

MONDAY 
18 Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he was hungry. 
19 And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves 

only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward forever. And presently the fig tree 

withered away. 

• Now were not going to get into the growing seasons of fig trees, but we’ll just say this: 

o Figs would start to grow just before the leaves would come out. 

o Once the leaves came out, it is hard to see the fruit because the figs were green in 

color like the leaves. 
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o So not knowing from a distance if the tree actually had fruit, Jesus, in his hungry 

condition, approached the far away tree happily to inspect it…only to find that there 

was no fruit. (cf. Mrk 11:12-14, 20-21) 

o In the Bible, the fig tree many times represents Israel, and fruitless fig trees 

represented judgement (Isa 34:4; Jer 24:1-10; Hos 2:12; Joel 1:7) 

o In this context of Israel rejecting their King (the Son of David) and rejecting the 

holiness of his house (the Temple). Israel had no fruit. They had no true worship of 

God, they were not pointing the nations to God, and instead, they were defying him. 

o Jesus was in effect cursing Israel. He would shed many tears for what would 

eventually happen to them after his ascension to heaven. 
20 And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away! 
21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye 

shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be 

thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. 

• Compare this to having faith as a mustard seed in Matt 17:20. 
22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive. 

• It doesn’t say “and all things that ye ask”. Notice it is “all things that ye ask in prayer” 

o The power does not come from ourselves 

o The asking in prayer submits our requests to the will of God. 

o The asking comes from a complete humbling of ourselves and pure trust and reliance 

upon what God wants. 

TUESDAY 
23 And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 

unto him as he was teaching, and said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave 

thee this authority? 

• They were questioning Jesus about what he had done the previous day in the temple (driving 

out the money changers and the merchants, healing and teaching) 

• Authority (GRK: exousia; HEB: smikhah) – They are asking who dared to have ordained 

Jesus…who dared  to lay their hands on Jesus to transferred the rights away from the priests 

and the board of elders to judge and decide points of halakhah? 

• When was Jesus ordained for his ministry? He was baptized by John the Baptist and he was 

ordained by the Father and the Holy Spirit of the triune God. 
24 And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell me, I 

likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things. 
25 The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? (the use of “heaven” was a 

Hebrew way of referring to God without using his sacred name) And they reasoned with 

themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then 

believe him? 
26 But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet. 
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27 And they answered Jesus, and said, We cannot tell. And he said unto them, Neither tell I you 

by what authority I do these things. 

• Many Christians read this and think that Jesus did not answer their question, but he actually 

did. They just don’t want to believe in the authority of Jesus’ ordination that is actually plain 

to them. Jesus does not cast his pearls before the swine of those who reject truth. 

JESUS GIVES 3 PARABLES 

Parable #1 
28 But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go 

work today in my vineyard. 
29 He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. 
30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went 

not. 
31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus said unto 

them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God 

before you. 
32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the 

publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that 

ye might believe him. 

• This is very interesting. When I taught the introduction to this class several years ago…I 

spoke of how Matthew brings up key statements by Jesus that were meaningful to himself. 

Matthew was a publican, or tax collector, before Jesus commanded Matthew to follow him. 

• The 1st son represents repentant sinners 

• The 2nd son represents the religious leaders who reject Jesus 

JESUS SHOWS THE DEFIANCE TOWARDS GOD THROUGHOUT ISRAEL’S HISTORY 

Parable #2 
33 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged 

it round about, and dug a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and 

went into a far country: 

• Jesus is quoting Isaiah 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

I will sing for the one I love 

    a song about his vineyard: 

My loved one had a vineyard 

    on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones 

    and planted it with the choicest vines. 

He built a watchtower in it 

    and cut out a winepress as well. 

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 

    but it yielded only bad fruit. 
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3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 

    judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard 

    than I have done for it? 

When I looked for good grapes, 

    why did it yield only bad? 
5 Now I will tell you 

    what I am going to do to my vineyard: 

I will take away its hedge, 

    and it will be destroyed; 

I will break down its wall, 

    and it will be trampled. 
6 I will make it a wasteland, 

    neither pruned nor cultivated, 

    and briers and thorns will grow there. 

I will command the clouds 

    not to rain on it.” 
7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty 

    is the nation of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

    are the vines he delighted in. 

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 

    for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 
34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they 

might receive the fruits of it. 
35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another. 

• Many prophets were beaten and killed. Isaiah, whom Jesus was quoting was cut in half with a 

wood saw. 
36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise. 
37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son. 
38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let 

us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 

• Let us kill him and take the vineyard and its fruit to ourselves. The high priest, Pharisees and 

scribes wanted to bring adoration from the people to themselves rather than to God. 
39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him. 
40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen? 
41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard 

unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons. 
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42 Jesus said unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders 

rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous 

in our eyes? 

• Jesus is quoting Psalms 118:21-23 
21 I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. 
22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner. 
23 This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

• The rejected stone is the Messiah, Jesus, who comes from Yahweh. Salvation is found in no 

one else! (Acts 4:11-12; Rom 9:33; Eph 2:20; 1 Pet 2:7) 

Acts 4:11-12 

11 This is the stone which was set at naught of you builders, which is become the head of the 

corner. 

12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 

among men, whereby we must be saved. 
43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation 

bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

• Jesus is agreeing with the answer of the Pharisees and chief priests in v. 41. 

• Compare this to the barren fig tree in v. 18-22, which was a symbolic act of judgment against 

Jerusalem and its leaders. 

• In rejecting the Messiah, Jerusalem is failing to fulfill its purpose – Just like the fig tree. 

• The kingdom would be given over to the gentiles 

Acts 28:28 

Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that 

they will hear it. 
44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 

grind him to powder. 

• “This stone” – refers to the cornerstone of v. 42 

• The point of this verse is the climactic take-away of the parable of the husbandmen who 

slayed the householder’s son. 

o The apparent vulnerability of the son from the parable is contrasted with the actual 

vulnerability of all others in relation to Jesus’ permanence and solidity of being the 

“stone”. 

o While the husbandmen (Jewish leaders, etc.) will kill Jesus, in the end, all who reject him 

will be broken and crushed into a powder that is winnowed. 

o The people are being challenged: Do you side with the Son in his permanence, or do you 

side with the leaders who think they can do away with the one who threatens their claim 

upon the vineyard? 

Midrash Esther 3:6 

If a stone falls on a pot, woe to the pot! If the pot falls on the stone, woe to the pot! Either 

way, woe to the pot!” 
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Isa 8:14-15 

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to 

both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

15 And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be 

taken. 

Isa 28:16 
16 Therefore thus says the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 

stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste (be 

panicked). 

• And in the end times, this stone also has significance: 

Daniel 2:34-35 
34 Thou saw till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet 

that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, 

and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, 

that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great 

mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

Daniel 2:44-45 
44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never 

be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces 

and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 
45 Forasmuch as thou saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that 

it broke in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath 

made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the 

interpretation thereof sure. 
45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he spoke 

of them. 
46 But when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the multitude, because they took him 

for a prophet. 

• When the Pharisees realized Jesus spoke of them, there were 2 ways they could respond: 

o Repent 

o Attack 
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Matthew 22 

Parable #3 

22 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, 

• Jesus is answering what is in their mind, not anything they have said. 

• Now, the Pharisees were already enraged and wanted to kill him, but Jesus goes on to tell yet 

another parable to show how they would reject the gospel. 

• What is the context for the upcoming parable? The cursed fig tree in 21:18-22, or the 

rejection of the good news of the kingdom of the Messiah who has come. 
2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 
3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were invited to the wedding: and they would not 

come. 

• Jesus is referring to the end-times marriage feast: 

o Jesus referred to this feast earlier when speaking about the centurion. 

Matthew 8:10-12 
10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell 

you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many 

will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the 

kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” 

o This will be a time when the people of God will enjoy fellowship in his fully 

inaugurated kingdom 

Revelation 19:6-9 
6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and 

like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 

“Hallelujah! 

    For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
7 Let us rejoice and be glad 

    and give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 

    and his bride has made herself ready. 
8 Fine linen, bright and clean, 

    was given her to wear.” 

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 

wedding supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” 

o To refuse an invitation to a wedding feast was a huge and shocking insult to the 

King’s son and also the authority of the King. In verse 5-6 we’ll see these are the 

same people who respond to the kingdom of heaven with indifference and hostility. 
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4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are invited, Behold, I have 

prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the 

marriage. 

• Even in their rejection, the King still reached out to them, and gave them another chance. Just 

as the vineyard owner did in Matt 21. 
5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 
6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 

• This relates again to the persecution on martyrdom of Israel’s prophets 

• Those in unbelief respond in 2 ways to the gospel: indifference and violence. Both are part of 

one unified group in disbelief however. 

o Those that tended their farms and trading of merchandise were too busy with their 

lives to be bothered with religion. 

o A part of them however resorted to violence 
7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed 

those murderers, and burned up their city. 

• This refers to the future time in AD 70 when General Titus and his legions of armies would 

destroy Jerusalem. 

• Read Josephus Wars of the Jews 
8 Then he said to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were invited were not 

worthy. 
9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, invite to the marriage. 

• The highways in Jewish literature of the time represented the main path that many people of 

all types travelled. The gentiles were said to “live among the highways and the hedges” in 

other words, cast out and despised. 

• The King’s invitation is now towards the gentiles as well. 
10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, 

both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 

• These gentiles were being gathered together through the invitation of the Gospel message 

• Good does not mean inherently good for there is none righteous, no not one. This is just 

referring to some being worse than others. All of them needed the invitation of the gospel 
11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding 

garment: 
12 And he said unto him, Friend, why did you come in here not wearing a wedding garment? And 

he was speechless. 

• Kings would give changes of clothes to their guests: Gen 45:22; 2Kgs 10:22 Esther 6:8; 8:15 
13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him 

into outer darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

• This would allude to a judgment of those hypocrites not wearing the wedding garments 

• The result is that the hypocrites will be cast into a place of torment away from the king and 

the other invitees 
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14 For many are called, but few are chosen. 

• This summarizes the theme of the preceding 3 parables. While many are invited into God’s 

kingdom (repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand), not all who consider themselves part 

of God’s kingdom are genuine members of it: 

o Matt 7:13-14 

13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leads 

to destruction, and many there be which go in there of: 

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leads unto life, and few 

there be that find it. 

o Matt 13:4-7 – The 4 soils 

4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and 

devoured them up: 

5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they 

sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: 

6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they 

withered away. 

7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 

8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some a hundredfold, some 

sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 

9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

o Matt 13:30, 40-43 

30 Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 

reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but 

gather the wheat into my barn. 

40 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end 

of this world. 

41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his 

kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 

42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of 

teeth. 

43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who 

hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

o Matt 13:32 

32 Which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest 

among herbs, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the 

branches thereof. 

o Matt 13:33 

o 33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, 

which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

===================================================================== 
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15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk. 
16 And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, Master, we know that 

thou art true, and teaches the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou 

regards not the person of men. 
17 Tell us therefore, What do you think? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or not? 

• This is pretty amazing trickery on behalf of the Pharisees. 

o 1st they gather witness from both sides to be able to condemn Jesus. 

▪ The disciples of the Pharisees would be against the taxation of Rome and 

would not accept any answer that was against their legal and national 

interests. 

▪ The Herodians supported Herod Antipas and therefore Rome as well. They 

would not accept any answer that defied Caesar and therefore Herod as well. 

o 2nd they framed their question by starting out with flattery in order to provoke Jesus 

into criticizing the imperial taxes. 
18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 
19 Shew me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. 
20 And he said unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? 
21 They say unto him, Caesar's. Then said he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things 

which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. 

• Jesus is not saying the money belongs to Caesar so, give your money and possessions to God 

• Jesus is saying to give the entirety of yourself to God 

o As the money bears the express image of Caesar and therefore belongs to Caesar 

o Every person bears the express image of God and therefore belongs to God 

Gen 1:27 

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male 

and female created he them. 

• According to our image, how do we give ourselves to God? 

o What does it mean to be made in the image and likeness of God? 

o For the carnal world? 

o The attributes of God 

▪ Non-communicable Attributes: His infinity, his eternality, his aseity, his 

immensity, his simplicity, his immutability 

Romans 11:33 
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 

unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 

▪ Communicable attributes of God: His holiness, righteousness, love, grace, 

mercy, longsuffering, goodness, loving kindness, truth, creativity, his 

thoughtfulness, his joy, etc… 

Leviticus 19:2 
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2 Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye 

shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy. 

o The results of being in the image of God vs the image of man 

Galatians 5:16-23 
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 

contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 

uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envy, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 

before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not 

inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 

faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

 

...and being that there is no law, neither the disciples of the Pharisees nor the Herodians could 

condemn Jesus. 
22 When they had heard these words, they marveled, and left him, and went their way. 

===================================================================== 
23 The same day came to him the Sadducees, which say that there is no resurrection, and asked 

him, 

• From Matthew 21:17 until now is still on the same day! Look at all the events that transpired: 

o Jesus curses the fig tree 

o Jesus’ ordination is questioned in the Temple 

o The Pharisees and scribes conspired to take Jesus away 

o Jesus gives 3 parables: 

▪ Invitation to the sons to work in the father’s vineyard 

▪ The householder, the tenant farmers, and the vineyard 

▪ The wedding of the king’s son 

o Jesus escapes the trap in the question concerning taxes to Caesar. 

o And the continues on while Jesus is at home in his temple: teaching and judging 

• The Sadducees ask a question about the future resurrection when they don’t even believe in it 

in order to get fresh with Jesus. 

• Apparently the Sadducees based their doctrine on the Torah alone, not the whole of 

Scriptures. 
24 Saying, Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife, 

and raise up seed unto his brother. (Deut 25:5-10) 
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25 Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first, when he had married a wife, deceased, 

and, having no issue, left his wife unto his brother: 
26 Likewise the second also, and the third, unto the seventh. 
27 And last of all the woman died also. 
28 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven? for they all had her. 
29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of 

God. 
30 For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of 

God in heaven. 
31 But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which was spoken unto you 

by God, saying, 

• The Sadducees appealed to Moses, but Jesus appeals to God 
32 I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of 

the dead, but of the living. 

• I AM (Heb: Ha yah; Grk: Ego Eimi) 

• Jesus quotes Exo 3:6 at the burning bush. By revealing himself as I AM rather than I WAS, 

God indicates that his relationship with the patriarchs is still ongoing long after their death. 

This is total proof for the resurrection. 

Exodus 3:6 

6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. 

See also: 

Rev 20:4-6 

4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw 

the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 

which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon 

their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the 

first resurrection. 

6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath 

no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 

years. 

Rev 20:11-15 

11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 

heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and 

another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those 

things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead 

which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 
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14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 
33 And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at his doctrine. 
34 But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered 

together. 

• So here were are again… The multitude is astonished at Jesus’ doctrine and his authority, 

while the Pharisees and Sadducees attempt trip him up before the people. What a witness to 

the people 
35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, 
36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 
37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy mind. 
38 This is the first and great commandment. 
39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

• Jesus masterfully answers their questions and now poses his own question for them… That 

alludes to his identity and the recognition of his identity by the crowds when he entered 

Jerusalem in 21:9, 15. 
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 
42 Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David. 

• Jesus asked that question knowing the Pharisees would easily get it right… 

• But Jesus is really asking, “What are your views of the Messiah concerning his genealogy?” 
43 He said unto them, How then does David in spirit call him Lord, saying, 

• Notice that David’s statement is inspired by the Holy Spirit 
44 The Lord (kyrios) said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy 

footstool? 

Psalm 110:1 

The LORD (Yahweh) said unto my (David) Lord (Adoni – a title referring to the Messiah as the 

true God), Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool. 

• In the ANE, warriors would stand on the necks of the defeated enemies as a sign of victory 

(Josh 10:24) 

• Jesus then asks how the doctrine of the Messiah being descended from David consistent with 

David’s quote calling the Messiah his Lord. 
45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? 

• We know that the Messiah, as man, was the Son of David, but as David’s Lord, he was the 

God of David. 
46 And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him 

any more questions. 

• Jesus did not embark on this questioning to parade himself around in victory over the 

Pharisees…he did it for the following reasons: 
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o To show the Pharisees how ignorant they were of the prophecies 

o To humble them in view of their ignorance 

o To bring to their attention the true doctrine respecting the Messiah as fully God and 

fully man. 

• The true emissaries of Satan are the religious leaders such as the Pharisees, scribes and the 

Sadducees. 

• It is Wednesday of the passion week. Jesus has been attacked mercilessly by these religious 

leaders in order to discredit him publicly so they could kill him without worrying about the 

crowds. 

• Jesus withstands all of their attacks with truth that confounds their wisdom. 

• Afterwards, the religious leaders, unable to answer truth, talked to him no more. 

• Jesus says one last bit to them in his sheer mercy. He reaffirms his identity as both fully man 

and fully God in 22:41-45 

• From here onward Jesus addresses the crowds and the disciples, and later he would only be 

addressing his disciples…those that gave everything to follow Jesus. 

• So now, he has stopped addressing the religious leaders, but is still addressing the disciples 

and the crowds. 

• And what topic gets the attention from Jesus? 
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Matthew 23 

23 Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, 

• Remember, we’re still on the 2nd day (Wed of the Passion week) after Jesus had triumphantly 

entered Jerusalem, purged the temple, and healed and taught from his house (temple) 

• This day began with the cursing of the fig tree and continues on in Ch 23 

o Jesus’ ordination is questioned in the Temple 

o The Pharisees and scribes conspired to take Jesus away 

o Jesus gives 3 parables: 

▪ Invitation to the sons to work in the father’s vineyard 

▪ The householder, the tenant farmers, and the vineyard 

▪ The wedding of the king’s son 

o Jesus escapes the trap of the Herodians and the disciples of the Pharisees concerning 

taxes to Caesar. 

o Jesus puts to bed the Sadducee’s misunderstanding concerning the resurrection of the 

dead 

o With authority, Jesus sums up all the laws into the 2 commandments. 

o With a simple question, Jesus reaches the bottom of their Messianic understanding 

• While Jesus is at home in his temple, he now switches from teacher to judge. 

• Remember that it is given to the Son of God, or Jesus, to judge men: 

John 5:21-29 

21 For as the Father raises up the dead, and quickens them; even so the Son quickens whom 

he will. 

22 For the Father judges no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 

23 That all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honors not the 

Son honors not the Father which hath sent him. 

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hears my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 

hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto 

life. 

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 

the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 

26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 

27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 

28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 

his voice, 

29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 

have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 

• Jesus withstands all of the religious leaders’ attacks with truth that confounds their wisdom. 

• Afterwards, the religious leaders, unable to answer truth, talked to him no more. 
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• Jesus says one last bit to them in his sheer mercy. He reaffirms his identity as both fully man 

and fully God in 22:41-45 

• From here onward Jesus addresses the crowds and the disciples, and later he would only be 

addressing his disciples…those that gave everything to follow Jesus. 

• So now, he has stopped addressing the religious leaders, but is still addressing the disciples 

and the crowds. 

• And what topic gets the attention from Jesus? 

Luke 20:45 

46 Beware of the scribes 

• This is Jesus’ final message to the crowds and what does he use this time to do? 

• This important final message is a warning and a message of condemnation. 

• Jesus warns the people about the false teachers and casts damnation upon them. 

• The greatest weapons of Satan are not the irreligious but the religious people, both the people 

and the laity. 

• The Spokesman for theological liberalism in the late 1920’s said this in an article called, 

“What’s the Matter with Preaching?”: 

Many preachers indulge habitually in what they call expository sermons. They take a passage 

from Scripture, and, proceeding on the assumption that the people attending the church that 

morning are deeply concerned about what the passage means, they spend their half hour or 

more on historical exposition of the verse or the chapter, ending with some attendant 

practical applications to the auditors. Could any procedure be more surely predestined to 

dullness and futility? Who seriously supposes that, as a matter of fact, one in a hundred of the 

congregation cares (to start with) what Moses, Isaiah, Paul, or John meant in those special 

verses, or came to church deeply concerned about it. Nobody else who talks to the public so 

assumes that the vital interests of the people are located in the meaning of words spoken 

2000 years ago. -- Harry Emerson Fosdick, “What Is the Matter with Preaching?” 

• He along with many Christians see expository preaching as the epitome of dullness and 

futility. Yet expository preaching is focused on letting the Word of God proclaim its own 

truths. Is that really dull to us? 

• Fosdick then goes on to say that Sermons should help listeners solve some problem: 

“Every sermon should have for its main business the solving of some problem — a vital, 

important problem puzzling minds, burdening consciences,” Fosdick said. “Any sermon 

which thus does tackle a real problem, throw even a little light on it, and help some 

individuals practically to find their way through it cannot be altogether uninteresting.” 

• That is not how we are to approach the Words of God! 

o We do not approach the Bible in order to see what we can get out of it for ourselves (this 

is self-centered) 

o We approach the Bible to listen to God and to understand who God is and how he works 

(this is God-centered) 
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• The religious people oppress the truth of God’s Word, they decentralize the gospel, and they 

attack the identity of the Messiah, Jesus. 

• Then these religious leaders say to people of all faiths, let’s get together to have a 

conversation. 

• Is this what Jesus did? No. He did not get together to have a conversation, but he instead cast 

condemnation. 
2 Saying The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 
3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their 

works: for they say, and do not. 

• This is why Jesus always refers to them as “hypocrites”! 
4 For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but 

they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 

• What are these heavy burdens that Jesus is referring to? Many people get this wrong! 

o It is not referring to the Law, because the Law is not grievous 

1 John 5:3 

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 

commandments are not grievous. 

o It is referring to the “traditions of the elders” 

Matthew 15:2 

Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their 

hands when they eat bread. 

The tradition of the elders refers to the Oral Torah, known as the Mishna, that had 

equal weight with the written Torah in Jesus’ day. 

o Jesus describes the Oral tradition of the elders as grievous heavy burdens, and he had 

previously stated the solution for the people bearing these burdens in… 

Matt 11:28-30 

28 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 

ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

When casting your cares upon Jesus, his laws are not burdensome. 

 

Hymn: Cast Your Eyes Upon Jesus – Helen Lemmel, 1922 

O soul are you weary and troubled? 

No light in the darkness you see? 

There's light for a look at the Savior, 

And life more abundant and free. 

 

Refrain 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in His wonderful face, 
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And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 

In the light of His Glory and Grace. 

 

Through death into life everlasting 

He passed, and we follow Him there; 

Over us sin no more hath dominion - 

For more than conquerors we are! 

 

His Word shall not fail you - He promised; 

Believe Him, and all will be well; 

Then go to a world that is dying, 

His perfect salvation to tell. 

 
5 But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and 

enlarge the borders of their garments, 

• They “made broad their phylacteries” worn on their foreheads 

Exodus 13:6 

And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, 

that the Lord's law may be in thy mouth: for with a strong hand hath the Lord brought thee 

out of Egypt. 

• They took this verse literally and made the boxes large to be readily seen by everyone 

• They “lengthened the tassels” 

Numbers 15:37-39 

37 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

38 Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders 

of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the 

borders a ribbon of blue: 

39 And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the 

commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your 

own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring: 

40 That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God. 

• These tassels were a symbol and reminder of God’s laws. In that sense, the tassels: 

o Reminded the person to love God with the entirety of his being 

o Reminded the person who saw his neighbors wearing it to love them as his self, and treat 

them fairly and honorably. 

• The Pharisees had perverted the whole reason for these commands. They “sought after their 

own hearts and their own eyes, after which they went a whoring” 

• How do we wear our phylacteries and our tassels? How well do we really inspect ourselves? 

o We should have biblical reasons for every belief we hold and for every approach we have 

to life? 
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o How willing are we to submit our freedoms and extraneous views in order to love a 

brother or a sister? → This is an issue in our church. We hold tight to views that have no 

bearing on why we are even here. Meanwhile we are not reaching our community. 
6 And love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, 
7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 
8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. 

• Jesus is not saying the titles of Rabbi, father, or master could not be used, but that they 

shouldn’t be used to exalt one person above another (see v. 12). 

o He was not against the wearing of tassels as Moses commanded, but he was against using 

them to exalt the wearer above others. 

Acts 22:1 

Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defense which I make now unto you. 

1 Tim 1:2 

Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father 

and Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Titus 1:4 

To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior. 

• This is a real issue in among independent baptist churches…in the form of Honorary 

Doctorate degrees. 
9 And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven. 

• “Fathers” was a term that was used for teachers. 
10 Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ. 
11 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 

• This gives us discernment in how to recognize a godly leader. He does not easily defensive 

of his title, position, and authority, but seeks to commit hard work to serving others. 
12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be 

exalted. 
13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 

against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. 
14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a 

pretense make long prayer: therefore, ye shall receive the greater damnation. 
15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one 

proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 

• This shows the destructive nature of their teaching 
16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; 

but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! 
17 Ye fools and blind: for what is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifies the gold? 
18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever swears by the gift that is 

upon it, he is guilty. 
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19 Ye fools and blind: for what is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifies the gift? 
20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, swears by it, and by all things thereon. 
21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, swears by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. 
22 And he that shall swear by heaven, swears by the throne of God, and by him that sits thereon. 

• Remember in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:33-37), Jesus taught his disciples to avoid 

swearing oaths. 
23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, 

and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to 

have done, and not to leave the other undone. 
24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 

• Isa 1:17; Jer 22:3; Zech 7:9-10; Mic 6:8; Hab 2:4 
25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and 

of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 
26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of 

them may be clean also. 

• Righteousness starts in the heart first. 
27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which 

indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 
28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and 

iniquity. 

• Jewish people of the day would paint the tombs white so other Jews would not become 

unclean through inadvertent contact with a corpse. This would especially be the case during 

Jewish festivals when Jerusalem was filled with many travelers.  
29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, 

and garnish the sepulchers of the righteous, 
30 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with 

them in the blood of the prophets. 
31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the 

prophets. 
32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 

• Jesus is instructing them to finish the murderous deeds of their fathers alluding to his own 

impending death. 
33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

• Jesus referred to them as vipers all the way back in Matt 3:7 
34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye 

shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them 

from city to city: 

• Notice who has the authority to send out prophets, wise men and scribes? 
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35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of 

righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple 

and the altar. 

• Many Bibles will show a cross-reference from this Zechariah son of Barachias to a Zechariah 

son of Jehoiada named in 2 Chron 24:20. While they were both prophets that were martyred, 

they were not the same person. 

o In Zech 1:1 we see that Zechariah, the son of Barachias the son of Iddo, became a 

prophet in the 2nd year of Darius, Emperor of Persia around 520 BC. The last martyred 

prophet at the end of the OT. 

o In 2 Chron 24:20, Zechariah son of Jehoiada lived during the latter years of the reign of 

Joash, King of Judah, around 835-796 BC – or about 300 years earlier 

• So what Jesus means “In filling up the measure of their fathers”, by killing Jesus and those 

sent by him, they will also be responsible for the murders of their fathers from the 1st murder 

in the beginning of the Hebrew Bible until the last prophet, Zechariah, at the end of the 

Hebrew Bible. 
36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation. 

• Again, Jesus is addressing the multitude 

• This alludes to the coming destruction of Jerusalem by General Titus in AD 70 
37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kills the prophets, and stones them which are sent unto thee, 

how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathers her chickens under 

her wings, and ye would not! 
38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh 

in the name of the Lord. 

• Remember the 2nd parable Jesus gave earlier on this same day regarding the husbandman and 

the vineyard? 

Matthew 21:33-46 

33 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted a vineyard, and 

hedged it round about, and dug a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to 

husbandmen, and went into a far country: 

34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that 

they might receive the fruits of it. 

35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned 

another. 

36 Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise. 

37 But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son. 

38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; 

come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his inheritance. 

39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him. 

40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those husbandmen? 
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41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and will let out his 

vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in their seasons. 

42 Jesus said unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders 

rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is 

marvelous in our eyes? 

43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a 

nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

44 And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 

will grind him to powder. 

45 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard his parables, they perceived that he 

spoke of them. 

46 But when they sought to lay hands on him, they feared the multitude, because they took 

him for a prophet. 

• The leaders of Israel beat and killed the land owner’s own son! 

o The Pharisees rightly answered how the owner should deal with those workers 

o Seeing that they were on board with the truth of the matter, Jesus then continued to 

convey that he was the son of the Householder! 

o Rather than repenting, the Pharisees sought to kill him just as Jesus said later in Matt 

23:30 onward.  

• Remember the 3rd parable Jesus gave earlier in this day regarding the wedding feast of the 

King’s son and those who refused to come: 

Matthew 22:5-7 
5 But they made light of it, and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 
6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. 
7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed 

those murderers, and burned up their city. 

• Remember that people respond to the gospel in 2 ways: indifference and violence 

o I would further state that rejection of the gospel in a society gradually morphs from 

indifference to violence and ends in judgment. 

o This is a biblical model we see over and over again in the OT 

o Revival usually happens after extreme persecution ends in judgment. 

o In America, we often pray for revival in the face of indifference towards the gospel. 

• This long day started in Matt 21:18 and doesn’t end until the beginning of chapter 26 

• But from this point on, Jesus no longer addresses the Pharisees or the crowds outside of short 

statements in his trial, and only addresses his disciples. 

• With no repentance, Jerusalem is doomed…but God has a plan and God’s Son is faithful to 

working that plan out.  
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Matthew 24 

INTRO TO THE OLIVET DISCOURSE 

• This Olivet Discourse is only documented in the Synoptic Gospels (Matt 24-25; Mark 13; 

Luke 21; cf. Daniel 9:24-27 and Rev 6-19) 

o The Synoptic Gospels (Syn = similar; optic = see) mean that Matthew, Mark, and Luke 

see similarly. They do not contradict, but rather complement each other. They record 

from different perspectives and each one may have more or less detail than the other 2 

gospels 

o Matthew’s record of the Olivet Discourse is by far the most detailed, but we will be 

looking at the other synoptic gospels in order to get a fuller picture of the events being 

described by Jesus. 

• The context of this discourse is the cursing of the current generation of Israel that has 

rejected their Messiah, the Son of David, the Son of man, Jesus. 

o In Ch 21:18-23:35 Jesus began by cursing the fig tree and ended by giving the various 

“Woes” to the scribes and Pharisees 

o In Ch 23:36-39 Jesus then segues into the near-term and far-term future of Israel, from 

the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem until their eventual repentance and 

corresponding 2nd coming of Jesus. 

o The Olivet discourse then follows and is in reference to Israel, not the church. Jesus is 

speaking of God’s future program for Israel 

• Many people think that Matthew’s and Luke’s account are speaking of the same things. 

While the dreadful events sound the same, they are speaking of different places in time. Let’s 

take a high-level look at this: 

o In Matthew’s account, the disciples asked 3 questions in 24:3: 

▪ When will what happen? Near-term prophecy 

▪ What will be the sign of your coming? Far-term prophecy 

▪ What will be the sign of the end of the age? Far-term prophecy 

o In Luke’s account, the disciples only ask 2 question in Lk 21:7 

▪ When will this happen? Near-term prophecy 

▪ What are the signs that it is about to happen? Near-term prophecy 

o In Matthew’s account, they are told to flee in 24:14-15 after the gospel has been preached 

in all the world and the abomination of desolation is placed in the holy place. Far-term 

prophecy 

o In Luke’s account, they are told to flee in Lk 21:20-21 after Jerusalem is surrounded by 

armies. Near-term prophecy 

▪ Tell the story of the Romans under Vespasian, Titus and Nero 

▪ General Vespasian turned command of the Middle Eastern Roman armies to his son, 

Titus, so he could go back to Rome and position himself to be the next emperor. 

▪ Nero died in AD 68 while Titus was preparing to lay siege on Jerusalem. 
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▪ Vespasian was named emperor in AD 69, and, thinking he needed more military 

backing, ordered his son to disengage the siege of Jerusalem and return back to 

Rome. 

▪ The Jewish believers heeded Jesus’ warnings of Luke 21 and fled the city during this 

time 

▪ But before the Roman armies actually left the area completely, Emperor Vespasian 

sent word to Titus that he wouldn’t be needed after all; so Titus could resume his 

siege on Jerusalem. 

▪ In AD 70 Jerusalem was sacked 

• It is estimated that about 1.1 million Jews died in this siege and destruction of 

Jerusalem 

• By watching for the sign of the Roman armies encircling Jerusalem and praying 

for deliverance, the church’s first generation was able to escape the death and 

destruction of Jerusalem’s judgment. 

• This is thought to be the final “rift” between Christianity and Judaism 

• Jesus starts his ministry with the Sermon on the Mount in chs 5-7, calling everyone to accept 

the Kingdom offer through repentance 

• Jesus gives his final sermon before the cross to his disciples discussing what will become of 

Israel’s rejection of the kingdom and refusal to come to repentance and letting them know 

that in the end God wins their hearts! 

 

24 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him to show him 

the buildings of the temple. 

• The disciples were most likely reacting to what Jesus had said just before this: 

Matt 23:37-38 

37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kills the prophets, and stones them which are sent unto 

thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathers her 

chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 

38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 

• Herod, the great architect had invested a considerable amount of money in the Temple 

structure 

• Josephus, in Antiquities of the Jews 15.11.3, describes the Temple as “the most marvelous 

edifice which we have ever seen or heard of, whether one considers its structure, its 

magnitude, the richness of its every detail” 

• How could such a strong, magnificent structure be left desolate? Was this going to be a 

replay of the destruction of the previous temple and Jerusalem all over again? 

• Josephus also records “In that Temple were several stones which were 45 cubits in length, 5 

in height, and 6 in breadth.” – Each single stone was more than 70 feet long, 10 feet wide, 

and 8 feet high. 
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2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be 

left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down. 

• As Jesus is taking his final leave of his house, the Temple itself, Jesus foretells of its 

destruction. 

o This also means that God would not be in relationship with the people through their 

worship. 

o Forty years later, in AD 70 on the 9th of Av,  The same exact day of the destruction of 

Solomon’s Temple, Josephus records the Roman destruction of the 2nd Temple, 

describing the thunderous explosions that could be heard far outside the city as the 

Romans overturned theses 100 ton stones off of the Temple mount and they came 

crashing down for all of the Jews to hear and see. 

o But I have gotten ahead of the passage a bit, so let’s resume… 
3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, 

when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 

world? 

• So Jesus is sitting on the Mount of Olives, hence the name, Olivet Discourse. 

o During their walk from the temple across the Kidron valley and up to the Mount of 

Olives, the disciples were left stunned by Jesus’ condemnation of the Temple. 

o The Temple was their only means of relationship with God and it also stood as the 

patriotic center that symbolized Israel’s solidarity as a nation. 

o It must have also reminded them of Jeremiah’s record of Yahweh concerning Solomon’s 

Temple: 

Jeremiah 22:5-10 

But if ye will not hear these words, I swear by myself, said Yahweh, that this house shall 

become a desolation. 

6 For thus said Yahweh unto the king's house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the 

head of Lebanon: yet surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not 

inhabited. 

7 And I will prepare destroyers against thee, everyone with his weapons: and they shall 

cut down thy choice cedars, and cast them into the fire. 

8 And many nations shall pass by this city, and they shall say every man to his neighbor, 

Wherefore hath Yahweh done thus unto this great city? 

9 Then they shall answer, Because they have forsaken the covenant of Yahweh their God, 

and worshipped other gods, and served them. 

10 Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan him: but weep sore for him that goes away: 

for he shall return no more, nor see his native country. 

o These are very heavy thoughts on their minds indeed, and I am sure there was great 

nervous confusion about what all this would mean for them and all of Israel. 

• So the disciples ask 3 questions concerning what Jesus had said about the temple: 

o When will what happen? Near-term prophecy 
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o Matthew does not record Jesus’ answer to the 1st question, but the answer is recorded in 

Luke: 

Luke 21:20-24 

20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the 

desolation thereof is nigh. 

21 Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the 

midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto. 

22 For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 

23 But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for 

there shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. 

24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all 

nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 

Gentiles be fulfilled. 

o What will be the sign of your coming? Far-term prophecy 

o What will be the sign of the end of the age? Far-term prophecy 

THE UNEXPECTED DELAY FROM THE TIME OF THE PROPHECY UNTIL THE 7 YR 

TRIBULATION (MATT 24:4-8) ================================== 

• In contrast to what the disciples thought, Jesus’ earthly kingdom would not begin 

immediately. Jesus would go to the cross, the grave, and then ascend into heaven, and a new 

age ushered in by the giving of the Holy Spirit. 

• This Messianic Kingdom prophesied by the OT would be delayed, and instead, there would 

be a period of time marked by: 

o False Christs 

o Wars 

o Famines 

o Earthquakes 

o False Religion 

o Secularism 

o And…The preaching of the Gospel 
4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 
5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 
6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things 

must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

• The questions the disciples asked were typical Jewish expressions of that time. Their rabbis 

spoke of 2 ages: “This age” in which they lived, and “The age to come” being the Messianic 

age. 

• The disciples were asking which signs shows that the ending of this age has begun. 

• Jesus answers their question negatively and then positively 

o Negative Answer: In vs 4-6 Jesus tells them what will not be the signs that the end of the 

age has begun 
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o In other words, false Messiahs and local wars do not mark signs of the end of this age. 

▪ Bar Kosiba was named as the Messiah by Rabbi Akiva and renamed to Bar Kokhba 

(means Son of a Star), and led the Jewish revolt from AD 132-135… and many false 

messiahs 

• Bar Kokhba was ruthless 

• Killed many Christians 

• The revolt led to the final expulsion of the Jews from their land with about 1/2 

million dead and many more taken into slavery 

• Romans renamed Judea to Palestine. 

▪ Only 1 Messiah was born in Bethlehem and that took place while the Jewish 

genealogical records were still intact. 

o So don’t be deceived, and don’t be troubled by these because this is all part of God’s plan 

to redeem the world. Skip to v14 to see this plan that must take place before the end 

comes: 

Matthew 24:14 

And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 

nations; and then shall the end come. 
7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, 

and pestilences, and earthquakes, in diverse places. 
8 All these are the beginning of sorrows (Labor pains). 

• Positive Answer: In vs 7-8 Jesus tells them exactly what will be the signs that the end of the 

age has begun. 

o Specifically, it is when the world-wide nations and kingdoms rise up against each other, 

and there are large scale famines, earthquakes, etc that are the signs which are described 

as the beginning of labor pains. 

o What do we know about labor pangs? 

THE BEGINNING OF THE TRIBULATION (Matt 24:9-14) ========================= 

This is Daniel’s 70th week (Daniel 9:24-27) 
9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 

nations for my name's sake. 

• Jesus had already informed his disciples that they would be delivered up to the councils or 

authorities to be afflicted and even killed. 

o Steven was stoned by orders of the council (Acts 7:59) 

o Peter and John were delivered up before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:5-7) 

o Paul was delivered up to Nero and killed 

o Peter also was killed by Nero by being crucified upside-down 

o Jesus’ brother James, the future Bishop of Jerusalem, was cast off the highest part of the 

walls around Jerusalem by Herod 

o John, the Beloved disciple, was supposedly put into hot oil and survived, being the only 

disciple that died of natural causes 
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• This time however comes after the Nations rising up against nations. This is a period known 

as the tribulation. “THEN shall they deliver you up to be afflicted”.  

• While these events sound similar to the passages in Mark 13:9-13 and Luke 21:12-19, They 

are not the same. The passages in Mark and Luke take place before the world war takes 

place. 
10 And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 

• “Many be offended” – This means many will fall away from the faith during these trying 

times showing they never truly loved God 

Matthew 5:29 

And if thy right eye offends thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for 

thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into 

hell. 

1 John 2:19 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no 

doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they 

were not all of us. 

• “Betray one another” – Of course those that apostatize from the faith will end up betraying 

others that really do love God. They do this to secure their own safety by naming names, 

habitations, and places of concealment of others. 

• “Hate one another” 
11 And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 

• This does not refer to the false messiah’s as spoken of earlier in 24:5. 

• This refers to men pretending to be prophets, future tellers, and even those falsely adding to 

the Scriptures with their own words. 

• Many shall be deceived because of their own itching ears 

2 Timothy 4:2-5 

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long 

suffering and doctrine. 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 

shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full 

proof of thy ministry. 
12 And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 

• In the Bible, sin is described as trespass, transgression, and iniquity. These 3 terms are 

different in their use and are also different in their level of disobedience. 

o Iniquity is sin at its very worst! It means gross immorality, extreme wickedness, 

unfairness, injustice. 

o Iniquity is usually what man’s laws are designed to curb. 
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o Does it make sense then that when iniquity abounds, what real love is becomes perverted 

and or denied altogether?  
13 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

• In other words, he that does not step away from his faith. 
14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 

nations; and then shall the end come. 

• Altogether, Jesus lists 5 events that will occur in the 1st half of the tribulation 

o 1st (vv 9-10): Tremendous persecution of the saints. 

▪ This persecution is also spoken of in Rev 6:9-11. 

▪ The Ecclesiastical Babylon will be doing the persecution (Rev 17:1-6) 

o 2nd (v 11): The rise of false prophets. Zechariah speaks of the future removal of these 

false prophets from the holy land (Zech 13:2-6) 

o 3rd (v 12): Tremendous rise of sin and iniquity because evil is no longer restrained. 2 

Thess 2:6-7 speaks of the restrainer of evil being removed. 

o 4th (v 13): The people that endure will be saved 

o 5th (v 14): There will be a world-wide preaching of the gospel. 

▪ Rev 7:1-8 speaks of 144, 000 Jews that will spread the gospel message 

▪ Rev 7:9-17 states that the results of this preaching is that a great multitude of gentiles 

will come to a saving knowledge of Jesus as their Messiah 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION (MATT 24:15-26) ================================= 

Jeremiah calls this the “Time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer 30:5-7) 

Daniel calls this a “Time of distress” (Dan 12:1) 
15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 

stand in the holy place, (whoso reads, let him understand:) 

• Jesus is referring to 

Daniel 9:27 (cf. Rev 12:12-17) 

And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he 

shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations 

he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured 

upon the desolate. 

• Jesus lists 8 events of the 2nd half of the tribulation, also known as the Great Tribulation or 

also as the Day of the Lord elsewhere throughout the Bible 

• 1st Event: This Abomination of Desolation that occurs in 2 stages: 

o 1st Stage: The Antichrist will take over the Jewish Temple, sit down in the Holy of 

Holies, and declare himself to be god (2 Thess 2:3-10) 

o 2nd Stage: The False Prophet makes an image of the Antichrist and stands it up in the 

Holy of Holies (Rev 13:11-15; Dan 12:11) 
16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 
17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take anything out of his house: 
18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 
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19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 
20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 

• 2nd Event: The Abomination of Desolation is the sign for Jews to flee from the Holy Land. 

o Rev 12:13-17 records this urgent flight 

o Jesus emphasizes the speed and quickness of this flight in vv 17-20 
21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this 

time, no, nor ever shall be. 

• 3rd Event: The reason for the flight is that world-wide anti-Semitism will break out in all of 

its fierceness. Satan will be seeking to annihilate the Jews once and for all 

• This verse is not speaking of the world-wide devastations that will be experienced. This verse 

is relating to the reason for the fleeing of both the believing and unbelieving Jewish people. 
22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's 

sake those days shall be shortened. 

• 4th Event: Many Jews will perish, but there will be a remnant that is saved, because Messiah 

comes and ends the tribulation as a true Savior of Israel. 

o In fact, 2/3 of the Jews will die 

Zechariah 13:8-9 

8 And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, said Yahweh, two parts therein shall be 

cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. 

9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, 

and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will 

say, It is my people: and they shall say, Yahweh is my God. 

o The remaining 1/3 of the Jews will be saved 

Daniel 12:1 

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which stands for the children of 

thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 

nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one 

that shall be found written in the book. 

• The entire tribulation will last 7 years and the day of the Lord or the Great Tribulation is the 

last half of this time period that lasts 3 ½ years. 
23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. 

• 5th Event: This 3 ½ yr period will be characterized by a false messiah 
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; 

insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 

• 6th Event: This 3 ½ yr period will be characterized by many false signs and wonders for the 

purpose of world-wide deception. These works will also be done by: 

o The Antichrist (2 Thess 2:8-10) 

o The False Prophet (Rev 13:11-15) 
25 Behold, I have told you before. 
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26 Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in 

the secret chambers; believe it not. 

THE SECOND COMING (MATT 24:27-31) 

===================================== 
27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 

coming of the Son of man be. 

• 7th Event: The Messiah had warned that people will be saying that the Messiah has returned, 

but in a secret way. Jesus is telling them not to believe it and therefore come out of hiding (v 

16-20). All men will see his 2nd coming. It will not be in secret. It will be like lightning that 

flashes around the world. 
28 For wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles (vultures) be gathered together. 

• 8th Event: Jesus gives the place of his 2nd coming. 

o The body refers to the remnant of Israel and the vultures refer to the gentile nations 

coming to finish Israel off. 

o The place of the 2nd coming will be where the remnant of Israel is located AND where 

the gentile nations are gathered together 

o This location is known in Hebrew as Bozrah and in Greek is known as Petra 

▪ Micah saya that is where the body will be 

Micah 2:12-13 

12 I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I 

will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they 

shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men. 

13 The breaker is come up before them: they have broken up, and have passed through 

the gate, and are gone out by it: and their king shall pass before them, and Yahweh on the 

head of them. 

▪ Isaiah says that is where the vultures will be gathered to come against Israel 

Isaiah 34:1-6 

Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that 

is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it. 

2 For the indignation of Yahweh is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their 

armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 

3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their 

carcasses, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. 

4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled 

together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falls off from the 

vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. 

5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, 

and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. 
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6 The sword of Yahweh is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the 

blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for Yahweh hath a 

sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. 

Isaiah 63:1-6 

Who is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is 

glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in 

righteousness, mighty to save. 

2 Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treads in the 

winefat? 

3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I 

will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be 

sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. 

4 For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 

5 And I looked, and there was none to help; and I wondered that there was none to 

uphold: therefore, mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld 

me. 

6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, 

and I will bring down their strength to the earth. 

▪ In a beautiful poem that relates Jesus’ to the Exodus with Moses, Habakkuk says this 

is where the coming of Messiah will be. 

Habakkuk 3:3 

God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. 

His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. 

• Teman is in Edom in the location of Petra, which is east of Israel. Paran is a 

mountain also east of Israel. 

• In beautiful poetry, Habakkuk is saying that the Messiah will come from the East 

just as the sun does when it breaks the darkness and begins a new day. 

• God will be shining over Israel just like the rising sun. 

• This Messiah will be coming as a king. The Hebrew word for “glory” is hod, 

which represents kingly authority. 

• Lastly, the use of Habakkuk’s phrases of the hope of God as a rising sun out of 

the East relate directly the Exodus out of Egypt. This however is the hope of an 

Exodus out of Babylon into the Holy Land of God…and the fulfilled once and for 

all blessing to be had by Israel in her land and with her King. 

It started in Deuteronomy and is fulfilled in the Messiah’s 2nd coming out of the 

East. 

This is all the Messiah ever wanted for his children, but they left his good 

covenants…Yet Messiah was ever true and faithful to all he promised them. 
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Fulfillment for the people: 

Deuteronomy 33 

And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before 

his death. 
2 And he said, Yahweh came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from 

mount Paran, and he came with ten thousand saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for 

them. (cf. Habakkuk 3:3) 
3 Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are in thy hand: and they sat down at thy feet; every one 

shall receive of thy words. 
4 Moses commanded us a law, even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob. 
5 And he was king in Jeshurun, when the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel were 

gathered together. 
6 Let Reuben live, and not die; and let not his men be few. 
7 And this is the blessing of Judah: and he said, Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah, and bring him 

unto his people: let his hands be sufficient for him; and be thou a help to him from his enemies. 
8 And of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, whom thou didst 

prove at Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah; 
9 Who said unto his father and to his mother, I have not seen him; neither did he acknowledge his 

brethren, nor knew his own children: for they have observed thy word, and kept thy covenant. 
10 They shall teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy law: they shall put incense before thee, 

and whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar. 
11 Bless, LORD, his substance, and accept the work of his hands; smite through the loins of them 

that rise against him, and of them that hate him, that they rise not again. 
12 And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him; and the Lord 

shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders. 
13 And of Joseph he said, Blessed of the LORD be his land, for the precious things of heaven, for 

the dew, and for the deep that couches beneath, 
14 And for the precious fruits brought forth by the sun, and for the precious things put forth by the 

moon, 
15 And for the chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of the lasting 

hills, 
16 And for the precious things of the earth and fulness thereof, and for the good will of him that 

dwelt in the bush: let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of 

him that was separated from his brethren. 
17 His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and his horns are like the horns of unicorns: with 

them he shall push the people together to the ends of the earth: and they are the ten thousands of 

Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh. 
18 And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out; and, Issachar, in thy tents. 
19 They shall call the people unto the mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness: 

for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas, and of treasures hid in the sand. 
20 And of Gad he said, Blessed be he that enlarges Gad: he dwelleth as a lion, and tears the arm 

with the crown of the head. 
21 And he provided the first part for himself, because there, in a portion of the lawgiver, was he 

seated; and he came with the heads of the people, he executed the justice of the LORD, and his 

judgments with Israel. 
22 And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's whelp: he shall leap from Bashan. 
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23 And of Naphtali he said, O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, and full with the blessing of the 

LORD: possess thou the west and the south. 
24 And of Asher he said, Let Asher be blessed with children; let him be acceptable to his 

brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil. 
25 Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be. 
26 There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, who rides upon the heaven in thy help, and in his 

excellency on the sky. 
27 The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust out 

the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them. 
28 Israel then shall dwell in safety alone: the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and 

wine; also his heavens shall drop down dew. 
29 Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee, O people saved by the LORD, the shield of thy 

help, and who is the sword of thy excellency! and thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee; 

and thou shalt tread upon their high places. 

 

Fulfillment of the Land: 

Deuteronomy 34:1-4a 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 

that is over against Jericho. And the Lord shewed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, 

2 And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the 

utmost sea, 

3 And the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar. 

4 And the Lord said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto 

Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed… 

 
29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 

not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 

shaken: 

• Just prior to the 2nd coming of Jesus, there will be a total blackout 

• Matthew and Luke (21:25-26) describe the fear and perplexity that mankind and the powers 

of heaven will experience. 
30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the 

earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 

great glory. 

• What is the sign then of Messiah’s 2nd coming? His Shekinah glory. His glory will disperse 

the worldwide total blackout. 

• Jesus, the Messiah, has now answered all 3 questions posed to him by his disciples in Matt 

24:3, “And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, 

Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end 

of the world?” 

o The sign of the destruction of the Jewish Temple was to be the surrounding of Jerusalem 

by armies 



198 

 

 

o The sign that the end of the age has begun was to be worldwide war 

o The sign of the 2nd coming would be the Messiah’s shekinah glory light breaking through 

worldwide blackout 

• Although Jesus has answered all of their questions, he still wished to give them more 

information regarding these last days. 
31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his 

elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

• Following his 2nd coming, the Messiah will send out his angels all over the world and 

regather every Jew and bring them back into their land. 

Isaiah 27:12-13 (cf. Matt 24:31) 

12 And it shall come to pass in that day, that Yahweh shall beat off from the channel of the 

river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel. 

13 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall 

come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, 

and shall worship Yahweh in the holy mount at Jerusalem. 

Deuteronomy 30:4 (cf. Mark 13:27) 

4 If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the Lord 

thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee: 

• This single verse of the Olivet Discourse summarizes many OT prophecies concerning the 

restoration of Israel after the 2nd coming and not before: Is 11:11-12:6; 43:5-7; Jer 23:5-8; 

31:7-14; Ezek 11:16-21; 20:40-42; 36:22-31, et. al. 

• Related the trumpets to the Lord’s Feasts 

The Illustrative Parables 

• The word, “Now” in vs 32, signifies that Jesus is pausing the chronological events up till vs 

51 in order to give exhortation to those who will be witnessing these events he is describing. 

• The Word “Then” in 25:1 signifies that Jesus is resuming the chronological events again. 

Parable of the Fig Tree (v32-35) 
32 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and puts forth leaves, ye 

know that summer is nigh: 

• What is the topic of verses 32-51? 

o Messiah’s coming is most certainly at hand when the tribulation events occur 
33 So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. 

• What is the context of verses 32-51? 

o “These Things” refers to the tribulation events starting with the abomination of desolation 

of verses 15-26 
34 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 

• Who is going to experience the sudden coming of the Son of Man (Jesus) 32-51? 

o The generation that has experienced the events of the tribulation in verses 15-26 
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o The point of using the word “generation” is not to develop a timeline, but to give hope 

that these same Jews that saw the abomination of desolation will not be wiped out but 

would live to see the Messiah’s return! 

o Remember that the Abomination of Desolation signals Satan’s and the Antichrist’s final 

attempt to exterminate the Jews. The fact that the same Jewish generation will be alive 

when Messiah returns shows Satan’s plan will fail. 

o Note that Jesus’ 2nd coming is preceded by the signs of the Great Tribulation starting with 

the Abomination of Desolation. There are no signs occurring before the rapture takes 

place (see doctrine of imminence) 
35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 

• In verse 32-35 Jesus exhorts the people to rest assured, the Messiah is coming! 
36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 

• While he is most certainly coming, verses 36-51 emphasize the unexpectedness of his 

coming, and exhorts the people of this time to be watchful. 

• No one knows the exact “day and hour” – it doesn’t say year. 

• That current generation should know summer is nigh, but will not know the day or the hour 

of the coming of their Messiah 
37 But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 
39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the 

Son of man be. 

• Noah and his family knew the coming of a great flood was a certainty. 

o They spent 120 yrs building the ark in preparation for it 

o They preached repentance to all around them because they believed in the certainty of it 

o Those that weren’t prepared did not repent and did not help build the ark in preparation 

and instead were consumed with the cares of this world.  they were worldly minded as 

opposed to seeing by faith as Heb 11 describes Noah. 
40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

• One lives by faith and is ready and will enter the Kingdom with the Messiah 

• The other is faithless, consumed by the cares of this world and is not ready and will not enter 

the Kingdom with the Messiah 
41 Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

• One lives by faith and is ready and will enter the Kingdom with the Messiah 

• The other is faithless, consumed by the cares of this world and is not ready and will not enter 

the Kingdom with the Messiah 
42 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. 

Parable of the Master of the House (v43-44) 

• The emphasis is on readiness 
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43 But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would 

come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. 

• “Watching” is seeing by faith. It describes a faithful person who knows the certainty and 

soon coming of the thief. 
44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

• This verse is the point of the entire context of the preceding verses 

o The ones who were not ready were the ones who were concerned about the cares of the 

world 

Parable of the Faithful and Evil Servants 

• The emphasis is on laboring 
45 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to 

give them meat in due season? 
46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 
47 Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods. 
48 But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delays his coming; 
49 And shall begin to smite his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 
50 The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looks not for him, and in an hour that he 

is not aware of, 
51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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Matthew 25 

Jesus resumes his chronology of events with the word “then” after taking a pause in verses 32-51 

in order to illustrate his coming and give exhortation to the generation witnessing these events. 

 

Parable of the 10 Virgins (v1-13) 

• The emphasis is on watchfulness and readiness 

25 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and 

went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

• The virgins represent neither the Church or Israel. They represent the wise and the foolish. 

o In the OT, the wise and foolish is a contrast between believers and unbelievers 

o In the Bible, foolishness is equivalent with idolatry whereas wisdom is the fear of the one 

true God 

Proverbs 9:10 

The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is 

understanding. 

• In Jewish wedding traditions of this time: 

o When the marriage was to be consummated, the bridegroom would go to the bride’s 

house to fetch her and bring her to his home. 

o As he approached his own home, he would be met by a procession of virgins who would 

conduct the bride and groom for the marriage ceremony which was followed by a 

marriage feast. 
2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 
4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 
6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 
7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 
8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 
9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather 

to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 
10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him 

to the marriage: and the door was shut. 
11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 
12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 
13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 

• The symbols of the parable: 

o The groom = The Messiah (Jesus) 

o The bride (not mentioned) = The Church (not mentioned) 
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o Oil = The Holy Spirit (Ex 27:20-21; Lev 8:30; PS 23:5; Lev 14:1-18 cf. James 5:14; 1 

Sam 16:13; Isa 61:1; Acts 10:38; Mt 12:28; 1 Jn 2:20, 27) 

http://www.thegoodbookblog.com/2016/mar/28/metaphors-revealing-the-holy-spirit-part-

3-oil-as-/ 

o 5 wise virgins w/ oil = The tribulation believers w/ the Holy Spirit who are guests at the 

wedding 

o 5 foolish virgins w/ no oil = unbelievers who were not ready or watching who never had 

the Holy Spirit 

o The Wedding Feast = The Messianic Kingdom 

• The meaning of the parable: 

o When the bridegroom (Jesus) comes with his bride, which isn’t mentioned (the Church), 

for the marriage feast (to set up the Messianic Kingdom), the virgins (people of the 

tribulation) will be responsible for watching and being ready to light their lamps upon his 

return. 

o The 5 foolish virgins with no oil (Holy Spirit) were not watching and were not ready, and 

therefore do not enter into the feast (the Messianic Kingdom). 

o The 5 wise virgins with oil (Holy Spirit) were both watching and ready, and will enter 

into the marriage feast (the Messianic Kingdom) as guests. 

• The point of the parable is for both watchfulness and readiness which are accomplished by 

faith in Jesus as the Messiah. Only wise ones will enter into the marriage feast. 

 

The Parable of the Talents (v14-30) 
14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own 

servants, and delivered unto them his goods. 
15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according 

to his abilities; and straightway took his journey. 
16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made another 

five talents. 
17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained another two. 
18 But he that had received one went and dug in the earth, and hid his lord's money. 
19 After a long time the lord of those servants came, and reckoned with them. 
20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou 

delivered unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 
21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over 

a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 
22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou delivered unto me two talents: 

behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. 
23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few 

things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

http://www.thegoodbookblog.com/2016/mar/28/metaphors-revealing-the-holy-spirit-part-3-oil-as-/
http://www.thegoodbookblog.com/2016/mar/28/metaphors-revealing-the-holy-spirit-part-3-oil-as-/
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24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, 

reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed: 
25 And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the earth: lo, there you have what is yours. 
26 His lord answered and said unto him, You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap 

where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed: 
27 You therefore should have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I would 

have received back my own with interest. 
28 Therefore, take the talent from him, and give it to him which has ten talents. 
29 For unto every one that has, more shall be given, and he shall have abundance; but from him 

that does not have, even what he has shall be taken away. 
30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness. There shall be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth. 

• The symbols of the parable 

o The Lord who went away is Jesus the Messiah 

o Servants represent believers and unbelievers 

o Talents represent gifts to be invested with according to their abilities 

o Interest represents fruit 

• The meaning of the parable 

o This parable is not about 3 different kinds of believers. 

o This parable is about believers vs unbelievers 

▪ Believers keep laboring with the gifts given to them while they are watching for the 

Lord’s return 

Matthew 13:12 

For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever 

does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him 

1 Corinthians 4:2 

Moreover, it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 

Luke 12:48 

But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with 

few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom 

much has been committed, of him they will ask the more. 

2 Corinthians 8:12 

For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according to what one has, and not 

according to what he does not have. 

▪ While the unbelievers cannot labor in the work of the Lord and therefore will have 

nothing to show at the time of the Lord’s return.  

• He viewed God as hard, cruel and unjust. 

• His excuse was an excuse for insolence and sin, and the effect is to cheat himself 

out of Messiah’s Kingdom since he did not do his duty to invest it. 

• He grudged everything to God rather than being willing and liberal to Him. 
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• God’s Judgment 

o The believers will enter into to the Messiah’s kingdom in Israel 

o The unbelievers will eventually be cast into the Lake of Fire 

o Note: God will judge men not just for doing what is wrong but for not doing what is 

right. The unbeliever was called lazy for not doing what he was supposed to do. 

• The point of the parable is that believers should be laboring with those gifts God has given 

them to use while they are watching and waiting for the Lord’s return 

 

The Judgment of the Gentiles (v31-46) 
31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 

upon the throne of his glory: 
32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a 

shepherd divides his sheep from the goats: 
33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 
34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
35 For I was hungry, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, 

and ye took me in: 
36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 
37 Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed 

You? or thirsty, and give You drink? 
38 When did we see You a stranger, and took You in? or naked, and clothed You? 
39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and came unto You? 
40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 

done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me. 
41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 

fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 
42 For I was hungry, and ye gave Me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink: 
43 I was a stranger, and ye took Me not in: naked, and ye clothed Me not: sick, and in prison, and 

ye visited Me not. 
44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a 

stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister to You? 
45 Then he will answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did not do it to one of 

the least of these, ye did it not to Me. 
46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 

 

• The judge is Jesus. The Son of Man is a favorite title Jesus uses for himself (Dan 7:13-14). 

o The Son of Man is an eternal king 

o The Son of Man has and eternal Kingdom 

o The Son of Man will be eternally served by all people groups of the world 
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o This is why, concerning the Godhead, it is only the Son of Man that sits in judgment of 

men. There are 4 key judgments that concerning mankind. All but one of these judgments 

determine the righteousness of the individual, and all of the judgment outcomes are based 

on works. 

▪ The Bema Seat Judgment: Judgment of the saints who were snatched up. 

• Not a judgment of righteousness. The bema is a raised platform where speeches 

are made and athletes awarded. 

• It is the works that are judged. 

2 Cor 5:10 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat (GRK: bema) of Christ; that every 

one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether 

it be good or bad. 

2 Cor 3:8-15 

8 Now he that plants and he that waters are one: and every man shall receive his own 

reward according to his own labor. 

9 For we are laborers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's 

building. 

10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master builder, I 

have laid the foundation, and another build thereon. But let every man take heed how 

he builds thereupon. 

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if any man builds upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 

hay, stubble; 

13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 

shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be 

saved; yet so as by fire. 

▪ The Judgment of Israel: Judgment of Jews who survived the tribulation 

• A judgment of righteousness 

• It is works that are judged 

Ezekiel 20:33-38 

33 As I live, says the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched-out 

arm, and with fury poured out, will I rule over you: 

34 And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries 

wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched-out arm, and with 

fury poured out. 

35 And I will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and there will I plead with 

you face to face. 
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36 Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will I 

plead with you, says the Lord God. 

37 And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of 

the covenant: 

38 And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against 

me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not 

enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 

▪ The Sheep & Goat Judgment: Judgment of the Gentiles after the tribulation, on behalf 

of Israel, to determine who will enter into the Son of Man’s Kingdom 

• It is works that are judged 

Matt 25:31-46 

▪ The Great White Throne Judgment 

• A judgment of righteousness 

• It is works that are judged 

Rev 20:11-15 

11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth 

and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 

12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 

opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 

judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the 

dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 

14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 

fire. 

• Place of Sheep and Goat Judgment is just outside of Jerusalem in the Valley of Jehoshaphat 

(between Jerusalem and the Mt. of Olives) 

Joel 3:1-3 

3 “For behold, in those days and at that time, 

When I bring back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem, 

2 I will also gather all nations, 

And bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; 

And I will enter into judgment with them there 

On account of My people, My heritage Israel, 

Whom they have scattered among the nations; 

They have also divided up My land. 

3 They have cast lots for My people, 

Have given a boy as payment for a harlot, 

And sold a girl for wine, that they may drink. 

• Subject of judgment 
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o Individuals…not a national judgment (see v32-33) 

o The nations represent the gentiles who survived the tribulation (v32) 

o Some are brought to the Messiah’s left side (goats) and some to his right side (sheep) 

• The basis of the judgment is going to be anti-Semitism or pro-Semitism. The basis is how the 

gentiles treated the Messiah’s brethren or the Jewish people during the tribulation (see v34-

35), There are 3 people listed: the sheep gentiles, the goat gentiles, and the brethren 

o If brethren are just saints in general then who are the sheep? 

o Joel 3:1-3 show the brethren to be the Jewish people 

• The sheep are not saved because of their pro-Semitism, but because of the belief in the Lord, 

they worked out their salvation in helping their brethren. 

• They will populate the Gentile nations during the Messianic Kingdom (see v 34-40) 

James 2:14-26 

14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? 

Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one 

of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the 

things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it 

does not have works, is dead. 

18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without 

your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. 

You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish 

man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works 

when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together 

with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled 

which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness,” and he 

was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by 

faith only. 

25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 

messengers and sent them out another way? 

26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 

• The goats, because of their unbelief in the Lord will join the ranks of the persecutors headed 

by the antichrist and show a lack of faith by their works. 

• They will be killed at this point and will be excluded from the Messianic Kingdom (v41-45) 

o After the 1000 yr kingdom period ends, all unbelievers from the Kingdom and the 

remaining unbelievers will be resurrected to stand trial in the Great White Throne 

Judgment (Rev 20:11-15) 

o Because their names are not in the Book of Life (meaning that they did not put their trust 

in the righteous works of the Messiah and humble themselves to Jesus as their God), they 

must stand trial to determine if their own works account them righteousness, and 

therefore worthy of an everlasting relationship with God. 

o Being found unrighteous, they will suffer eternal punishment (Matt 25:46) 
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▪ There are 4 key characteristics of God’s wrath 

• The wrath of God is eternal (Dan 12:2; Matt 25:46; Mk 9:43-48; 2 Thess 1:7-9 

where destruction does not mean annihilation…it means to be undone, defeated, 

made miserable forever. 

Revelation 14:11 

And the smoke of their torment ascends up for ever and ever: and they have no 

rest day nor night. 

• The wrath of God is incomprehensible pain 

o Like being cut into pieces 

Matt 24:51 

He (Jesus) will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that 

place, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

o Like being totally blind forever 

Matt 8:12 

The sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth 

o They shall be an abhorrence to all flesh 

In Mark 9:48 Jesus quotes Isaiah 66:24 

And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have 

rebelled against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be 

quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh. 

o Totally frightening 

Rev 6:15-16 

Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich 

and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves 

and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, 

“Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and 

from the wrath of the Lamb 

o It is described as the 2nd death 

Rev 20:14 

Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second 

death, the lake of fire. 

o It is described as an eternal all-consuming fire 

Isaiah 30:27-30 – see this link: https://www.gotquestions.org/consuming-

fire.html 

There are several incidents in which God’s wrath, judgment, holiness or 

power are displayed by fire from heaven. Aaron’s sons Abihu and Nadab were 

destroyed by fire when they offered a profane sacrifice, “strange fire,” in the 

tabernacle, a sign of their disregard for the utter holiness of God and the need 

to honor Him in solemn and holy fear. The confrontation between Elijah and 

https://www.gotquestions.org/strange-fire.html
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the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel is another example of consuming fire 

from God. The prophets of Baal called upon their god all day long to rain fire 

from heaven to no avail. Then Elijah built an altar of stones, dug a ditch 

around it, put the sacrifice on the top of wood and called for water to be 

poured over his sacrifice three times. Elijah called upon God, and God sent 

fire down from heaven, completely consuming the sacrifice, the wood, and the 

stones and licked up the water in the ditch. Then His anger turned against the 

false prophets, and they were all killed. When prophesying the destruction of 

the Assyrians, who resisted the true and living God and warred against His 

people, Isaiah refers to the tongue of the Lord as a consuming fire and His 

“arm coming down with raging anger and consuming fire” (Isaiah 30:27-30). 

 

God’s holiness is the reason for His being a consuming fire, and it burns up 

anything unholy. The holiness of God is that part of His nature that most 

separates Him from sinful man. The godless, Isaiah writes, tremble before 

Him: “Who of us can dwell with the consuming fire? Who of us can dwell 

with everlasting burning?" Isaiah answers this by saying that only the 

righteous can withstand the consuming fire of God’s wrath against sin, 

because sin is an offense to God’s holiness. But Isaiah also assures us that no 

amount of our own righteousness is sufficient (Isaiah 64:6). 

• The wrath of God is totally Just and Right 

Rom 1:18 

The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth 

Eph 5:6; Col 3:6 

And the truth is suppressed. And the fruit is ungodliness and unrighteousness. 

And on that comes wrath 

Rom 2:5 

Because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself 

on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed 

Rom 3:5-6 

If our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we 

say? That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) By 

no means! For then how could God judge the world? 

• At the very end, God’s wrath is inescapable (which means it is escapable now) 

Galatians 3:13 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us — for it 

is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree. 

***Note what the take-away of the above verse is!! 

• After the Kingdom, believing gentiles will enter into eternal life (v46) 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2030.27-30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2064.6
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• A lot has happened in the last couple of days of Jesus’ life 

o Sunday / Evening is Nisan 10 (Matt 21:1-11): Jesus enters Jerusalem as the Messiah, 

with the authority of a King! This is Jesus’ way of throwing down the final gauntlet to 

Satan and the religious leaders as prophesied by the prophets. 

o Monday / Evening is Nisan 11 (Matt 21:12-22): Jesus curses the fig tree and returns to 

Jerusalem showing his authority, and his right to judge again. 

o Tuesday / Evening is Nisan 12 (Matt 21:23-26:5): Direct verbal confrontation arose 

between Jesus and the religious leaders. Jesus confirms they do not have authority over 

him. This is the last time Jesus teaches in the temple. Jesus gives his Olivet Discourse. 

The chief priests and scribes seek to arrest and kill him. 

o Wednesday / Evening is Nisan 13 (Matt 26:6-16): Jesus visits Simon the Lepers’ home 

and is anointed for burial by Lazarus’ sister, Mary of Bethany. 

o Thursday / Evening is Nisan 14 (Matt 26:17-75): The day of preparation for the 

Passover feast. The Last Supper (Passover Meal), Jesus goes to the Mount of Olives to 

pray & wait, dies “between the evenings” at 3pm at the same time the Passover lambs 

were commanded to be sacrificed. 

o Friday / Evening is Nisan 15: The Passover feast, 1st day of Unleavened Bread, High 

Sabbath Day. 

Matthew 26 

Matthew’s narrative now shifts from Jesus’ ministry and teaching to the events that led to his 

death. 

Remember that it is still Tuesday of the passion week. 

26 And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings (the Olivet Discourse in Matt 

24:4-25:46), he said unto his disciples, 
2 Ye know that after two days is the feast of the Passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be 

crucified. 

• The Passover is an annual Feast of Yahweh that commemorates the salvation of Israel’s first-

born, bringing about the deliverance of Israel out of slavery in Egypt into the freedom and 

life of Yahweh 

o The First-Born 

▪ Ancient Near-East connection to God and to the role of redeemer (he gets double the 

inheritance for this role). He was to lead the family into worship of the god or gods. 

▪ Jesus is the 1st born of all creation and soon to be the 1st born of the dead. He is our 

Redeemer and High Priest. 

o Salvation in the blood 

▪ Amun – The Ram (greatest God of Egypt). In Egypt, sheep were considered holy, and 

the Israelites slaughtered 200,000+ of them, slathered their blood on the outside of 

their doorposts, and devoured the lamb in their house. 
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▪ Jesus is the true Passover lamb as declared by the prophet and priest, John the Baptist 

John 1:29 

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and said, Behold the Lamb of God, 

which taketh away the sin of the world. 

o Fellowship in the bread 

• This is the 1st time Jesus tells that his death will be by crucifixion…cursed is he who hangs 

on a tree 

Deuteronomy 21:23 

23 His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that 

day; (for he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord 

thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. 

Galatians 3:13 

13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree: 

14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we 

might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
3 Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the 

palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 
4 And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtlety (Grk: stealthily), and kill him. 
5 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among the people. 

• Interestingly, Matthew says they consulted to take Jesus with stealth. The word Matthew uses 

gives a sense of treachery. 

o Matthew is portraying the religious establishment as guilty and wicked in contrast to the 

innocent and righteous Lamb, who came to take away the sins of the world. 

• The assembly of the high priest, chief priests, scribes and elders of the people was known as 

the Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin was a ruling body like a court of law. There were various 

Sanhedrin’s in Israel, but this was the main one…the supreme court if you will. 

o Caiaphas was the acting high priest from AD 18-36. His father-in-law used to be the High 

Priest (AD 6-15) and still had authority at this time (Jn 18:12-13, 19-24) 

o Understand that Jesus had publicly and rightfully called out the House of Annas, 

Caiaphas and his 5 brothers before. You can explore that in Luke 16, where Jesus gives 

the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. I believe the rich man and his brothers in the 

parable are symbolic of Caiaphas and his brothers who represent the religious authorities 

in Israel. 

• When did the Passover happen? 

Exodus 12:5-6 
5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the 

sheep, or from the goats: 
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6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly 

of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening (Heb: “Between the evenings” see Ex 

29:38-39). 

WEDNESDAY (Nisan 13 begins in the evening) 
6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 

• Luke 7 describes Simon as a Pharisee 

• Apparently, Simon had been cleansed of his leprosy otherwise he would have had to live in 

isolation. 

• According to Isaiah 35:5-6 and portions of the Mishna, there were 3 specific miracles the 

Rabbis were expecting from the Messiah: 

o The Messiah would cure leprosy 

o The Messiah would cast out a mute demon 

o The Messiah would heal the lame 

• Leviticus 14 lays out the procedure who has been cleansed. It says, “This shall be the law of 

the leper in the day of his cleansing: he shall be brought unto the priest…” 

o While there had been brushes with the disease with Moses and Miriam, and Naaman, 

along with miraculous healing, no case under the Mosaic Law, recorded in Scripture, ever 

had to follow the procedure laid out in Lev 14. 

o Many conclude that when Jesus sent the 1st cured leper to the Temple to be checked out 

by a priest, it would have been the 1st time any priest had to consult that portion of the 

scroll because it had never been done before. 

o The take away is that portion of the scroll of Leviticus may have very well been written 

to help identify that the Messiah had truly come. 

• In the Old Testament, those with leprosy, the women with bleeding, those that were blind, 

lame and mute, and of course all of the gentiles could not worship at the temple. 

• Jesus would live out their situation… 

Isaiah 53:4 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 

smitten of God, and afflicted. 

• He was debased and humiliated so that all may come and worship God. 
7 There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it 

on his head, as he sat at meat. 

• Mark records the ointment as being worth 300 Denari, or about 1 yrs wage (Mk 14:5) 

• John records this woman as being Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus (Jn 12:3) 

• John also records that she poured it on his feet as well: 

John 12:3 

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of 

Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the 

ointment. 
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• To pour it on the head was common, but to pour it on his feet shows her utter humility and 

attachment to Jesus, her Savior. 
8 But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? 
9 For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor. 

• John 12:4 says that Judas Iscariot is the disciple that spoke out about this matter. 
10 When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath 

wrought a good work upon me. 
11 For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always. 
12 For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial. 
13 Verily I say unto you, Wherever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall 

also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her. 

• What comes 1st, social justice or the worship of Jesus? 

o The disciple’s reactions were strictly in keeping with Jesus’ ministry to the poor and the 

outcasts 

o They had forgotten the main thing! Jesus did not heal them just to meet their physical 

needs. He healed them so that he would be glorified and be their God. 
14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 
15 And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they 

covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 

• 30 pieces of silver is about 4 months’ wages 
16 And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him. 

THURSDAY (Nisan 14, Day of Preparation, begins in the evening) 
17 Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto 

him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the Passover? 
18 And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master says, My time is at 

hand; I will keep the Passover at thy house with my disciples. 
19 And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the Passover. 

• Luke 22:8 says that it was only Peter and John that Jesus spoke to about getting and 

preparing the room where the Last Supper would be held 

• This could possibly have been to keep Judas from being able to betray him at that point 
20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. 
21 And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 
22 And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it 

I? 
23 And he answered and said, He that dips his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. 
24 The Son of man goes as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is 

betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born. 
25 Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou 

hast said. 
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• See John 13:25-29. The disciples thought Judas was going out to buy things needed for the 

upcoming feast. 
26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the 

disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 
27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 
28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 

• In the Ancient Near East covenants were usually ratified using a blood sacrifice. 

o This occurred in a dream that Abraham had, where God cut his own sacrifice and was 

the sole person to walk between the 2 halves of the sacrificed animal 

o Moses sprinkled the people with blood upon the covenant given to Israel at Sinai (Ex 

24:8) 

o This covenant is the good news! It is from God himself. It is meant for the whole 

world, and its purpose is for the remission of sins so there would be atonement 

between God and man. 

o The children of God have always been and will always be in relationship to God 

under some form of covenant. This verse highlights the covenant we are under today. 
29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I 

drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom. 

• This was the 1st communion. Unlike our communion today, this communion looked forward 

to the work of the cross. Our communion today looks back at the work on the cross. Both 

however are symbolic of Jesus’ gospel work. 

• It is by the blood and body of Jesus that we share unity today. This is why we are 

commanded to commemorate the communion often. We must always remember that even 

though we sometimes have problems and grievances with one another, we are one with God 

and with each other because of Jesus being slain for us. 

• It is in the symbolic act of communion that we confirm this unity of the local church (1 Cor 

10:16-17) 

• The future communion Jesus is talking about is most likely the Messianic banquet at the end 

of the age (Matt 22:1-4 cf. Rev 19:6-10) 

Matthew 8:11 

And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with 

Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 

• East and West refer to both Jews and Gentiles. In context, Jesus was including the Roman 

Centurion who placed such great faith in Jesus. 

• This is a time when people all over the world would be his followers just like the Centurion. 

• The Old Testament predicts a gathering of Israel from all over the Earth (Isa 43:5-6; Ps 

107:3). It also predicts a gathering of the Gentiles to worship (Isa 2; 60:3-4; Mic 4:1-2; Zech 

8:2—23) 
30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. 

• This hymn refers to portions of Ps 113-118 and is called the Hallel 
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• Notice that their last act in unity before Satan would come to destroy was to sing hymns. 

• This is a recurring theme in the Bible...as God is the same yesterday, today and forever, can 

you imagine the truths of the perfect Will of the father going through Jesus’ mind as he put 

his utmost trust in performing that will by leading in Hymns? God was teaching his disciples 

this same truth. It was such an important truth that Matthew made sure to recount it in his 

gospel record among the other seemingly more important items. 

o 2 Cor 20 The children of Israel went out against the vastly superior army of the 

Moabites and Ammonites with all of the musicians and singers in front! 

o In his various imprisonments, Paul was always consistent in singing hymns and 

praises to God in the face of the enemies of his flesh and spirit! 

• Lifting up worship to God in song is not just meant to praise God after a decisive victory in 

our lives. It is also how we are to be arrayed in battle as we face down the enemy. 

• Jesus here leads his disciples into this biblical truth that they would recall and later use as 

they would sacrifice their lives for their esteemed Master. 
31 Then Jesus said unto them, All of you will be made to stumble (fall away) because of me this 

night: for it is written, “I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered 

abroad.” 

• Matthew clearly presents the contrast between the disciples sharing unity during communion 

with their Lord, and the disciples’ complete disunity that occurred from not following their 

Lord. 

• Jesus quotes from Zechariah 13:7 

Matthew 11:6 

Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear and see: 5 The 

blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up 

and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 6 And blessed is he who is not offended 

because of Me. 
32 But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. 

• Ahh the hope that is to be had in our great Shepherd 

• Here he gives them all the hope they need before the evil night commences. We they be able 

to put their trust in his words? 
33 Peter answered and said unto him, Even if all are made to stumble because of thee, I will 

never be made to stumble. 

• Disunity has now found a voice. This was a good intention that was not rooted in truth. 
34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt 

deny me thrice. 
35 Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. And so said all the 

disciples. 
36 Then Jesus came with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and said unto the disciples, Sit ye 

here, while I go and pray over there. 
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37 And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very 

heavy. 
38 Then He said unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: Stay ye here, and 

watch with me. 
39 And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

• “This cup” refers to the great suffering and sorrow 

Matthew 20:22-23 

22 But Jesus answered and said, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able to drink the 

cup that I am about to drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 

They said to Him, “We are able.” 

23 So He said to them, “You will indeed drink My cup, and be baptized with the baptism that 

I am baptized with, but to sit on My right hand and on My left, is not Mine to give, but it is 

for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.” 

• “If it be possible” 

o If the world can be redeemed, consistent with justice and still maintaining the 

government of the universe...and men be saved without this extreme suffering, then let it 

be done. 

o So this begs the question, “Was it possible that God could have redeemed the world any 

other way?” 

▪ If there was another way wouldn’t the Father have listened to his Only Begotten Son? 

▪ There is only way of redemption and that is through cross and resurrection of Jesus 

▪ Our water baptism reflects this principle 

• Water baptism is an ordinance that binds the one to the many 

• Water baptism proclaims our redemption and new creation by symbolizing our 

journey with Jesus through his death and resurrection 

o So we see that allowing the cup to pass was not consistent with the Justice of God and 

for the welfare of the universe that men be saved without the awful sufferings of this 

needed sacrificial atonement. 

• Jesus concludes by showing his strongest belief in the will of the Father by being aligned 

with his will, and putting all of his trust not in His will but in the Father’s will. What an 

example for us! 
40 And he came unto the disciples, and found them asleep, and said unto Peter, What, could ye 

not watch with me one hour? 
41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak. 

• Disunity with the Savior is growing and the disciples are slumbering through it. 
42 He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not 

pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. 
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• In facing the horrific events about to unfold, Jesus is steeling himself into the will of the 

Father…this is the perfection of trust and belief! 
43 And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy. 
44 And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 

• Gethsemane is at the foot of the Mount of Olives. It was full of olive trees which is why it 

had its name which means “olive press” in the Hebrew. 

• Jesus had often visited this site before in order to rest, pray and fellowship with his disciples. 

So being here was not new to the disciples. 

• In Jesus’ day the olive press consisted of heavy stone slabs that were lowered onto the olives 

crushing them and therefore squeezing out the oil that would run into a pit and be collected in 

jars. 

• In this very garden, the weight of the sins of the world would press down on Jesus. The 

crushing weight of sin would cause Jesus to sweat “great drops of blood falling to the ground 

(Lk 22:44). 
45 Then he came to his disciples, and said unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, 

the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. 
47 And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude 

with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 
48 Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: 

hold him fast. 
49 And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him. 
50 And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on 

Jesus and took him. 
51 And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, 

and struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear. 
52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword 

shall perish with the sword. 
53 Do you think that I cannot pray to my Father now, and he shall presently give me more than 

twelve legions of angels? 
54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? 
55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief with swords 

and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the 

disciples forsook him, and fled. 
57 And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 

scribes and the elders were assembled. 
58 But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and went in, and sat with the 

servants, to see the end. 
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59 Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put 

him to death; 
60 But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none. At the last came 

two false witnesses, 
61 And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days. 
62 And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Do you answer nothing? what is it which these 

witness against thee? 
63 But Jesus held his peace, And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the 

living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. 
64 Jesus said unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son 

of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
65 Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need 

have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. 
66 What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death. 
67 Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their 

hands, 
68 Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee? 
69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with 

Jesus of Galilee. 
70 But he denied before them all, saying, I don’t know what you are saying. 

• Peter’s heart was infected with unbelief 

o He was not united with Jesus in His mission 

o He was not united with Jesus in the care our Lord had for him 

o Jesus is truth and Peter had left Him 

o Therefore Peter, in this horrific situation had left truth to find his own safety and security 

for himself by attempting to blend in with those who rejected Jesus for their tradition and 

the supposed conservatism of their faith. 
71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them that were 

there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth. 
72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 

• Again, Peter denies his Master and is blending in more and more with the people of the 

supposed traditional conservative faith. 

• Not only is he not relying on Jesus’ words to stand firm in, to guide his words in, but now he 

is progressing in their ways that even Jesus preached against…the act of frivolous oath 

taking. 

Matthew 5:33-37 

33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear 

thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 

34 But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: 
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35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great 

King. 

36 Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or 

black. 

37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these 

cometh of evil. 

• Unbelief and Disunity never stands still…it always follows the Law of Increase. 
73 And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one 

of them; for thy speech betrays thee. 

• Peter had a Galilean accent 
74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock 

crew. 

• Peter is now so firm in his unbelief, so perfected in his disunity with Jesus that He is adding a 

curse of divine judgment upon himself to his oath is not true. He is demanding to be viewed 

as all the others there that night that had rejected their Messiah. 
75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou 

shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

• Isn’t our Great Shepherd wonderful? 

o When we belong to Him, He never let’s us stray too far without reassuring us of his 

Authority and care…and he does this through His Word. 

o Jesus had admonished Peter earlier in the day by letting Him know that Peter would 

betray him, and the crow of the rooster would be the sign that would alert Peter to this 

fact. 

• Peter had left the sure Words of his master and of the Scriptures 

o The affect was disunity with his Messiah and with the other disciples 

o Yet Peter was deeply affected by truth, and when truth corrected him in the form of the 

crowing rooster, he acted with reacted with true sorrow. 

o Later we would see Peter in unity again in the fellowship with his brothers and sisters 

• So here we are today as a body of believers. What divides us as a congregation today? Every 

church has some division, As a church where are our divisions? 

2 Corinthians 13:5 

Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your 

own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 

• We are to always examine ourselves, but what does it mean to be in the faith? 

• What does it mean for the Scriptures to be our canon? It is our rule of faith. 

• In other words, we examine ourselves by God’s Word only. Unity can only be found in 

God’s Word alone. If Peter had relied upon Jesus’ words, his denial of his Master would 

never had taken place 

o We don’t examine ourselves, each other, and church controversy by our own experience, 

by what we have learned from others, by what we have always done, or by what we hold 
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dear as conservative Baptist principles…we examine ourselves by God’s Word 

alone…and on God’s Word only can we ever stand together. 

o So the take away is that we need to have honest biblical reasons for what we hold dear. 

▪ What the Scriptures prohibit we should prohibit 

▪ What the Scriptures allow we should allow 

▪ And where the Scriptures are silent there is freedom 

o By humbling our understanding of church and Christianity to such a high biblical rule of 

our faith, unity will flourish and the central focus of the Gospel can reign supreme as the 

Good News that overflows our walls into our community. 

o At this point in Peter’s life, he has no ability of proclaiming the truth of Jesus as the 

Messiah. Peter left his Master’s words, but it didn’t end there, and it doesn’t have to end 

there for us either. We can examine ourselves and humble ourselves to the rule of faith 

that is the Bible. 
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Matthew 27 

27 When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel 

against Jesus to put him to death: 

• This is still the day of preparation for the Passover 
2 And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the 

governor. 

• Under Rome’s rule, the Jews did not have the authority to put someone to death 

• What was Pilate’s character? 

• Philo and Josephus characterize him as vile, cruel and cagey; his weak character and lack 

of concern for truth and justice are clear from the New Testament descriptions of his 

behavior (see vv. 16–24) 
3 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, 

and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 
4 Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to 

us? You see to that. 
5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged 

himself. 

Zechariah 11:13 

And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prized at of them. 

And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the Lord. 

• See Acts 1:18 for parallel account 

• Judas confesses his guilt to the Sanhedrin, not to God, and the Sanhedrin replied telling Judas 

to look after his own guilt himself. Of course, the Sanhedrin also ignore their own guilt. 

• What does repentance mean? To turn from or change. 

o This repentance did not denote change for the better, but really just a change of his views 

and feelings. 

o Judas was apparently shocked at the outcome of his betrayal. Maybe he thought Jesus 

would be able to free himself, but when this did not take place, he changed his view and 

the original feelings he had when he betrayed Jesus. 

o Judas’ repentance led to death, but true repentance leads to life. 

▪ Based on his heavy feelings of guilt, Judas’ repentance looked towards himself for the 

solution rather than to the Savior. Not all unbelievers are aware of their guilt, but 

those that are aware are prone to respond as Judas did. They may not necessarily 

commit suicide, but they look within in themselves to find emotional answers to their 

feelings of guilt. They may also desperately grab on to anything that gives them hope 

yet allows them to remain in control somehow. Death follows. 

▪ Based on heavy feelings of guilt, true repentance leads to only one Savior, the 

Messiah. There is only 1 solution they can cling to, and that is to put all of their trust 

and hope in the Savior and Lord, Jesus. 
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▪ Peter felt true guilt in Matt 26:75. So much guilt that he no longer sought to fit in with 

those conservative deniers of Jesus. Matthew records that he left them entirely. This 

was his guilt though…not his repentance. Later we would see the outcome of his true 

repentance. Peter was with his Lord and Savior again. Upon seeing the resurrected 

Christ, he would jump out of the boat to see his master, on the day of Pentecost, he 

would give the sermon of a lifetime where 3000 people found life in Jesus, and it is 

said that he would be crucified upside down as a martyr, or witness, of the Messiah. 

He followed his beloved Master as much as he could. 

• The solution to guilt is confession of Jesus as the only Lord and Savior. This confession is 

true repentance! 

Romans 10:9-10 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 

God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is 

made unto salvation. 

• Let’s explore repentance a little more 

Acts 17:10-12 

10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming 

thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 

11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 

readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 

12 Therefore many of them believed; also of honorable women which were Greeks, and of 

men, not a few. 

• Paul preached to the Bereans, but how was it accepted? Did they “believe” right away? 

o No. they accepted the message, but they themselves needed to think on Paul’s 

words, they needed to understand better what he was saying by going to the 

Scriptures…and they did this daily. 

o So it took days for them before they believed 

o They needed to understand the message. They needed the truths to make absolute 

biblical sense to them 1st. 

• One point about repentance that is assumed here concerns the conviction of the Holy Spirit 

John 16:8 

And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 

judgment 

o Conviction is not a guilty conscience or an academic awareness of hell. 

o Convict (Grk: elencho) means to convince someone of the truth; to reprove; to accuse, 

refute, or cross-examine a witness 

▪ Conviction is a shear loathsomeness of sin. This happens when we see our sin the 

way God sees our sin. Look how Joseph responded to sin: 
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Genesis 39:9 

There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me 

but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 

against God? 

▪ We get this perspective when we understand God’s beauty and know sin cannot dwell 

with him (Psalm 5:4). Look how Isaiah responds to God’s holiness. 

Isaiah 6:5 

Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 

in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 

hosts. 

▪ Conviction happens when we see how much our sin dishonors God. Look how David 

responds to this concerning his own sin (Ps 51:4) 

▪ Conviction happens when we are aware of the wrath our soul deserves (Rom 1:18; 

2:5). The Philippian jailor was under conviction (Acts 16:13) 

▪ The conviction of the Holy Spirit represents the righteous judgment of God (Heb 

4:12) 

o Not only does the Holy Spirit convict us of sin, but he brings them to repentance (Acts 

17:30; Lk 13:5) 

o The conviction of the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to our sin and allows our hearts to 

receive his grace 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast 

• Without conviction of sin there is no salvation 

John 6:44 

No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him 

up at the last day. 

• Those that received salvation in the Bible were never called to make a “decision”. Jesus 

called men to follow him, and men “responded” by being instantly convicted and following 

him. In other words, they did not sit and make a brainy decision to believe the truth about 

Christ. Neither did they make an emotional decision in the moment for a Savior. They simply 

believed (had faith or put their trust in) Christ with their entire being, body and soul, and 

responded to the Holy Spirit’s conviction by immediately following Jesus with their lives. 

• Today, many Christians follow the precedent set by Charles Finney, called the Father of 

Decisionism, in the 1820’s. After 1800 years of Christianity, Finney changed the order of the 

church service dramatically within many churches by adding what is called an alter call or an 

invitation. This was expanded on in modern times by Billy Graham. 

• This emphasis on making a decision can be very dangerous. So we have to have a balanced 

view of it. 

• True revival or renewal or reformation always starts with repentance. 
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2 Chronicles 7:14 

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 

face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 

sin, and will heal their land. 

The “turning from their wicked ways” is repentance. 
6 And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the 

treasury, because it is the price of blood (price of life). 

Leviticus 17:11 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an 

atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. 

• This would be the sacred treasury as Josephus also referred to it (Wars II.9.4). People would 

give gifts to the Lord, and the treasury (Aramaic: Korban = Gifts) were where they were 

placed. The treasury was kept in the Court of Women. 

• “Unlawful” – This was according to Deut 23:18 
7 And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury strangers in. 

• This plot of land was a burial place for Gentiles who died while in Jerusalem. Gentiles could 

not be buried with Jews. 
8 Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. 

• According to the rabbinical use of krban (gifts). The money would still belong to Judas, so 

they went and bought a field in his name, that belonged to him, even though he was already 

dead (Acts 1:18) 
9 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, And they took the 

thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did 

value; 
10 And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me. 

Jeremiah 32:6-9 

6 And Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came unto me, saying, 

7 Behold, Hanameel the son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee saying, Buy thee 

my field that is in Anathoth: for the right of redemption is thine to buy it. 

8 So Hanameel mine uncle's son came to me in the court of the prison according to the word 

of the Lord, and said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that is in Anathoth, which is in the 

country of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance is thine, and the redemption is thine; buy it 

for thyself. Then I knew that this was the word of the Lord. 

9 And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle's son, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him 

the money, even seventeen shekels of silver. 

• The reference to 30 pieces of silver comes from Zech 11:12-13. 

Zechariah 11:12-13 

12 And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they 

weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver. 
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13 And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price that I was prised at of 

them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the 

Lord. 

• So what is Matthew alluding to in the passage by Jeremiah? The passion in Jeremiah is an 

allusion to a proper business transaction. 

• Thirty pieces of silver is also the amount to be paid if an ox killed a slave (Exod 21:32). So 

we see that Jesus was valued the same as a dead slave. 

• Conclusion for verses 9-10 

o “As the Lord commanded me”: The meaning of the place in Zechariah was real to Israel 

in that yet looked forward to this event with Jesus as well… 

▪ Jesus was directed to go to the Jews as a prophet and pastor of the people 

▪ They treated him with great contempt as they had done to many other prophets 

▪ Jesus asks them to give him his price which they thought he and his pastoral labors 

were worth (this would be estimating the worth of his office) 

▪ The “children of Israel” were being represented by the Jewish leaders and priests, and 

they were the ones giving the estimate 

• If they thought him of value they were to pay him accordingly 

• If they thought him of no value, then they were to “forebear” 

• Yet to show their great contempt of him and his office, and of the God who sent 

him, they gave 30 pieces of silver, the price of a slave. 

• God commanded these 30 pieces of silver to be thrown to the potter, or thrown 

into the pottery, in other words to be thrown away. 

• Judas had thrown the money down into the temple which was then taken by the 

priests and used to purchase a field by a potter. A field of no real value. 

Jesus’ Trial Before Pilate ================================================= 
11 And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor (Pilate) asked him, saying, Art thou the 

King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, you said it. 

John 18:37 

37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Are you a king then? Jesus answered, You say that I am a king. 

To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto 

the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice. 

• While Jesus must suffer, He is the rightful ruler who will cleans the nations (gentiles) from 

their sin and rule this world from David’s throne. 

Isaiah 52:13-15 

13 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. 

14 Just as many were astonished at you; So his visage was marred more than any man, and his 

form more than the sons of men: 

15 So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had 

not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider. 
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• The Hebrew for sprinkling (Heb: naza) means to sprinkle with the finger to expiate the sins 

of the gentiles (compare Lev 4:6 and Isa 52:15 with 1 Pet 1:2 and Heb 9:13-14) 
12 And while he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 
13 Then said Pilate unto him, Do you not hear how many things they witness against thee? 
14 And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marveled greatly. 
15 Now at that feast the governor was wanting to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they 

would. 
16 And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas (Lit. Son of the Father). 

• Barabbas was a violent insurrectionist (Mk 15:7, Lk 23:19, Jn 18:40) 
17 Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye choose that 

I should release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ (Messiah)? 
18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 

• If Pilot releases Jesus, he faces a Jewish riot resulting in disfavor from Rome on how he 

managed this situation, But if he submits to the Jews, he will be condemning an innocent 

man. 
19 When he was set down on the judgment seat (Bema Seat), his wife sent unto him, saying, Have 

nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of 

him. 
20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and 

destroy Jesus. 

• I believe it was the citizens of Jerusalem that were persuaded and not the Galilean peasants 

who had welcomed Jesus and hailed him as Messiah when Jesus entered Jerusalem (Matt 

21:8-11) 
21 The governor answered and said unto them, Which of the two do you want me to release unto 

you? They said, Barabbas. 
22 Pilate said unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto 

him, Let him be crucified. 

• This fulfilled Jesus’ prophecy from Matt 20:19 
23 And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, saying, Let 

him be crucified. 

• Because this was the Day of Preparation, huge crowds were in Jerusalem which means the 

riot could be enormous. 
24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took 

water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just 

person: see ye to it. 
25 Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children. 

• We must be very careful how we understand this 
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Although the Jewish leaders and Pilate issue the order to execute Jesus, which is portrayed as 

an evil act, Jesus’ death is ultimately God the Father’s decision (compare Mark 14:36).1 

 

The Jewish leaders who oppose Jesus are partly responsible for His death. Despite the 

crowd’s rash statement in v. 25, this does not amount to culpability for an entire nation or 

people group. In addition, Isa 52:10, as well as Jesus’ own words (Matt 16:21), indicate that 

Jesus’ death was ultimately God’s decision, for the salvation of humanity2 

The Beating of Jesus ==================================================== 
26 Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be 

crucified. 

• Scourged means whipped. This fulfills Jesus’ prophecy from Matt 20:19 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the 

whole band of soldiers. 

• The whole cohort of soldiers consisted of 600-1000 soldiers 
28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 

• Scarlet was the color of royalty 
29 And when they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right 

hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! 

• Jesus was in the form of the faithful servant…truly the Lamb of God going to the slaughter 

• In the immediate context of the passage we see the children of men mocking Jesus’ claim to 

be the Messianic King 

• When looking from the greater context of the entirety of Scripture, we see something more 

significant. 

o Thorns were a curse on God’s creation and the direct result of man’s sin. 

Genesis 3:17-19 

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and 

hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed 

is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the 

field; 

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of 

it was thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

 
1 John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016), Mt 

27:25. 

2 John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016), Mt 

27:25. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Mt27.25&off=357&ctx=ation+of+humanity.+%0a~Although+the+Jewish+
https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Mt27.25&off=8&ctx=esponsible.%0a27:25+++~The+Jewish+leaders+w
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o In Romans 5, Paul argues that just as Adam sin plunged the whole world into sin and 

brought death upon all men as a result, so Christ’s death on the Cross which payed 

the penalty for sin has opened the doorway to eternal life for all who repent and 

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Isaiah 53:3-12 

3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: 

and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 

chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and 

the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought 

as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he opened 

not his mouth. 

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 

generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my 

people was he stricken. 

9 And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he 

had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt 

make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and 

the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall 

my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil 

with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered 

with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors. 

o While bearing the sins of the world, Jesus wore a crown of twisted thorns – a symbol of 

the curse because of man’s original sin in Gen 3. 

o Furthermore, Jesus also became a curse for us by being hanged on a tree 

Deuteronomy 21:22-23 

22 And if a man commits a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou 

hang him on a tree: 

23 His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him 

that day; (for he that is hanged is cursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the 

Lord thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. 
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Galatians 3:13-14 

13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree: 

14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that 

we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 

o Jesus became a curse to fulfill his covenant promise with Abraham 

Genesis 12:1-3 

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, 

and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 

and thou shalt be a blessing: 

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curses thee: and in thee shall 

all families of the earth be blessed. 

o But the curse on creation will continue until Jesus returns again 

Romans 8:22 

For we know that the whole creation groans and travails in pain together until now 

Revelation 22:3 

And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; 

and his servants shall serve him 
30 And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. 
31 And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment 

on him, and led him away to crucify him. 

The Crucifixion of Jesus ================================================= 
32 And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to 

bear his cross. 

• Cyrene was in North Africa on the Mediterranean Sea, where Jews had lived since the 3rd 

century. 

• Simon might have been a Jewish pilgrim 

• Simon’s sons, Alexander and Rufus, would become well known in the church (Mark 15:21) 
33 And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 

• Golgotha is a Heb word meaning skull. In Latin the word for “skull” is calvaria 
34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would 

not drink. 

• This was meant to ease the pain. According to the Talmud: 

Proverbs 31:6 

Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of heavy 

hearts. 
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Sanhedrin 43a 

When a person is led out to be executed he is given a glass of wine containing a grain of 

frankincense, in order to numb his senses, as it is written, ‘Give strong drink unto him who is 

perishing, wine to those bitter of soul’ [Proverbs 31:6]. 
35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which 

was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they 

cast lots. 
36 And sitting down they watched him there; 
37 And set up over his head his accusation written, This Is Jesus The King Of The Jews. 
38 Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left. 

• It is interesting that in Matt 20:21-23, James and John were wanting the prestigious place of 

sitting on the right and left hand of Jesus’ throne in his kingdom…but here, during the 

centerpiece of human history…at the moment the entirety of the Hebrew Bible was looking 

forward to and all of the NT looks back to…it was 2 robbers who got the privilege of being 

at Jesus’ right and left hand in fulfillment of… 

Isaiah 53:12 

…he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made 

intercession for the transgressors. 
39 And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 
40 And saying, Thou that destroys the temple, and builds it in three days, save thyself. If thou be 

the Son of God, come down from the cross. 
41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, 
42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down 

from the cross, and we will believe him. 
43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of 

God. 
44 The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth. 
45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. 

Amos 8:9 

And it shall come to pass in that day, says the Lord God, that I will cause the sun to go down at 

noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day 
46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that 

is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

Psalm 109:25 

I became also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me they shook their heads. 

Psalm 22 

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from 

the words of my roaring? 

2 O my God, I cry in the day time, but thou hear not; and in the night season, and am not silent. 

3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabits the praises of Israel. 
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4 Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 

5 They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded. 

6 But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people. 

7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 

8 He trusted on the Lord that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in 

him. 

9 But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my 

mother's breasts. 

10 I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother's belly. 

11 Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help. 

12 Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. 

13 They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted 

in the midst of my bowels. 

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaves to my jaws; and thou hast 

brought me into the dust of death. 

16 For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my 

hands and my feet. 

17 I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. 

18 They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. 

19 But be not thou far from me, O Lord: O my strength, haste thee to help me. 

20 Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog. 

21 Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns. 

22 I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. 

23 Ye that fear the Lord, praise him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; and fear him, all ye the 

seed of Israel. 

24 For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his 

face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heard. 

25 My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear 

him. 

26 The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the Lord that seek him: your heart shall 

live forever. 

27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the 

nations shall worship before thee. 

28 For the kingdom is the Lord's: and he is the governor among the nations. 

29 All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the dust shall 

bow before him: and none can keep alive his own soul. 

30 A seed shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. 

31 They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that he 

hath done this. 
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Matthew 16:24-26 

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 

up his cross, and follow me. 

25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 

shall find it. 

26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 

shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leads me beside the still waters. 

3 He restores my soul: he leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 

with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5 Thou prepares a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anoint my head with 

oil; my cup runs over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 

house of the Lord forever. 

 
47 Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calls for Elias. 
48 And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a 

reed, and gave him to drink. 
49 The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 

• The taunts continued until the very end 
50 Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 

• “Yielded up the ghost” – exhaled his last breath 
51 And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth 

did quake, and the rocks rent; 
52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, 
53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared 

unto many. 

• At this point, God’s justice was satisfied as his Law had been fulfilled 

• This was a penal substitutionary atonement characterized as: 

o Ransom 

o Satisfaction 

o Sacrifice 

o Substitution 

o Propitiation 

o Reconciliation 

o Victory 

• These show that the chasm 
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54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, 

and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 

• Matthew wrote his gospel account for the Jewish people, and yet at the very moment of 

Jesus’ death, he centers on a gentile, a Roman centurion despised by the Jews, because he 

believed. 

• The Jewish religious and leadership order had condemned Jesus. The disciple had left Jesus. 

Yet this centurion believed. 
55 And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, 

ministering unto him: 
56 Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 

mother of Zebedee’s children. 

The Burial of Jesus ===================================================== 
57 When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 

himself was Jesus' disciple: 
58 He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be 

delivered. 
59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 
60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great 

stone to the door of the sepulcher, and departed. 
61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulcher. 
62 Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees 

came together unto Pilate, 
63 Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will 

rise again. 
64 Command therefore that the sepulcher be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come 

by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error 

shall be worse than the first. 
65 Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure as ye can. 
66 So they went, and made the sepulcher sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch. 
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Matthew 28 

28 In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulcher. 
2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 

and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. 
3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: 
4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. 
5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, 

which was crucified. 
6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 
7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goes before 

you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. 
8 And they departed quickly from the sepulcher with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his 

disciples word. 
9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came 

and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. 
10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and 

there shall they see me. 
11 Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the 

chief priests all the things that were done. 
12 And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money 

unto the soldiers, 
13 Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept. 
14 And if this come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. 
15 So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly reported 

among the Jews until this day. 
16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed 

them. 
17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. 
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 

earth. 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
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The Resurrection 

Let’s see what Paul, and apostle to the gentiles says to the church around AD 35. 

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 

Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have 

received, and wherein ye stand; 

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 

believed in vain. 

 

The Creed 

• In verse 3 Paul when Paul says he delivered what he received, the Greek verbs are actually 

using rabbinic language concerning formulaic teaching of a formal word of mouth, 

memorized, teaching. 

• This matter of 1st importance was given in a rhythmic structure to aid memory. 

• Paul was giving this as a creed: 

1 Corinthians 15:3-5 

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 

according to the scriptures; 

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 

5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 

 

Resurrection Appearances 

1 Corinthians 15:6-8 

6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part 

remains unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 

8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 

 

• As James, the brother of John, had already been killed with the Sword in Acts 12, I do 

believe this is referring to James the brother of Jesus. 

• All 3 of the people who are named in this passage had previously rejected Christ before the 

crucifixion of Jesus 

o Peter denied he knew Christ (Mk 14:66-72) 

o James, Jesus’ brother, did not believe his brother (Mk 3:21; 6:3-4; Jn 7:5) 

o Paul was a leading figure in persecuting the church (Acts 8:3; 1 Cor 15:9) 

• Yet it was these 3 figures who met in Jerusalem 3 yrs after Paul’s conversion on the 

Damascus road: 

Galatians 1:18-19 

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen 

days. 
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19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother. 

• Paul went to Jerusalem not just “to see” but to “investigate” or “research” matters. 

• The Galatians were following a false Gospel (Gal 1:6-7)…and Paul visited Jerusalem to 

clarify the gospel 

• So when Paul wrote 1 Cor 15, and said Jesus appeared to these men, he saying he knows this 

first hand from their lips. 

• Later, Paul would visit Jerusalem again with Barnabus and Titus 

o So now you have Paul, Barnabus, Titus, Peter, James (Jesus’ brother), and John 

together 

o Yet Paul says they added they “added nothing new to me” (Gal 2:6) 

Galatians 2:6-9 

6 But of these who seemed to be somewhat, (whatsoever they were, it maketh no matter to me: 

God accepteth no man's person:) for they who seemed to be somewhat in conference added 

nothing to me: 

7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, 

as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; 

8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was 

mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) 

9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was 

given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go 

unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 


